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or THE | 


Cavzcn of E NGLAND, 


Grace, Peace, and Salvation, thro the 

Wounds of JE SUS, the chief Corner- 

Stone of the Foundation of the PR Q-« 
PUETS and APOSTLES. 


a e Hope you will receive 
| J 4 1 E with Candour theſe ex- 
A N temporary Diſcourſes, 

1 Which are not only 
plain and ſimple but full of the 
i Az whole 


wholeſome Words of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
methodical enough to convince 
Souls of their inexpreſſible Hap- 
pineſs, which the Son of God 
bath purchaſed for them by his 
Death on the Croſs; and indeed 
a large Explanation of the chief 
Points contained in the Articles 
of the Church of Eygland: I thought 

it therefore not improper to dedi- 
cate them to Vou. They were 
preached by the Right Reverend 

and moſt illuſtrious Count Zinxen- 
dorf, Biſhop of the ancient Moravian 
Church, which the Lord himſelt 
hath owned as a peculiar People 

of His, and ſupported by his | 
Spirit and Almighty. Power even 


1 oo. under f 


| Py > = * 0 


under the moſt etuel Perſecutions 
of the Pope and :Romr/h Clergy, 
ſome hundred Years before the 
Reformation, which Sufferings 
they underwent with an incredi- 
ble Conftancy and Faithfulneſs, 

and many of them ftaled the | 
Truth with their Blood. 


| The Lord in whoſe Eyes the N 
Death of his Children and faithful 
Witneſſes is very dear and pre- 
cious, according to his infinite 
Love and tender Mercies, having 
remembred the Covenant of Grace 
eſtabliſhed: with the Fathers, was 


pteas'd in theſe latter Days to 5 6 


newy it with their Offsprin g. 


raiſing” them up again 19 Ye 
mitting 


J have dehver'd with exceedi ng 


Co) 
mitting to their Truſt as well as 
to other their Fellow-Servants 
the Meſſage of the glorious Goſ- 
pel of Jeſus Chriſt, which they 


great Bleſſings in Germam and in 
many other Parts of Europe, and 
which is more remarkable in very 
many Parts of the Heathen World. 
They have been ſeatter'd and 
ſpread as a Salt of the Earth. 


And whereas it is an infallible 
Proof, that the Lard hath ſent his 
Word vrhen it returneth not void 
but doeth and accompliſheth the 
Things for which it hath been ſent, 
1 cannot doubt that they are gra- 


cious Inſtruments and choſen Veſ- | 
ſels 


(ix) 


Goſpel, ſince their Endeayours 


to call the Indians, the Negroes, 
Hottentots, and Greentanders, to the 
Knowledge of the Croſs and 
Wounds of Jeſus, flain for the 
Sins of the whole World, are fo 

ſucceſsſul and fo greatly owned 
by the Lord, that all the Lovers 
of Jeſus who. know their Labour 
in the Nations where they 
diſpers d abroad, have their 
Hearts raiſed to expect that per- 
haps the Time is at Hand when 


down, the Heathen fly as a Cloud 
and as Doves to the Windows 
Jof the Church, and the whole 
Earth be full of the Knowledge» 

75 of 


11 


the Partition Wall ſhall be broken 


of the 3 the Waters cover. 
the Sea. 1 | 


{ 


And. this great Happineſs Tags 
dently wiſh in particular to my 
own Country, which the Day- 
ſpring: from on High through the 
tender Mercy of God hath fo gra- 
ciouſly viſited at ſundry Times and 
in divers Manners, but I do not 
remember to have heard of any 
Seaſon in Evgland when there 
was ſo great Grace pour d out, 
and ſo many Souls awaken d to a 
Search after their true Happineſs 
in Jeſus Chriſt: 1 have great Ex- 

pedtation that the Lord will bleſs 
theſe Diſcourſes to the Edification 
of many Souls. ; 


May | 


( 
May the Spirit of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt breathe on all them 


that are to preach the Goſpel, and 
to tell Souls of their eternal Re- 


„ 


demption made through his Blood 
and Wounds! May He put it into 
all your: Hearts to know and to 
preach by a living Power and Ex- 
derience, as St. Paul did, nothing 
put Jeſus and him crucified, that 
Faith may not ſtand-in the //7/dom 
of Men, but in the Power of God 
and in the Demonſtration of the 
Spirit! May He let his Righte- 
duſneſs prevail over all and tear 
in Pieces and burn up with Fire 
ll old filthy Raggs of our own 
pretended good Works and Self- 
6333 and convince every 

Soul 


(Cm) 
Soul that he maſt have Life tefore 
he can work, and that Jefus will 
have the Glory to give freely and | 
Gratis eternal Life unto loft and 
undone Slaves of Satari, p as 


I have known many Intkances 
where this preaching of the Goſpel 
bath had ſueh Succeſs as that T 
cannot but wiſh it may prevail 
every where: That the Lord 
may make every one of you fuch 
* prayeth 


The Enron. 


SIXTEEN 


T N E 


PREFACE, 


HE Subſtance of ſome Diſcourſes 
delivered publickly by me at Berlin, 
is here brought to Light. - The 
Circumſtances and Occaſion of which 
are important, and at laſt prevailed 
upon me after all my Reluftance and long Delays, 
to reviſe the following Pages, with no other 
View, than, that the Reader might be ſurc of ſee - 
ing nothing, but what I have actually deliver d. 


Not above two or three whole Diſccurſes are 
here lay'd down, and the reſt contain no more 
than the Minutes, or the chief Heads of them, 
alihg' I have obſerved, that thoſe, who minutea 
them down, when they were deliver'd, out of a 
audable defire to get more into their Hearts, than 
' WR pon their: Paper, have often omitted the moſt 
material Connexions, which I would not ſupply. 
on purpoſe to avoid all Suſpicion of having alter 
EN any Expreſſion, (which at that Time was as plain 
Wor my Ideas I bad then of the Subject, in the 
Revifing of them Mer war. m 
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To alter and mend things is good, and not um- 
uſual to me, but to alter Diſcourſes People have 
paſt their Judgments upon already, would not 
be to deal ingenuouſly, Nay the Cauſe of our Fa- 
viour in my Hands, requires of me not to devi- 
ate from any of my former Declarations, that at 
all Times and in all Places, and conſequently at 
Berlin, I have ſpoken nothing different from what 
is here ſet dun. Tis true, I bave ſeen ſeveral 
Coptes of my Diſcourſes taken down by ſome well 
meaning People, but I have diſown'd them, not 
becauſe their Words were meaner, than my own 
Ideas, but becauſe they were their own and not 


Mine. | TY. 
I have ſeen whole Diſcourſes publiſb'd at Berlin 
under my Name, whereof the Text, Pro poſi- 
tion and the very Words have been fiftious. And 
though I have borne all this with Patience, et 
Neceſſity has obliged me to lay before every Jo- 
dy's Ejes, at leaſt the chief Arguments of allmy 
Diſcourſes, which indeed contain every thing 
material in them. op OE 
He that has ut the leaft Capacity to under- 
and what be reads, may ſoon ſee that I have 
treated but theſe four Poms. 
Firſt, The "$ubtantial and eternal God-head: 
F Him who was made Man. | Ib 
Second, The true, Subſtantial, natural and 
unmixt Humanity of the God of Heaven. 
Third, That the only way to Salvation for 


all Mani ind, is that forgibe Merits of ihe ſa- 
crificed 


The PREFACE n 
crificed Lamb, they obtain Grace and Remiſſion 
of all their Sins, and remain his poor, needy, de- 
pendant Creatures in Time and Eternity: 


Fourth, That it is no Wonder, that all thoſe, 
who know what Sin is, and have obtained Per- 
miſſion not to Sin any more, refrain from Sin 
and lead a Godly Life, but that this is caly the 
Benefit of the moſt precious Privilege, which 
Feſus has purchaſed for them with his own 
Blood, and which no body will part with, who 
is in his right Senſes. | 


Next to the Evidence of the Truth itſelf, I 
have endeavoured by the Simplicity of theſe Diſ- 
courſes to ſet all this in ſo clear a Light, that 1 
believe no body will deny it, who acknowleges 
the Bible to be the Word of God and admits of 
the plainaſt Ideas in thinking and ſpeaking. 


But the Reaſon, why theſe four Points in theſe 
| Diſcourſes have been ſo often repeated, was be- 
cauſe I bad not al ways the ſame Auditors, and get 
was willing to inculcate ſomething of them into 
the Hearts of every one. - 


Now this is alſo ihe Reaſon, why, as I aid 
before, I choſe not to aller my Diſcourſes, but to 
eave them, as they were. | 


Beſides the Diſcourſes upon the Article of our 
Redemption, I have ſeldom ehoſen any Text, and 
be firſt Sentence was more an Inirodufton to 


ebe following Diſcourſe, han ibe Diſcoumſt an 
"I 7 a & 1 


Exegel ical Parapbraſe upon it. 
| A 2 When 


iv The PREFACE. 
When I hear, read or pronounce the Word of 


God to others, the Thoughts or Words follow of 
themſelves ſuitably to it. O my Saviour, might 


| T enjoy the Satisfaction to bave the Hearts of my | 


Readers burn as well as mine, when ever they 


read any Word of Feſus Chriſt in theſe Pages ! | 


And now 1 bave but one Word more to ſay, 


which is this; I am uncommonly /lander'd of the 
World, but I eſteem the leaſt Aſperſions of this 
kind, as an Honour. I do not doubt, but [ run 
the ſame Riſque with Ephrem, who was inno- 
cently impriſoned for a Murther, becauſe in his 
Youth he bad ence kill d a Cow, with a Stone 
unawares. | 


Jam fure nothing of any Evil or Adverſit 
happeneth to me, which 1 bave not ſuſficienth 
deſerved, both upon my Saviour's and my NVeigb- 
bour*'s Account. 


W berefore I am concerwd for the Uneaſineſs I 
77 have * others, but not for what I may 


ſuffer myſelf. 
Notwithſtanding all this, I could only wiſh, 


that my Readers would noi be diſturbed abcut m. 


Character, but let the Truth of the Croſs work 
1 pon their Hearts. 


I can with ſome Fuſtice require this of them, 
becauſe I make it my own Practice. For 1 
read Baalam's Prophecy with Edification, never | 
examining the Perſon, but the Arguments ef the 
Diſcourſe. Neither do I believe my moſt inti- 


male 
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mate Friends, without good Grounds, and aſſent 


from my very Heart to the Truth delivered from 
the Mouth of an Enemy. 


And thus the kind Readers may be a little 
prepared to read the” enſuing Pages, with no 
ſmall Advantage. | 


May my dear Lord and Saviour, be graciaus to 
all, * that they may be aſhamed before Him in 
whoſe holy Nele, T dare not lift up mine 
Eyes. He is the moſt gracions Lord of the 
whole World. Fam a Fe. Man, and this 1 
remember, when ever I am ſenſible of bis inti- 
mate Preſence, yet I do not let bim depart from 
me, but humbly intreat him to abide with me, 
Luke, xxiv. 21. 


Luopovrcus de ZINZENDORE, 
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SIXTEEN DISCOURSES, upon 
Luther's Explanation of the 
Second Article of the Creed, | 
which is as follows. | 


Believe, that Jeſus Chriſt, very God be- 

gotten of the Father from all Eternity, 
and alſo very Man born of the Virgin Mary 
in Time, is my Lord; who has purchaſed, 
ranſomed and redeemed me, forlorn and un- 
done Man, from all Sin, from Death and 
the Power of the Devil, not with Gold and 
Sitver, but with his Holy precious Blood and 
avith his innocent Sufferings and Death, 


/ that I might be his own and live under him 
in his Kingdom and ſerve him in everlaſting 


Righteouſneſs, Innocency and Happineſs, like 
as be is riſen from the Dead, and now lives 
and reigns to all Eternity. This is certainly 


rue. 3 A | 4 


SIXTEE 


SIXTEEN 


-JDISCOURSES, 

Upon the Second Article of 
our Cn 2 $STIAN BE“ 
LIEF. 


believe in Jeſus Chriſt, his only Son 
3 our Lord. 


The Firſt Diſcourſe, 
I BEZLIE VE. 
alive. Thou believeſt, that 
ere is one God, thou doſt well 


be Devils alſo believe and trem- 
%. James ii. 19. | 


ES SH A clear Demonſtration, thet 
mm tit is not 8 to Salvation, 
to believe one only True Gt. 


Ged ſo loved the World, that he gave bis only 

begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in Hi u, 

. ſhould not * tut have everlaſting Life. 
John iii. 16. | n 

17 8 A 4 | And 
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And ee e Goſpel is given to 5 this End, that 
ye might believe, that Zeſus is the Chriſt, 
and that believing ye might have Life through 
his Name. Jom xx. 31. l 

This therefore is the Difference between 
our Belief and that of the Devils © CI 
We believe in his Name, which is Firs, 
for he Hall ſave bis People from their Sins. l 
AMatth. i. 21, We muſt learn to know his 
Name aright. 8 

This is Life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God and Teſus Chriſt, whom ( 
thou haſt ſent. Jobn. xvii. 3. 

The Lord ſaw before Hand, that People ill © 
would think it enough to Salvation, to believe . 
in God, therefore he adds: Believe alſo in N. 
me. John. xiv. 1. . 

Fo believe that there is a God or no, is not in 
eur Power, We believe by Nature. 7 

Though there are People. who wiſh in 7 
their Hearts, there were no God. Pſal. xiv. 
That they might have the more Liberty to q 
Sin. | 

But yet they believe, whether they wilt or 
no. 

Their moſt acute Flights off Roste, 400 | 
never eraſe the Idea of God out of their i © 
Mind, neither can — hinder and [eppret | 
the Knowledge of a ſupreme Being. 0 

The Ground of it is too deeply rooted 40 . 
Nature and in Men's Minds. 

Becauſe, that which may be known of God, | 
is manifeſt in them, for God bas ns it unto - 
them. Kom. 1. 19. i; 5 hed; | 

Now 
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Now ſince the Enemy of Souls canni 
hinder Men from believing thus much, (na 
thus he believes himſelf) he perſuades them, 


that that is the ſaving Faith, which he has. 


Some will allow, that there is one onl 
God, and ſtand in Awe of his Name, becauſe 
he can Puniſh, Chaſtiſe, Viſit and Condemn. 

This reſtrains People from Sinning ſo freely, 
and makes honeſt and juſt Menu: 2 

But few know and believe any thing of 
Chriſt. 2 

For the Proof of this, one need not go out 
of Chriſtendom. | | . 

What other Nations, Mahcometans and 
Jews believe that there is one only God, ei- 
ther with an entire Excluſion of Jeſus, or 
with denying his true Form and Nature, the 


fame believe alſo thoſe, that upon all Occaſions 


call themſelves, after that moſt glorious 
Name CHr1sT. Jesus, . 
Jzsvs the great IEsus, whom all the Angels 
of God worſhip, at whoſe Name every Knee 
bows and all the Thrones caſt their Crowns 
into the Duſt, is however in People's Mouths, 
88 to the Cuſtom of any Country or 
ty. 25, pen 
But it is certainly very ſeldom that. Men 
of Parts, Authority, Power and other Qua- 
lities make frequent mention of our Saviour. 
Moſt People require no more of an honeſt 
and juſt Man, than to have an awful Regard 
to God the Creator of the whole World. 
But in what Country or City ſoever thoſe, 
upon whom others depend, are aſhamed of our 
1 A 5 Saviour 


101 
Saviour and his Teſtimony, there you may ſee 
plaimy that Chriſt is cut off, according to 
Daniel's Expreſſion. . 
For a great Unhappineſs has overſpread 


Chriſtendom already, that People have only 
to do with God and little with Jeſus Chriſt, 


as if he had not been found in the World, nor 


was to be found in every Page of the Bible; 
or as if he was a Cypher, and one could live, 
believe, and be ſaved without him. 

From hence it is, that Diſcourſes of our Sa- 
viour are counted as 7rivial, and only fit for 
Catechetical Schools, but not at all for wiſe 
and great Men. 

Some, that have to do with our Saviour, 
think and talk but cooly of him. 

Others, that among Chriſtians are coun- 
ted the beſt and moſt pious, believe it a 


Duty to ſhew more Zeal than ordinary in the- 


Knowledge of God, whom we ought to fear, 
reverence and avoid offending him, becauſe 


he can call us to His Judgment, but rather | 


love and ſerve Him for his innumerable Bene- 
fits beſtowed upon us. 


When ober, purſue a Courſe of Sin with- * 
out Controul, they ſhun a wicked Life out of 


Fear and Reverence. TY | 
But Chritt with his Name and Merits is all 
this while unknown, and I believe, many 


would linger out Years without once naming f | 


Feſus, were they not ſhock'd ſometimes wit 
a ſudden Surprize, or with ſome Pain. | 

It will be highly neceſſary to lay this Mat- 
ter ſeriouſly to Heart and make it our earneſt 


I.. 
Buſineſs to know Chriſt, what there is in his 
Perſon, Offices and States, not only to im- 
prove ourſelves, but confeſs him before every 
body, and to let ſlip no Opportunity of im- 
parting the Knowledge of his Name to 
others. 

And this is the chief Buſineſs of all the Wit- 
i neſſes of Jeſus, that have once known and ex- 
bn erienced him, to ſet forth evidently the un- 

cnown Saviour to all the World, and parti- 
© I cularly to the Chriſtians fo called. See Gal. 
ili. I. 
7 For though they continually ſay, we muſt 
know and have him in our Hearts, yet it is 
but too true, the World doth not know him. 
Vobn, xiv. 

One need not be /o anxious, how to avoid 
Sin, and lead a godly Life, as how to learn 
to know Jefus one's Saviour, the reſt will 
follow of Courſe, after the Son has made us 
free, for he alone can deliver us from Sin, he 
can relieve, when all human Means fall too 
ſhort. 

We cannot deny, that we ſtill have Sin. 
= 7obz i. 1. 8. and that we ſhall carry it to the 
Grave. 

Wherefore the Body is dead becable of Sin, 
Rom. viii. and ſabject to Putrefaction 

Our very Nature and the whole Maſs of 
Man is infected with the Poiſon of the SI 
Matter, the beſt Remedy againſt which is its 
Fermentation i in the Grave, that thus our Sa- 
viour ry Produce: ſomething better. 
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But although we carry this Body of Death 
ſtill about us, yet in the Children of God, 
Sin is to be look'd upon as a banith'd, cruci- | 
fied and condemned Thing, or as a Male- Wi; 
factor and Priſoner, who dare not lift up his 
Head and donfineer again. We | 
The old Man has had his Sentence pals'd 3 
upon him by Chriſt, that he ſhall die upon 


the Croſs and be annihilated. Rom. vi. WM} 
For this Purpoſe, the Son of God was mani- I 
Feſted, that be might deſtroy the Works of the Ne 
Devil. Jobn. i. 3. 8. To diſſolve and tear 
the SYSTEM of Sin to pieces, that in the h 


Faithful Luſt cannot be conceiv'd, nor Sin 
bringing forth Death, James i. 15. Matt. 
v. 28. but that Sin muſt be always kept 
under Foot and in Subjection, and ſo loſe 
its Dominion and Power more and more, that 
it dare not ſtir, or always expect a new Death. 

The faithful Believer dare not ſo much as 
give Ear to Sin, much leſs to enter into 
any Struggle with it, but ſince the ſolemn} 
Divorce between the Soul and her old Hus- 
band through the Body of Chriſt is ratified, | 
that he muſt abandon her, the Soul muſt now 
cleave to her right and lawful Husband and 
bring forth Fruit to everlaſting Life, fe i: 
never willing, nor deſires to Sin any more. 

This Privilege is a great Happineſs for us. | 

But it is not antecedent to Grace, much} 
leſs extended beyond Grace, but this Grace 
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mult be prefent and one muſt have, receiy*d} 
Remiſſion of Sins, as an ungodly Perfon, then 
this Privilege follows and takes Place, that 
| | | onc 


L 13 1 
one is no more oblig'd to ſin, and dare be 
holy. e 47 

he Remiſſion of Sin is obtained by Faith 


is the Name of the only begoiten Son of God, 
vithout whom there is neither Grace, nor 
Life, nor Remiſſion. | 
= Our Faith muſt ſtand faſt upon the Merit 
of our Saviour, who. gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and pu- 
rify unto himſelf a peculiar People, zealous 
of good Works, 5 fir 1 
Tis neceſſary in hearing any Diſcourſe, to 


de have the four following Queſtions in ones 
in ind: 1 4 4 

ff. Firſt, What is the Senſe and Meaning of the 
pt Word? How is it to be underſtood ? Where- 


Wore the ſenſe of the ſubject muſt be ſimply 
declared without any Ambiguity, that every 
one may preſently apprehend the Purport and 
Meaning of it. 
Second, Is the Word well grounded? 
Doth it agree with the Scripture? For with- 
out the Scripture one ought veither to think 
Inor ſpeak upon Spiritual Subjects. And if 
the Propofition is founded upon Truth, then 
mdthe third Queſtion is; 
58 Third, Am I fo? Have Iexperiened this? 
\nd then follows, 
Fourth, How (ſhall I come to the Know- 
edge and Practice of it? ; 
= And all this muſt be obſerved in the 
| ee Jeſus Chriſt, it muſt be under- 
„ Conſider'd, ſought afrer and found 


To 


, 
- 


| 


out. 
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To know and to be divinely convinced of 
that Truth, that once above Seventeen hun- 


dred Years ago, Jeſus an extraordinary Man 
has been in the World, who was as truely 
God, as he was the Son of Man; that He in 
the Preſence. of many Thoufands of People, 
Fews and Heathens, died for us on the Croſs, 
that he ſuffered all this both to attone for our 
Sins, and to reconcile us to God, and alſo to 
pull down and deſtroy the Power and Syſtem 
of Sin upon the Croſs, and extirpate it's Ty- 
rany and Dominion from the Face of the Earth, 
to make it a Slave for ever. 

The ſhorteſt Way to a real Faith and Be- 
lief of this is to receive Chriſt, Jobn, i. 12. 
As many as receiv*d him, to them gave he 
Power to become the Sons of God, even to 
them, that believe on his Name. 

Many of his own People did not receive 
him at that Time, he was deſpiſed for his low 
mean Figure, and we eſteemed bim not. 1/a. 
liü. yet his Word and Goſpel was effectual 
with many, fo that he had once more than 
its hundred Brethren together, who adored 
We do not ſee our Saviour with our bodily 
Eyes, which might be of no Signification, as 
we may obſerve in the People of his Time, 
neither can we receive him outwardly, as the 
Faithful did at the Time of his viſible Preſence, 
but the Word of Chriſt is near us and ſets the 
Myſtery of the Croſs in as clear a Light, as if 
the Lord did ſtill hang before our Eyes. 


This 
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This His Word and Teſtimony we muſt be- 
ſieve, receive and keep in Simplicity and Sin 
cerity, as the Primitive Believers did; but 
more eſpecially, when we perceive it to be 

| deliver'd in the Spirit, and the Power of God, 
touches our Hearts, in order to make them 
burn and ſet them all in a Flame. 
. If the Lord did not in this Manner really 
) work upon the Souls, he could reprove no 
one for his Unbelief. 
J Butthe very Words and Tranſactions of our 
Redeemer are laid by the very ſame Spirit be- 
fore our Eyes, through which many Thou- 
ſands were converted in the Time of the Apo- 
g ſtles. | 
© If we believe it ſimply, we ſhall experi- 
o Zence the Power of the Truth, that Jeſus in a 
particular Manner is preſent to our Souls and 
„e that he is the Saviour and Husband of us all. 
4 To believe his Word is our Duty and the 
only Law, whereon our whole Salvation de- 
pends. Jobn iii. 36. Fohn 1. 3. 5. 23. 
We muſt believe in his chief Name, Jeſus 
the Redeemer, the Saviour and Reſtorer of 
Salvation, for he muſt redeem his People from 


ly their Sins. Math. ii. We muſt believe, 
FA Firſs, That he is the Saviour of Sinners, 
e. NVho died for the Sins of the whole World. 
he Second, That he, as a Malefactor in the 


orm of ſinful Fleſh, has hung upon the Croſs 
between two Murtherers, and was thus vilified, 
deſpiſed, . torn and wounded, out of Love to 
dur Souls, | 


Third, 
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Third, That he has purchaſed, reconciled, 


redeemed and ſo highly loved us, that he laid 
down his Life for us, and that thus, becauſe he 
valued our Souls ſo much and bought them at 


fo dear a Rate, he has the firſt Right to us, 


and ought to have all our deepeſt 


eneration 
alone. 4 


In this glorious Redeemer's Name we muſt 


believe. 


This Matter is too weighty, too ſerious and 


too difficult for human Reaſon, fo that Men 

igbt well, according to their natural Senſe 
and Diſpofition, call the Faith, all the Chil- 
dren are directed to, the Burthen of the Lord, 


of which Denomination. the Old Propheſies 


make frequent Mention. 

Many therefore will not approack this 
Truth, and tho* they try, yet ſhrink back 
immediately, becauſe they neither can nor de- 
fire to believe. | > 
This is the very Reafon, why ſo man 
Souls are loſt, not becauſe they have finned, 
but beeauſe of their Unbelief: For without 
Faith "tis impoſſible to pleaſe God. . 

*Tis true, Sin muſt ceaſe: For whoever 
permits Sin to rule over him, or is forced to 
be a Slave to it, has no Faith yet in Chriſt: 
Faith doth never give us leave to Sin, Rom. v. 
The Boldneſs of the Spirit leads the Power 

of Sin Captive. 

But it is alſo true, that Sinning is not the 
Cauſe of Rejection according to the New 
Teſtament, N 


One 
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One ean not enter into Reſt, becauſe of 
Unbelief. ; r 
Wherefore Faith is an eſpecial gracious Be- 
tet and Gift of God, that, whoever pofleſſes 
Wit in Simplicity, can never adore and bleſs God 
enough for it. 
This is the Point ſo hard to many, that 
bey rather chooſe to do and ſuffer any thing: 
*Tis the Cauſe of ſo many religious Ex- 
erciſes, that are many Thouſand times more 
difacult, than Believing, but all invented to 
ſupply the Place of Faith. 
Thus is the Art of Faith a narrow Wa 
and a ftreight Gate, which few find. Matth. 
vii. Whereas indeed the whole Matter lies in 
this, that we ſhould ſuffer ourſehves to be re- 
lieu d. For the whole Entreaty in Chriſt's 
ck ſtead turns u this, that we be willing to 
* be reconciled, 2 Cor. i. 3. Free Grace will 
afterwards do, beſtow and perform all the 
reſt. (A Myſtery hid from moſt.) 
They do not apprehend it, becauſe they 
are either too volatile, or too melancholy, a 
love to tire themſelves. ov 
God is willing to beſtow his Grace upon all 


A Sinners for Chriſt's Sake, and by conferring his 
id: Grace, He caſts natural Sin and natural Good- 
„ Neß into one Lump. | 18 155 


The Wicked and Sinners have the firſt, the 
molt and the neareſt Right, and obtain his 
race ſooneſt and eaſleſtt. | | 
The Converſion of a wicked Man is a ſingle 
Wonder, but the Salvation of a * 
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Man, is a double Wonder, and a great good 


Fortune. 

Chriſt died for Sinners and not for the 
Righteous. | 
We are by Nature all equally Sinners and 
all equally wicked before God, but their Con- 
dition is ſo diſguiſed by Reaſon and Education, 
that very often the People do not know them- 
ſelves. | | 
One judges another from his whole Heart 
and looks upon him-as a Sinner, and condemns 
himſelf unawares. | | 
Thou art the Man, faith Nathan to David, 
who condemned another. 
Many a one, who has not had an Opportu- 
nity or Temptation to Sin, and ſo could not 
have obſerved the Diſpoſition of his Heart; 
ſhould he have the Time, Occaſion and Pow- 
er to Sin, he might be far worſe, than any 
other. For in the Heart lies hid all manner 
of Sin. 2 F „ 

Nay ſuch People cannot but diſcover a 
greater Enmity againſt our Saviour, together 
with greater Unbelief and greater Rage againſt 
the teaching of Grace. 

Tis but a poor Method to judge of Peo- 
ple meerly by their outward Actions; but it 
is much worſe, from the Intermiſſion of this 


or that Action t6 conclude, that. People's 


Minds are free from any Corruption. 
The Lord ſearches the Heart, and his Eye- 
lids look after Faith. | 


Dot 
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Ne Outward Actions fall under the Cogniſance 

of publick Juſtice, where they are judged and 
he puniſhed, which is no more than right. 

But the Divine Judgment penetrates the 
1d Heart and ſearches the inward Principle of 
n- what is good or bad. 
n, Wherefore we muſt all come to Jeſus as 
n- Sinners and accuſe ourſelves according to our 

Hearts as Rebels, Fornicators, Drunkards, as 
irt impertinent, wild and falſe Creatures, and as 
ns WM ſuch implore his Grace and Righteouſneſs pur- 

chaſed by his Blood. Tis he that juſtifies the 
id, Ungodly. 

The moſt innocent and moſt pious, who 
tu- perhaps has led an unblameable Life from his 
ot Mothers Womb, ſo that for his good Education 
rt; he might be counted a Saint, of whom no bo- 
W- dy had ſeen or heard any ill, he falls under 
ny equal Condemnation with Men of the moſt re- 
ner WM probate Sort. MP 8 

| None for his little Good is better, and none 
ra for bis many Enarmities worſe. 
her All want one and the ſame Grace, the ſame 
inſt Mercy and the fame Blood of a Redeemer, 
neither doth our willing or running, our Re- 
eo- pentance and Amendment avail any thing but 
it his Mercy, Chriſt's Satisfaction and Attone- 
ment upon the Croſs. _ | ** 
This precious Truth tho it may be miſap- 
plied and abuſed, to carnal Security, yet it 
is and remains nevertheleſs an eternal Truth. 
It promotes alſo the Union in Religion, 
and has hitherto been the only real. Contro- 
verſy in Matters of Faith, | 5 


20 
It makes alſo the chief Conduct of Souls ſo 
ſhort and eaſy. 
Then every one acknowledges himfelf a 
Sinner in his Degree and humbleth himſelf for 
the Grace beſtowed upon him, which is great 
in all, and merited for all. 
There are ſo many different ſorts of Men en- 
flaved by Satan, through fo many Forms of 
Wickednefs and deluded under the Pretence of 
Goodneſs, who certainly could never be dif- 
entangled but by being made ſenfible of an 
epidemical Diſeaſe and of an univerſal Remedy 
proper for it. | | 
Thus one can demonſtrate, that all Men 
want Grace, as well profligate as honeſt, that 
all of them want the Blood of Chrift, which Wl 
alone can avert the future Wrath, repelt Satan iſ 
and Hell, purify the Heart, cure our Diſeaſe, 
root out the Love of Sin from the Bottom, and 
reſtore and make all good again. 
All this is of Weight with God. 
We are Sinners as well with all our beft 
Performances, as with all our Enormities. 
And without Chriſt no good. Refolution to 
avoid Sin and to live godly avails any thing, 
Wherefore our main and moſt important 
'Buſinefs ought to be to obtain Faith in Chriſt, 
but caſt of all other things and forget them as 
a Child, and Jeſus muſt come to be our Faith, 
-our Love and Hope, the whole and fole Ob- 
Jett and End of our Life, fo that all our 
Thoughts, Words and Defires be full of Him; 
then they are right and approved by God tor 
his ſake. * ä 
| And 
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And chen we dare nat tremble like ke De- 
CO- 


us by our Faith, but can 2 ſincere 
dent like Children. 
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FESUS 
n 
I * A 4 Prong Tower and a City of 
7, a efuge into. which we muſt fly for 
, > Safety. Prov. x. 
W t few Men underſtand it. 


| The Angel of the Lord explains 
he Signification of it to the Virgin Mary, 
Matth. 1. 21. Thou Halt call bis Name Je- 
us For be ſhall ſave or redeem bis People 
tom heir Sins. 

The Explication of this Name was necel- 
ary for two Reaſons. by 
. Hr, Becauſe the Jews out of their own 
1: Motion waited for the Maſſab as their King, 
b. Naly regarding their outward Neceſſiey, Preſ- 
b. re and Slavery, as generally natural People 
ur o., Who know of no other Trouble than bo- 
m; iy and publick Calamity, and are hardly to 
lor e convinced, that Sin is the greateſt of all 
vils, ſo that the Prophet breaks out: Where- 


nd fore 


[ 22 ] 
fore doth à living Man complain, a Man for 
the Puniſhment of his Sins. Lam. iii. 39, It 
was alſo neceſſary. 

Second, Becaule they might have concluded 
from the Examples of former Deliverances, 
that one of their old Heroes would be their 
Reliever, ſuch as God had ſent formerly, when 
they prayed to him in their Neceſſity: As 
in the Time of the Judges, who delivered 
them from the Oppreſſion of their Enemies, and 
reſtored and renewed the old Government 
among the People: For which Reaſon they 
were called Saviours. 

They might have alſo made an eaſy Appli- 
cation of their preſent Yoke under the Ro- 
mans. "4 
Wherefore the old Prophets told them: 
Thy King comes to thee meek; By which Ex- 
preſſion all the Ideas of Gideon, Sampon, 
Jepbibab and Barak were beaten down. 

For this Reaſon Jobn was ſent to convince 
the People, that their Salvation conſiſted in 
the Remiſſion of their Sins. 

And from this very Ground the Angel de- 
clares, that the Saviour would deliver them 
from the Dominion and Power of Sin. 

For the Son of God was manifeſted for this 
Purpoſe to take away our Sins. 

But which is that People, he is to ſave? 
Chiefly and properly the Jes, to whom he 
was ſent. agg | 

I am not ſent but unto the loſt Sheep of the 
Houſe of Iſrael. % OT 


He 
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n 2 came unto his own, and his own Kindred 
John i. 
y But when his Office was no where leſs 
4 alued, than in his own Country and among 
is own Nation, and the Fews did not receive 
im as their Meſſiab, but would have a tem- 
oral King of Iſrael, who ſhould make them 
appy, by a worldly Kingdom; then the 
eathen and the whole World were choſen, 
nd the Word, His Pure had a vaſt Ex- 
ent. 
And other 5 heep I have, which are not of this 
Fold: Them alſo I muft bring. John. x. 16. 
We are not of this Tribe nor of the ſame 
old, but we come in by Grace to py their 
lace. 
Therefore *tis ſaid Matth. xxviii. Go ye 
nd teach all Nations. They ſhould begin to 
breach at Jeruſalem, in Fudea and Samaria, 
It HF WEr as go to the uttermoſt Parts of 
eBatth. © 
It was our Saviour? 8 longing Deſire to — 
hat Fire ſoon kindled, he was to ſend upon 
he Earth. 
He is a Saviour of all Men, Tim. i. 4. but his 
zelievers experience, enjoy and make Ule of 
nd improve it. | 
The Apoſtles recommend his Salvation in 
their Words and Writings, that every one 
ny have a Right to it, if he will. 
For Jeſus is the univerſal Reſtorer of all 
ankind, and the Propitiation not for ours 
nly, but for the Sins of the whole Moon 
obn, i. 2. | 


The 
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The great Gulph, Hedge and Maddie wall of 
Partition is broken down, and thoſe, wvbo ſome- 
times were fer off, are made nigh by the 
Blood of Cbriſt. &pb: ii. 
But this is no Contradiction at all to that 
Text, where tis ſaid, John, xvii. that he did 
not pray for che World, but for bis Believers 
For that was his aft Will and Teſtament, 
when our Saviour was wholly taken up with 
mak ing his Will and. conſtituting Executors. 

But on the Croſs he remember*d not only 
bis. own, that were in the World, whom he 
loved unto the End, but alſe thoſe chat cruci. 
fied him, his Enemies, the greateſt Sinners and 
Tranſgreſſors, 1/a. lit.” and made Interceſſi 
ons for them. 

The firſt Proof of his Interceſſion being 
anſwered, was manifeſted in the Thief that 
was crucified with him, that was convertet 
and made his Friend. 

But which is that Sin, he is to deliver u 
ſrom? Every one knows and feels, that Sin 
is no Good nor Happineſs for Man, but ons 
need not make a large Deſcription of it accord 
ing to the Law, but briefly according to the 
Goſpel, John, iii. 9. where the not believiny 
on Feſus is that very Sin, when one either * 
the Saviour, John. xv. or from a carnal Mind 
one doth not care neither for him nor his Fe 
lowſhip, Rem. vin. ' which Enmity of Unbef 
lief extends itſelf ſo far, that even 32 Children 
and Servants of God are hated, becauſe the 
are in Fayour with God. He boaſts ume, 0 
being a Child of Go. Wiſd. ii. 
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Ye muſt be bated of all Men for my Names 
ſake, John, xvi. . | 
This has not only happened in Times of 
Heatheniſm, when it was ſaid: Vir bonus, 
ſed malus, quia Chriſtianus: He is a good 
Man, but becauſe he is a Chriſtian, he is good 
for nothing; but it is the ſame Caſe now even 
in the midſt of Chriſtendom. . | 


t *Tis very well known, that it is no particu- 
« lar Merit or Quality to confeſs one's ſelf a 
al Follower of Chriſt. How little Merit and 


WF Hovour accompanies the Teſtimony of Jeſus 
Chriſt ? On the contrary, how much Ignomi- | 


and ny and Perſecution is not annex'd to it? 

175 Indeed the Witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt, are not 
concern'd about that, becauſe the Love to the 

in Croſs of Chriſt and the Salvation they enjoy 

* in their Lord is dearer to them, than any 

ried ching elle. The know, He fared no better, 


but was firſt and moſt perſecuted, Zoby. xv. 
and that their Suffering is nothing in Compa- 
riſon of what He bore in his whole Life. nay of 
all that gdite he daily ſuffereth from the World. 
He is deſpiſed and rejected of Men, 2 Cor. 
v. 15. What St. Paul ſaith of himſelf ; I love 
much, but yet am little beloved; is more abun- 
dantly verifed in our Head, who as in all 
Things ſo in Suffering has the Preheminence. 
For if we conſider the miſerable Senſe, Re- 
ſpect and Opinion we have had of and towards 
him from our Infancy, how little our Humi- 
lity, and how great our Ingratitude towards 
his Merits, and how flagrant our Averſion 
» B gagainſt 
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againſt his holy Example, and how ſecret an 
Antipathy againſt his People, tho? we are called 
Chriftians and were baptis'd into his Name! 
Therefore the very Subſtance of Sin is to be 
found in Unbelief, manitefting itfelf either in 
2 careleſs Indifference, Eſttangement and Neg- 
lect towards the Lord, or in declared Enmity 
and Rebellion againſt him. Manifeſt Enormi- 
ties, which Conſctence and the Law condemns, 
are but the Fruits and Evidences of the in- 
ward Corruption and the depraved Principle 
of the Heart from whence Sin proceeds, and 
according to which all Mankind may be di- 
vided into two Sorts, either they are quite 
Dead, or they are excited to Lite. | 


Thoſe that are in their Corruption are quite 


Dead and Infenſtble i. e. very eaſy in them- 
ſelves, may ſometimes have the Character of 
very honeſt, quiet, nay good and pious Peo- 
ple, as having a Senſe of God and Conſcience ; 
but in reallity have no Senſe of our Redeemer 
and are very cold and inſenſible to real Good- 
neſs, and upon this Account are without him, 
and confequently without God. 

They may nevertheleſs mean well, do a 
great deal of Good, their Mind and Under- 
ſtanding may be raiſed ſometimes by the Con- 
ſideralion of the Word of God and the Power 
of preventing Grace, or many Times by folid 
Meditations and Concluſions; but all this reaches 
no further than their Fancy or reaſoning Fa- 
culty, vaniſhes again and 1s no divine Seed, 
Fohn, i. 5. 18. becauſe it doth not laſt nor 


is permanent. | | 
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i were his Seed, it would remain in us, 

Jobn, iii. 9. 
e Nay it may happen, that ſuch People have 
vo Averfion to, nor obſtruct the Kingdom of 
. Wl Chriſt, nay they may be very uſeful in pro- 
y moting it and Lovers of Goodneſs, but their 
Heart is and remains a Rock. 
They may alſo be convinced, that they are 
a. miſerable and worthleſs Wretches within them- 
e ſelves, but theſe are but unſettled and tranſi- 
id W tory Thoughts, by which they remain Lazy, 
q Indolent and Careleſs, and cannot rouze tbem- 
ite {elves thoroughly, have no Strength to help 

themſelves and fo remain dead. p. 
"of They are however Lovers of Goodneſs and 
m- Wl their Heart is a tender Object of our Savi- 
our, ſo that, when he ſees it fit to lead them 
into the Paths of Grace, he quickly relieveth 


geo- ” . . 
de; chem, except they ſatisfy themſelves in their 
ner Preſent Condition, and ſo run the Riſque of their 
od- Salvation. 


Theſe dead People are either Virtuous, who 
in a falſe and from Satan permitted Sanctity 
and Reformation can proceed ſo far, that they 
may have the Appearance of Angels, 

Or are Vicious. Tho? they live in all man- 
ner of Sins, yet do not Blaſpheme, but leave 
ſolidil the Good as it is, like the unhappy Felix, for 
iche chey are dead to Spiritual Things. | 
Fa- Another Sort of Unbelievers are not dead, 
Seed, but lively and active enough, enlivened by the 

Spirit of the World and enflamed by Hell, 
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They carry the Image of Satan about them, 
and are declared, open, cunning and enſlaved 
Enemies of the Kingdom of Chriſt, ſet them- 
ſelves with all their Might and Main to oppoſe 
it and make it a particular Merit and religious 
Duty, to be inſtrumental in oppoſing the 
Work of the Lord's Servants; and tho? they 
get neither Credit nor Profit by it, but rather 
Shame and Diſadvantage, yet they will do it. 

Theſe are the moſt dangerous Inſtruments 
of Satan, and perhaps become his Martyrs: 
They are almoſt invincible, and ſince it is very 
hard, nay almoſt impoſſible, to convince them 
of their ſo deeply rooted Prejudices and Errors, 
the Lord muſt apply very uncommon Means 
for their Deliverance. 

Again, they are Virtuous like Sau}, who 
was very furious, and thought within himſelf, 
that he ought to do many Things contrary to 
the Name of Jeſus, and yet was unblameable 
according to the Law. Or they are Vicious, 
who with their groſs Sins are alſo Scoffers and 
profeſt Enemies of the Truth, and are 
grieved to look upon the Servants of Chriſt, 
becauſe they reprove their Thoughts. Nd. i. 
whereof Herodias is a plain Inſtance. 

All theſe unhappy Sorts of People are loſt 
and undone, and want a Saviour, who muſt ſaveWn 
them if they ſhall and will be Saved. f 

But what Signiſies the Word Save? It ſig- 
nifies to reſcue Souls from the Power of Dark 
neſs, and to tranſlate them into the Kingdom 
of Chriſt Jeſus, who will raiſe the Dead to Lite, 
reſtore the Slaves of Satan to Liberty, take 
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away the Enmity and Unbelief, and beſtow 
Faith and. Love. | 

Our Saviour himſelf muſt make the begin- 
ning of ſuch a Salvation. For none of his 
Witneſſes require of Men, that they ſhould 
begin to = themſelves, but our Saviour 
ſays: 1 will draw all Men after me, they ſhall 
only ſuffer themſelves to be deliver'd and re- 
concil'd. 

He will do all by his Spirit, ſend a Fire 
upon the Earth, pour out his Love into all 
Hearts, nay endow the Dead with the Breath 
of Life: Here one muſt do nothing but qui- 


" Wetly attend the Voice of the Lord, when he 
P comes to approach the Heart with his Power, 


with his Fire, with his orewingh, and with his 
\ Spirit, and then not to confer with Fleſh 
ie and Blood, but to be obedient to the heavenly 
Viſitation. 


vs God ſees according to his infinite Wiſdom, 
dle how to deal with every Soul. 

123 The Manner, Occaſions, and Times are ſo 
= different, that they cannot be determined. 


The Lord touches one in a Sermon, another 
at Home, another in the Street, another in the 
Field, again- another in the midſt of the Ca- 
reer of his Sins, | 

Wherefore it is not Goſpel-like to preſcribe 
Rules, Methods and Diſpoſitions, or require 
an Equality of Souls. We muſt leave all that 


ig; to the free Grace of our Redeemer, how he 
0 may and will Jay hold of Souls, 
| fe Now ſince our Saviour is ready by his pre- 


enting Grace to purſue Souls. It is a great 
3 unpard- 
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unpardonable and Heaven-piercing Sin, not 
to attend and regard our Saviour, when he 
comes with his divine Power to work upon 
the Soul, or to be indifferent and careleſs in ſuch 
a Matter of eternal Moment. 

One may often loſe in an Inſtant, what one 
cannot recover in a whole Year, all our felf- 
feeking being but in vain, till our Saviour, 
who in the mean Time is retired, returns 
again, | 

Wherefore *tis highly neceſſary, whenever 
fuch a precious Viſitation of Grace appears in 
the Soul, to ſet aſide even the weightieſt 
Affairs, becauſe theſe may be abundantly re- 
trieved. | 

Nay if you were at Church, 4nd felt in your 
Heart, that the Holy Spirit did begin to 
preach, you ſhould follow Luther's Advice, 
to let the Miniſter go on with his Sermon, and 
you attend the Motions of Grace in your 
Heart, 

This is well to be obſerved, that one ma 
not obſtruct and hinder the Work of God, 
but keep up and further the ſame with Pray- 
ers and Supplications, | 

This may be done in the Heart, if one has 
no other Opportunity, with a ſhort Lord have 
Mercy upon me a Sinner | Which is as preva- 
lent with God, as a long Prayer. For Moſes 
faid not one Word and yet cried.” | 

But it muſt be no conſtrained Affectation, but 
the mere Effect of free Grace, elſe one may hin- 
der ones {elf and others too; yet one ought to 

| mix 
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mix Faith with the Word, and to let the 
Work of Grace have its free Courſe. 

Neither doth this depend upon any one's 
Courage, Underſtanding, Capacity or Wor- 
thineſs, much leſs upon any volatile high 
e Flights, exceeding the Borders appointed of 
- W God, but upon his tree Merc 
', The original Cauſe of all Grace is only to 
be ſought for in the Merit and Satisfaction of 

Chriſt, He in his bloody Croſs and Paſſion 
r Wmuſt be all in all to us, and the only Cauſe of 
in Wour Salvation. 


For on the Croſs he was initiated with the /* 


bloody Bapriſm as the Saviour of the World, 
and there his Name Jeſus was ſealed to all 

ur Eternity. a1 
to Wherefore he that underſtands the My- 
e, Witery of the Croſs and the Wounds of Chriſt, 
nd Mcan never want Comfort and Relief, even, tho? 
ur Nhe were the greateſt Sinner, for Chrift is the 
Propitiation for all Sins paſt and future toall 
Eternity. oath 
On the Croſs he made a Confeſſion for all the 
orld, when he ſaid: Father! Forgive them. 
And when he cried 'out: *T;s finiſbed: He 
gave Abſolution to all wicked Rebels. 
He that believes on bim, is not condemned. 
Upon this Confideration we need not be 
anxious, leſt Souls ſhould not be humbled and 
ontrite- enough for their Sins. | 

In receiving Grace, all muſt feel a certain 
Degree of Humiliation, as much as our Sa- 
lour fees neceſſary for them. to their new 
reation. 


— 


B 4. For- 
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For as in the laſt Day thoſe, that ſhall be 
alive and remain, ſhall not prevent them, that 
are aſleep. (What others have experienced who 
have been long Dead, the ſame they that are then 
living, muſt experience in the Twinkling of an 
Eye, when their Corruption is to be changed 
into Incorruption,) Even ſo can ſome in a Mo- 
ment, or in a few Hours, experience all that, 
which others in many Days and Years feel; 
becauſe thoſe Things in the Conduct of Souls 
are inconceivable, and the Impediments in 
ſome ſeem to be inſurmountable. 

Thus no Rules nor Bounds can be preſcribed 
to our Saviour in the Humiliation and Con- 
verſion of Sinners, but we muſt ſubmit all in- 
tirely to his Wiſdom, how. much Remorſe and 
Contrition he will diſtribute to every one and 
how ſoon he will convince and deliver them, 

His Delight is ſurely to ſave and deliver 
ſpeedily. | 

Thy King comes to thee a Saviour and 1 
Helper, 

The ordinary Method of our Saviour 1s not 
to preſcribe Souls a long Preparation and Form 
of Repentance, but it coſts him oftentimes bu! 
one Word, and Grace is preſent and takes away 
all Sins. 3 

And ſince that is the greateſt Miſery not to 
have nor to love our Saviour, as on the con- 
trary it is Heaven on Earth to live in tit 
Grace and Love of Chriſt ; ſo he will manifci 
himſelf to us as a Saviour, beſtow Faith and 
meet us with the Offer of his Salvation. 
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Now, as we uſually love to ruminate upon 
thoie Things that may contribute the leaſt to 
our Advantage and Profit; ſo it is but juſt 
and highly requiſite to meditate ſilently and 
ſeriouſly upon this Matter, ſo that we may 
once by our own Experience be enabled to 
ſay: He can ſave, He can deliver all that 
come to him. | 


The TüIRD DrscourseE: 
CHR 18 T. 


E have found the Meſſias, which 
is by Interpretation, the Chriſt. 
BY This Name he had already in the 
x Old Teſtament, and has ever been 
= === an Ointment poured out to the 
Faithful. Cantic. i. : 

He muſt firſt manifeſt himſelf as Jeſus every 
where, then the Soul will alſo experience him 


Jas Chriſt. After the Communication of Grace 


in his Blood, Souls are alſo made Partakers of 
his Oyl and Anointing. Jobn i. 2. 

The Name Jeſus is his own proper Name, 
which he bears as our Fleſh and Blood for 
the Benefit of all Men, be they ever ſo dead 

lick, or ever ſo miſerable and ſinful, by 
B 5 8 this 
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this his Name all can and ſhall obtain Life 
Salvation. | 

But the Name of Chriſt is the Name of his 
Office, and belongs only to thoſe, that are his 
redeemed One's already. They ſhall experi- 
| ence him as the Anointed. | 

The Name of Jeſus refers to his general In- 

terceſſion for Sinners on the Croſs: F#ather 
forgive them. The Name of Chriſt relates to 
his laſt Will and Feſtament, he made with his 
Father, wherein be prays for thoſe, the Fa- 
ther had given him. Fobn. xvii. 

The Name is Reverend and of great Impor- 
tance, for the Father has ſealed and ſanctified 
him for that End. John. vi. He has appointed 
him to be the Lord and CHRIST. Do 
not provoke him, for my Name is in him, as it 
was ſaid in the Old Teſtament. Exog. 
XX1H. 21. | 


and 


*Tis the more to be lamented to ſee the 


Name of Chriſt ſo much abuſed and vilifed, 
and all thoſe, who have hitherto bore his Name 
and never confider'd its Dignity, ought to be 
bighly aſhamed before his Face and tremble at 
their bold Preſumption. 
We all are called Chriſtians, but we do not 
Geferve that Name, one ſhould rather call us 
Pretenders to Chriſtianity or People that pro- 
feſs the Religion and Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
outwardly confeſs him. This Name is not 
only uſed and taken up as the Name of any 
other Sect, but is of a long Standing, for the 
Primitive Chriſtians were fo called from the 
Author and Founder of their Religion. 2 
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The Name of Chriſt belongs only to the 
Head and his Members. | 

Some fingle Perſons have alſo applied this 
Name to themſelves, in which Senſe Luther 
ſaid once of himfelf: I am CErif. | 

There was a Time, wherein ſome People 
preſumed to difpute about and arrogate to 
themſelves the Name of Chriſt, but upon what 
Ground, is manifeſt. 

He that will call himſelf a Chriſtian indeed 
and in Truth, muſt be able to ſay with the 
ſame Truth: I /ive, yet not I, but Chriſt lives 
in me. 5 
It is true however, that the Church is cal 
led Chriſt in Scripture. 

As the Body is one, and has many Mem- 
bers, and all the Members of that one Body, 
being many, are one Body; ſo alſo is Chrift, 
1 Cor. Xii. 

am not at all able to deſcribe a Name, 
which is of ſo great Importance, and contains 
ſo many Myſteries, Benefits, Offices and 
Ble ſſings. 

Truly a Soul, that knows the Name 
of Chriſt, muſt humble herſelf in Duſt and 
Aſhes before the Throne of his Majeſty and 
Glory, and is, as it were, taken from Jeſus's 
Boſom and caſt to his Feet for her ſelf Abaſe- 
ment, Shame and deepeſt Acknowledgment of 
her own Unworthineſs. —— 
Chriſt Ggnifies an Anointed. He poſſeſſeth 
all that together in m_ — Degree and 

| Pre- 


= Preheminence, which all thoſe in the Old Teſ- 
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tament had, who were called Anointed. 

Now. there were three Sorts of Perſons 
anointed; the Kings, Prieſts and Prophets, 
Chriſt bears all theſe three Names and Offices; 
For he is called: | 

Firſt, The King of the Lord. P/al. ii. The 
King of Kings and the Prince of Kings, who alſo 
creates the Kings. Rev. 1. 

Second, The Prieſt according to the Order 
of Melchiſedeck ; the High-Prieſt lite Aaron, 
He conſtitutes all the Prieſts of God, Rev. i. 

Third, The great Prophet mighty in Word 
and Deed, the Teacher come from God; the Lea- 
der of the Elders ;, that rule well and labour in 
the Word and Doctrine; the Firſt Martyr of the 
New Covenant. (They dare ſpeak nothing bur 
what Chriſt works in them.) 

Fourth, He himſelf is the King of the whole 
World: His Government is Univerſal, all 
Things depend upon his Breath, the Beaſts 
of the Field, Eſa. Ixiii. 14. And be preſerveib 
them. | 

The Father upholds every Thing by him as 
the Word of his Power, Heb. i. All Man- 
kind live, move and have their Being in Him. 
Aas xvii. All muſt ſerve him according to 
that Glory and Majeſty, which he had, be- 
fore the World was. John. xvil. 

But his Anointing from the Father into 
this World was for no worldly Throne, but for 
a Kingdom in the Hearts of Men; wherefore 
our King of Peace in bis Kingdom of the 2 

| oth 
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goth not make uſe of that Power, by which he 
an ſubdue all things to himſelf. 
He reſts in his Children, when they are to 
ffer. It ſeems then often as if the World and 
zatan the Prince thereof could do what they 
ould, and as if it was an End with Chriſt, and 
U his Flock were caſt down and overcome. 
For he doth not hinder nor exempt his Chil- 
ren from the Croſs and Sufferings. He has 
ffer'd himſelf, and his Kingdom in the Time 
reſent is and remains a Kingdom of the Croſs. 
Chriſtians therefore uſe no Methods to with- 
raw themſelves or to avoid Sufferings by their 
iches, Authority or Power. The Servant 
not greater than his Maſter. 

Doth the Lord not uſe his Power and keeps 
concealed 3 even ſo muſt his Diſciples, be 
hey never ſo great Princes and Lords in the 
orld, learn to be quiet, and ſilently ſubmit 
nder all Perſecutions for the Sake of his Ho- 
our and Doctrine. 

But when the Time comes, that the Lord 
ill execute ſomething through his Children, 
nd they ſhall uſe not only Patience, but 
ſo the powerful Faith of che Saints: 

Then nothing can reſiſt them, but all muſt 
cceed, and all the Creatures, even the Wicked 
emſelves muſt promote their Work in the 
ord with all their Might. 


nto The Government of our King is wiſe. and 
tor Wonderful, and humbly to be adored in its 
fore Wepih. _ | | 

70/5 All muſt at laſt ſubmit and be bowed down 


oth his Feet; for he is and remains the * 
an 


diem, that are ſanckißed. 
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and Judge vf all the World, and all Knees in 
Heaven, on Earth, and under the Earth mult 
bend before him in his Time. 

His Name as High-Prieſt is likewife Majc- 
ſtick to us. ba | 

As ſuch He is appointed to be an univerſi] 
Mediator, Redeemer and Intercefſor. He 
attones for and purifies all by his Blood. He 
is a faithful High-Prieſt ro make Reconcili. 
ation for the Sins of the People, Heb. ii. 17, 
and by one Offering he has perfected for eve 


o- 


He prays for us: 
Reſtores us to his Father's Face, 
As fully ranſom'd by his Grace, 
He alſo brings our Prayers before the Lord 
and makes them valid, to which the Third 
Article of our Chriſt ian Belief refers about th 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, which he daily and fully 
applies to us. | 
Although we are endowed with Grace, ye 
we daily want his Blood and Interceſſion. Fe 
all our beſt Deeds are fo full of Frailty an 
Imperfection, that they are of no Value 4 
all without him. 
We want his Interceſſion for ever, that Gol 
may be merciful to us, becauſe we neithe 
have nor ſhall ever have any Worth and Me 
rit in ourſelves. | 
His Blood ſpeaks more powerfully and effec 
tually than that of Abel: For that called ft 
Vengeance againſt his Brother: But ti 
Blood of Chriſt interceeds tor Grace as well i 
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who actually ſhed it, as for us, who had as 
ruly a Hand in it. 

Becauſe by Nature we are all his Enemies 
d Crucifiers. 

As we were Partakers of the Sin of Alam, 
ay would be ſo ſtill, if it were to be com- 
red this very Day. 

We have at leaſt treated bis Blood ſo coldly 
nd negligently, and been as hard and inſenſibſe 
gainſt it, as the Stones. 
Wherefore it highly becomes us to humble 
urſelves and regard his Grace as a Majeftith | 
race, which we ought to ſeek and to ſue tor 
ith a moſt burning Zeal, | | 
This Grace N can never obtain with any 
Deeds, Promiſes of Amendment, nor any 
Mortifications and good Reſolutions of our 
vn; but we muſt beg it with Tears for God's 
wn Mercy*s Sake, with a conſtant Humiliation 
nd with forfaking and abhorring all the Works 
f our own Righteouſneſs, wherein we for- 
zerly placed our Salvation without him. 

We muſt give the Honour to the Grace and 
erits of Chriſt, and throw ourſelves before 
e Throne of his Grace as poor miſerable 
inners, who neither can nor know to help 
zmſelves: Then ſhall his Scepter be reach d 
ut 10 us. | 

He is alſo. the great Teacher come from 
od, who conſtitutes all other Servants and 
ue Prophe ts of God. | 

'Tis he, that puts the Word of Truth into 
ir NMouths; He! is Amen, the true * 


40 
the. * of Witneſſes and the Truth 
Itlelt. | | 

He ſpoke himſelf with ſuch Emphaſis, that 
the Hearts were burning, and he muft til! 
daily pour out his Spirit and co-operate with þ 
the Word. 1 | 

He forces no body to his Goſpel, but the 
Sweetneſs of his Grace conſtrains and leads the 
Souls, as well as their own Miſery, that they 
muſt come to Him. 1 4 

He is alſo a Preacher to the Poor; plain 
ſimple People, and Laymen, have ever been 
his fitteſt Inſtruments, and thoſe that hear 
him, muſt lay their Wiſdom aſide and-become 
Children. 

But what he is he communicates alſo to 
his Children and makes them Kings, Prieſts 
and Prophets. | 

They have the Honour to wear his Oyl, hi: 
Seal and his Name. Wherefore it is their 
Office to glorify and proclaim that Prophet, 
who has been their Teacher. 

As the Husband, ſo is his Wife: The 
whole Church is made up of Kings, who tho 
they are conceal'd to the outward Senſes, yet 
rule in Truth throughout the World, like 
their Lord and Head. 
As to their Bodies, they are ſubje& to all 
the higher Powers; but for their Spirit, they 
are placed above all >lavery, into that Libert) 
to wnich the Son has brought them 

They rule their own Mind Frou. xvi 32. 

A Man without Chi: 1s , Slave to hs 
Pride, Luſt, Avarice. i fs, and can 
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ot reſiſt, but is dragg'd by their Chains from 
one Danger into another. 


But he that is in Chriſt, overcomes all that, 
and becomes a Lord over all his Paſſions, nei- 


ber doth he dare to Sin any more, and if he 


lurſt, he would not. 
A Member of Chriſt looks upon Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs of Life, as a great Happi- 
eſs and Benefit. 
Faith 1s his Duty and Holineſs his Nature, 
and whereas other Men diſpute with Sin, 
rreſtle and fight againſt it, and yet perhaps 
are overcome, according to the pathetick De- 
cription of St. Paul, Rom. vii. the Members 
of Chriſt are aſſured, that, ſince Death, the 
Wages of Sin, is under their Feet Al is Durs, 
whether Life or Death, 1 Cor. iii. 22. Since 
they Nlipt their Necks out of the Collar of the 
Law, that kept them in Bondage before, (but 
the Law is the Power of Sin;) Sin muſt with 


Ja Word be trod down to the Ground and dare 


not riſe, till we pleaſe öurſelves. 

Chriſtians are Prieſts of God, who daily 
walk in their holy Apparel, and lift up holy 
Hands without Wrath and Doubting: They 
endeavour to be well ſettled and to grow 
Manly, they keep themſelves. unpolluted from 
all Things, and purily themſelves in the 
Blood of Chriſt, becauſe they bear the Lords 
Veſſels. 

But the chief Duty of their Prieſthood is to 
carry the Death and the bloody Sacrifice of 
their Redeemer continually within their Heart, 
and diligently to enter into the Sanctuary; 
which 
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which Prayer of theirs doth not confiſt in 3 
long Form of empty Words nor eloquent Pe- 
riods, but their Hearts keep always more in 
Store, than they can utter, 

Prayers are no Sermons, we ought to pray 
without ceaſing. 

Again : we are Prieſts of the living God. We 
ought to preſent our Bodies a living Sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable unto God. 

He that has well learnt this double Service 
of the Lord, who can Pray and can Sanctify 
himſelf unto the Lord, will never think it diffi- 
cult to be a Witneſs of the Lord. 

He need not ſtudy to find out Words, 
ſince the Heart is full of the Thing itſelf 

From this Prieſthood Office of the Chriſ- 
tians ſome will prove, that they can alſo 
reach. 

But that is not the cloſeſt Proof. 

*Tis true, the Prieſts Lips kept the Truth 
formerly; yet Teaching was not their proper 
Buſineſs. : 

Witneſſes and Prophets were indeed diffe- 
rent from Prieſts. 1 

They had Prophetical Schools, wherein 
Scholars were inſtructed and prepared for 
Teaching. | . 

Yet 'tis true, that that Office was not tied 
to a certain Tribe, but a Prieſt like Zacha- 
rias, a Prince like T/aiahb, a Herdſman like 
Amos, all three had a Right to teich. 

Chriſtians are a choſen Generation, All ap- 

inted to be Prophets and Children of the 

ſew Covenant, to ſhew forth the Praiſe of 


11 
him who has called them, 1 Pet. ii. 9. This 
ry Grace and Gift was promiſed of old even 
o the meaneſt Male and Female Servants, 
gel ii. | | 
And it neither conſiſts in eloquent Speeches, 
hor in anſwering intricate Queſtions: but in 
Ve Ichis, that, when they meet with others, the 
ce, Pobject of their Diſcourſe is only upon the 
Senſe, State and Condition of Souls, that have 
any Experience of what Grace and our Sa- 
yiour is, and about the moſt plain and eaſy 
ay to attain to that Experience. 
But they muſt declare no more than they 
have experienced themſelves, and what they 
re ſure of, that ſo they may do no Harm by 
* uiding Souls inſtead of carry ing them 
ther. | | 
It is very edifying, to ſee People and Wit- 
neſſes of the Lord in theſe our Times, who 
ith Nbave no other Reward and Salary but Con- 
der Itempt, ſpoiling of Goods, Danger of Life 
ad Death, nay all chat is difficult to Man 
fe- and contrary to Nature. = 
| This convinces us, that the Lord is ſure of 
ein Ibis Servants. and theſe ſure of their Lord. 
for N Tberefore I bave not fled from thee, my Shepherd, 
neuter have I defired to fee good Days, Thou 
ied Minweſt it. | 
ha- Ye Children of God! Ye are an anointed 
ke Hand honoured le; but caſt yourſelves 
down at the Feet of Cuxisr, bow down and 
p- Miumble yourſelves : Ye have Grace, and are 
the made Partakers of him, whoſe Anointing ye 
have received, and ye know all Things. . 
l ut 
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But all Ye, that know nothing; of this 
Mercy, and to whom Jeſus is ſtill a Stranger, 
what will you underſtand of him? 

What Name do you carry about you with 
the Danger of your Life? i be 

For the Lord will not held him guiltleſs, that 
takes bis Name in vain. 


| * 
The FouRTRH Dis couns E. 


J ery 'C od begotten of the Father 
From Eternity. 


n do not deſign to produce here 
8 1} a Demonſtration of the eternal 
an” Godhead of Chriſt, which might 
perhaps be required, but only 
EXE relate the moſt weighty and 
known Circumſtances of his Divinity. 
The natural Reaſon, why we chuſe to avoid 
all Arguments, tho” they according to tht 
common Opinion might ſeem highly necel- 
ſary, is this, becauſe iz wants no Demonſtra. 
tion at all, for theſe two Reaſons: 
The firſt, why we ought not to demon- 
ftrate it, is, becauſe it is as abſurd not (0 


þ 


believe, that Jeſus Chriſt, if he is 8 N 


18. 
od, is God (like his Father) as to queſtion, 
hether one, that is born of 'a Man, is ſeen 
and confeſſed by every body to be the Image 
of his Father, and acknowledged as ſuch by 
he Father himſelf, to be a Man. 

To prove Chriſt's Divinity one need but 
ze, whether he is called the Son of God, and 
he only begotten Son of God. Wherefore, 
o repeat it over again, he is, without any 
arther Demonſtration, as ſurely God, becauſe 
is Father is God, as a Child is a Man, be- 
auſe his Father is a Man. | 

Therefore we neither ſhould nor could dif. 
DUute about ſuch things, if we had our Un- 
erſtanding, we were created in at fyrit, fill 
' Watire, and were not fo diſtracted and con- 
Founded, that we want to have the cleareſt 
things explained to us, and in order to put 
dur Reaſon upon the right Scent again, to 
have a particular Diſcipline, The Buſineſs of 
which is, to define and explain thoſe things to 
cholars, which any unlearned Boy under- 
ſtands without any Definition or Explanation, 
ven when he pronounces them. 8 
It is here very neceſſary, that in this ſacred 
Truth about which ſo many loſe themſelves, 
to have Recourſe to the moſt ſimple and moſt 
natural Ideas of Things ; then we ſhall ſoon 
be convinced to our Comfort, that he is the 
only begotten Son of the Father from all 
ternity. | 
| The ſecond Reaſon, why we ought not to 
diſpate about the Divinity of Jeſus, is to 
old all manner of uncooth and impertinent 
Ex- 
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Expreſſions, that are not to be found in the 
Word of God, and which our fhort-fighted 
Underftanding muſt firſt find out, to explain 
and expreſs with Words, what our Thought 
ſhould never dare to venture upon, | 

Who has eſtabliſbed all the Ends of th: 
World? What is bis Name, and what is bi 
Son's Name, canſt thou tell it ? Prov. xxx. iv. 

We do not find this Queſtion plainly an. 
ſwered in the Old Teſtament, but in the Ney 
Chrift anfwers it himſelf, Luke x. Maith. 1 
No Man knows who the Son is, but the Father 

And thus we can know nothing of it, but 
what he and the Holy Scripture tells us, and 
as it is there laid down in Words, and may 
be underſtood by the moſt fimple and nf 
tural] intellectual Faculty, the Lord has be. 
ftowed upon us. | 

By ſuch a Simplicity of Faith and Evi 
dence we are ſure, ſtand faſt and uſe no other 
Arguments to prove this Myſtery, but, 7 i 
written, ſo we read. 

But before we come to the Point, we mul 
obſerve ſomething, that may ſerve for an Ex 
cuſe to thoſe, who, notwithſtanding their well 
meant Deſign, could not proceed againſt thei 
Adverſaries, in demonſtrating of the God 
head of Chriſt, becauſe they had uſed ſucih 
Arguments, which only proved our Saviour! 
Office as Meſſias, but not his Godhead by 
Nature, | | 

For certainly, theſe two Points are ve 
different, and we ought not to uſe thoſe A! 
guments, by which Chrift and his Apoſtle 
* 0 prode 
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prove him to be the Meſſias and God's Em- 
baſſador, - to demonſtrate his erernal Divinity. 
Wherefore it would not hold good to evince 
his Sovereign Divinity from ſuch Texts, as 
only treat upon his State of Humiliation and 
the Aſſumption of human Nature from the 
fulfilting of that Time, wherein he is to be 
onſidered as the Servant of God and as a 


. Miniſter in God's Family and Houthold, 
a rhereof he was but the firſt and chiefeſt of 
Nev hem all, and according to which the Father, 
. Vo doubt, is greater than he; and thus he 
* | ight well deſerve to return to the Father and 


o his Equality with him, of which he had 
emptied himſelf, when he faid : Father, glorify 
we with the Glory, which I bad with Thee be- 
ore the World was. 

By all this we have alledged before, we 
ay at leaſt unravel thoſe Difficulties about 
he Variety of Expreſſions, when Chriſt is 
ometimes ſaid to be leſs than the Father, and 
ometimes declared to be equal with him. 

For when it is granted, that Chriſt did live 
n Humility and Poverty as another Man, 
ay as the meaneſt Servant, who, tho' he was 
be chiefeſt of all the other Servants in God's 
Family, yet he was in all things made like 
is Brethren except Sin, and all his Speeches 
ere delivered according to this mean De- 
eanour of his; but his inward and fecret 
lajeſty and Glory he concealed very care- 
ully,and becauſe he was always preſent to 
imſelf, he never did reveal it openly ; *tis 
terefore unavoidably neceſſary to abſtain "ow. 

thole 
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thoſe very Arguments, which: only prove the 
Majeſty of his Manhood, in Regard of which 
he is always under God. 

On the contrary, this is the more intimately 
to be conſidered, that God out of Love to us 
ſent his Son in the Form of ſinful Fleſh, and 
made him a Man like other Children, Heb. xi. 

Moſt ſure it is, that we neither know nor 
are capable of comprehending the Depths of 
his Godhead: yet the Comfort is, that he 
will reveal as much of it as he pleaſes, 
Maltb. xi. This Knowledge without doubt 
is imparted according to Meaſure. 

The Servant doth not know what his Lord 
doth, but I have called you Friends, John xv. 

He that would not ſuffer a Teacher of the 
Jews to call him good, becauſe he did not be- 
lieve him God, beſides whom none could be 
called good, accepted without Heſitation or 
Contradiction to be worſhipped by the poor 
Man born blind. | 

Though he did not ſo expreily manifeſt or 
proclaim his Divinity, yet he never contra- 
dicted it, but accepted of the Honour of 
Worſhip due to none but God. | 

Nay, he order'd the Adminiſtration of Bap- 
tiſm to be performed not only in the Name 
of the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, but allo 
in the Name of the Son. 

St. John fell at his Feet as dead, Rev. i. 17. 
he made not that Objection, which the 
great Ange] made, ch. xix. 10. See thou do il 
not. I am thy Fellow Servant and of thy Bre- 
thren, that have the Teſtimony of Jeſus. 


( 


me 
allo 
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And becauſe he knew, that all the Angels 
of God ſhould worſhip him, he has beſtowed 
upon the Hearts of all his Children the ſame 
Mind and Inclination to worſhip him. 

He has given us both an Underſtanding, 
that we know how to worſhip him, and an 
Example. For he lift up his Hands and bleſ- 
ſed them. And it came to paſs while be Vleſſed 
them, he was parted frem them and carried up 
into Heaven, and they worſhipped Him, 

Now we ſhall mention ſome of the chief 
Obſervations the Holy Scripture makes about 
the Divinity of our Saviour. 

The firſt thereof is: That Chriſt is the only. 
Son of God in the Boſom of the Father. For all 
the others, which are called Sons of God, are 
but adopted Children, choſen by Grace not 
only at the Time, when Chriſt died, which 
was the Seal and finiſhing Stamp of our Electi- 
on: But they were elected from the Founda- 
tion of the World; yet all for the Sake of 
Chriſt the only- begotten Son of God, and for 
the Sake of their intimate Relation to Him: 

This makes us Members of God's Family 
and gives us Grace to be called the Children of 
God, John 1. 

But Feſus Chriſt is 3 Birth- Ri ght and 
by Nature the Son of God's own Heart and 
Boſom. 

From hence proceeds the ſecond Obſervati- 
on, that the Father loves the Son by Nature. 

For when he recommended him to Mankind, 
he ſaid : This is my beloved Son, in whom 7 
am m-well pleaſed. This is that Myſtery of Love 
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betwixt Him and his Father, his laſt Prayer is 
full of. Jobn xvi. N | 

The Father alſo teſtifies his Love to him in 
this, that- he is of the ſame Mind and Will with 
him, 'and his and the Father's Word has the - 
fame End, Emphaſis and Power. 

He has ſpoke to us by his Son, who is in 
his Boſom, He has deolared and revealed to us 
his Father's Will. 

The Love of God to Chriſt can never be 
diminiſhed, nor encreaſed, nor changed. 
John iii. but is eternal and unchangeable, em- 
bracing him with the moſt ſweer, hearty and 
inexpreſſible Intimacy, whereof no body can 
havean adequate Conception bur the Spirit, who 
ſearches the deep Things of God. 1 Cor. ii. 10. 

But to this, we (his poor Souls) can never 
pretend to meddle with, becauſe of the Hu- 
man Imbecillity of our Underſtanding : But 
when he vouchſafes us a Glimpſe of his Love, 
only think: If this is ſo ſweet, what will be 
the Love itſelf? 

The Third Obſervation of the Divinity of 
Chriſt in Connexion with the Father is, that he 
did not ſpare his only begotten and intirely 

beloved Son, but has given him up for us all. 
Rom. viii. 

God ſo loved the World, that be gave bis only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believes in bim, ſhould | 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. John iii. 

This demonſtrates the Depth of Love in 
God, and his univerſal Fatherly Hearr, which 
will have Mercy on all, the Counſel of God 
ſeeing it fit and unayoidably neceſſary, not able 

T0 
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to find out another Way to ſave loſt Mankind, 
than that God muſt give himſelf to be the 
Propitiation for the World; ſo that the Father, 
after the Reſolution taken, that the Son ſhould 

become Man and debaſe himſelf to our Mean- 


neſs and Miſery, gave his Fatherly Bleſſing 
tO It. | 

The Fourth Point of Obſervation is this, 
that the Father did not compel the 'Son to 
ſuffer, but that 4t was his ſovereign Son's free 
Choice. ; 
He did not perſuade him to it by any Ar- 
guments, as that he ſhould afterwards be 
crowned with Praiſe and Honour, after he had 
gone through the Proceſs of his Sufferings, had 
humbled himſelf to the Joweſt Degree, and 
laid down his Life, that he might retake it 
— again, and ſo make his State the more glo- 
it rious. | 
e, All this we might imagine of an Angel or 
be Man, but not at all of the Son, who was in 


the Father's Bofom, before the Foundation of 
of the World was laid. | 


he He had Power to lay down his Life and to 
ly | take it up again. 
all. He was not obliged to redeem Mankind, nei- 


ther could he have incurred theWrath of God, 


only if he had refuſed it: If it had not been his own 
ould Will, he might have dropt it: He would 
i nevertheleſs have been God, and we the Devil's 
e in Sport. f 


It depended entirely upon him, and notwith- 
ſtanding he prayed to his Father on the Mount 
of Olives, that he might take that Cup from 

| 9 2 him, 
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him, which was alſo that momentous Part of 
Conformity to our Sufferings. 

For he was to experience even this Sort of 
Anxiety, Confuſion, Darknefs and Perplexity, 
that he might know by Experience, how to 
ſuccour-deſponding Souls in the like Circum- 
ſtances. Heb. 11. | | 

| Yet he expreſsly declares ſoon after, that he 
could pray to the Father, and he ſhould pre- 
ſently fend him more than twelve Legions of 
Angels: but he was come into that Hour of 
Sufterings. 

He Was ſtill the Sovereign Lord to do and 
to ſuffer, what he would even unto the Croſs 
and the Grave: But his Love carried him 
through all the Combat to Victory. 

The fifth reſpectful Obſervation is, that 
the Father loves him even upon Account of 
laying down his Life. John. x. and humbling 
himfelf unro Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs. Phil. 11. 

He look*d upon him with Delight and Sa- 
tisfaction even in his holy Purpoſe, and after 
he had overcome and done all, made good his 


Surety and ranſomed the World, how was 


the Father's Heart delighted after the Con- 
ſummation ? | 

The ſixth remarkable Obſervatton that the 
Father did ' appoint a Reward for all his La- 
bour and Pain, his Manhood ſhould undergo 
in the World. | 

He ſhall ſee of the Travel of his Soul and 
ſhall be ſatisfied. 


He 
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He ſhall deliver Man and introduce one 
after another into Glory. 

As God he wanted no Reward, but what 
he accepts as Man, is a Type of the Reward 
of his Followers, who, after they have over- 
come, ſhall ſit with him in the Throne of his 
Glory. Rev. iii. 21. | 

What could he as God, the Lord of all 
and Creator of the whole World, obtain and 
acquire more ? , 

But Judgment is given him, all the Majeſty 
and Glory of the Royal Throne of Jeſus ap- 
pertaineth to his Manhood. 

And thus it is to be underſtood, that the 
Son ſhall be ſubject. 1 Cor. xv. Since he is 
here the faithful Servant in the Kingdom of 
Grace, the Steward of God's Family, the 
Head of his Body the Church, the Umpire of 
his Witneſſes, nay the Captain of their Com- 
bat and Victory. 

He cannot always be the Servant and Mi- 
niſter, but the Completion of this OQeconr- 
my only waits, till his laſt Enemy is made his 
Footſtool. | i 

The laſt Enemy, which is to be deſtroyed, is 
Death. 

The Servant abideth not in the Houſe for 
ever, the Son abideth ever. John viii. 35, _ 
His Manhood and Miniſtry had their De- 
grers of great Moment. He increaſed in 
Wiſdom and Stature and Favour wich God and 
Man. He did not know — and experienced, 
He prayed — and was heard, 
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And it is a fixed Truth, that the Majeſty 
of Jeſus Chriſt, which he had from all Eterni- 
ty, muſt be well diſtinguiſhed from that State 
of Humiliation his Love was pleaſed to enter 
into, tho? it be the ſame Man Jeſus Chrife. 

But who can underſtand this, except he to 
whom the Son reveals it? | 

Such a wiſe Man hears and adores him in 
Silence, and ſays to his Godheadand Manhood: 
Amen. | | 

Thus it ſtands faft, that Jeſus Chriſt the 
Son of God with the Father is to be praiſed 
and magnified to all Eternity, and that he only 
humbled and emptied himſelf of his Glory out 
of Love to us. | | 

Jeſus Chriſt Yeſterday and to Day, and the 
ſame for ever and ever. Hebr. xiii. Men and 
Angels ſhall worſhip him. Rev. v. 

May he grant us to pay him that humble 
Obedience, in this Time of Grace which is due 
to him from all his redeemed Ones in Eternity, 
that we may become true Members of his 
Body, of his Fleſh and of his Bones, according 
to his ſacred Manhood, and He remain for ever 
the glorious Head of his Body the Church. 

Who would not in Love to him with 
thouſand Joys reject and deſpife the Trifles of 
this World, that our depraved Reaſon and 
deceitful Heart can offer, and not live only to 
him? Let us never lay aſide or forget theſe 
two Conliderations: . | 

Firſt, That God was a Pilgrim and ſuch a 
miſerable Man in this World, as we poor 
Mortals are. 
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For that will make us willing and capable 
to become a Reward for his exquilite Pain and 
Labour. 

Secondly, That our Brother and inmoſt be- 
loved Saviour is the great Reconciler of Sin- 
ners, the Lover of Mankind, tho? here in the 
miſerable Form of a Servant, nevertheleſs the 
eternal and living Son of God, and the Lord 
God in the higheſt. | 

This makes us look upon the whole World 
as a little Corner of Dutt, and all the Inhabi- 
tants thereof as Graſs-hoppers. It will make 
us think, as if we and the Lord were alone 
in the World, and loſe all Admiration, all 
Sorrow and Joy in him. For he overbalances 
all and will himſelf be all in all:to us. 
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And very Man, born of the Virgin 
Mary in Time. 


HE Father has given him alſo 
5 2. } Authority to execute Judgment, 

= = becauſe he is alſo the Son of 
==. I Man. John V. 27. 
98928 10 Theſe are our Saviour's own 

— Words of the Son of God, 
wherein he plainly declares one of the Reaſons 
of his Manhood. 

The chief and well known Reaſon was, 

that none cou'd reconcile us to God, no | 
Brother, no Angel, nor any Creature : There- . 
fore God gave his only begotten Son to be a 
Propitiation for us all. 

God could not die, and yet he would die : 
Therefore he humbled himſelf and took the 
Form of a Servant upon him. Philip. ii. The 
Form of ſinful Fleſh and became as truly Man, 
as he was God. 

As he was in the Form of God before, ſo 
he was ſeen afterwards in a human Form, ſo 
very Man in human Form, as the Angels of 
God adore him in his divine Form, A 
| . Ce 
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We therefore, when we on one Hand caſt 
ourſelves down in Duſt before him at his Feet 
becauſe he is God the Lord in the higheſt, can 
approach him on the other Hand with Joy, 
cordial Affection and full of Confidence, be- 
cauſe he is a whole Man, ſuch as we are. 

I expreſs myſelf not without Reaſon ſo co- 
piouſly, becauſe even the hiſtorical Knowledge 
of this Truth is of very great Moment. 

For to believe as certainly, that Chriſt has 
been a Man and ſuffered Death for us, as one 
can ſay of any other Matter with Truth and 
Sincerity, that one believes it: This is the 
true Means to ſave us at once. "IH 

We want no more, for the Goſpel, or the 
Hiſtory of Jeſus, his coming into the World, 
is the Power of God unto Salvation to every 
one that believes. Rom. i. 16. 

Every Spirit, that confeſſes that Jeſus Chriſt 
is come in the Fleſh, is of God, 1 John. ii. 2; 

No Man can ſay, that Jeſus is the Lord (in 
Reference to our Circumſtances, he being our 
Lord as the Son of Man) but by the Holy 
Ghoſt, 

Take a Man who believes as a true Goſpel, 
that the Son of God did become Man and lived 
in the World about thirty Years for the Bene- 
fit of all Mankind, particularly of him who 
believes it, and at laſt ſuffered a moſt ignomi- 
nious Death; ſhould ſuch a Belief not make 
{o deep an Impreſſion, as he could never forget 
afterwards ? 

Are here not Inſtances enough, that People 
by far meaner Accidents have got ſuch a Me- 

| Cy morandum, 
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morandum, they cannot forget all their Life 
Time? | | 
From the very Hour of this Accident one 
could read it in their Faces, they could never 
recover themſelves, _ 

With how much more Truth can this not 
be ſaid of a divine Certainty? That one who 
believes that Chriſt died upon the Croſs, and 
in Spirit ſees him hanging in that bloody Poſ- 
ture, can not be inſenſible but muſt be deep] 
affected with it, if he has any reaſonable Soul, 
that is not quite corrupted by Senſuality or 
_ Madnefs. . 8 

The Lord in bis bloody Death and Suffer- 
ings, if one do not take it for a Fancy or a 
Legend, muſt needs leave a laſting Remem- 
brance in. the Soul, which cannot be forgot, 
as long as one lives. 

This therefore is the Labour. of the Wit- 
neſſes of Jeſus, to preach Chriſt crucified and 
ſer him evidently forth before the Eyes of Men 
with his real Death for them, but riſen again; 
and ſitting now at the right Hand of. Power. 

St. Paul's greateſt Wiſdom was to preach 
Chriſt crucified, 1 Cor. ii. 2. 

This Subject has been made ſo contempti- 
ble, becauſe it has been ſo often rehearſed in 
Hymns, in Prayers and Sermons, without be- 
iag underſtood, that the Teacher did not know 
very often what he faid, nor the Hearer what 
he thought, 

Thus the Myſtery of this Truth is grown 
ſo ſtale, that at laſt it is counted Fooliſhneſs. 


But 
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But whoſoever is wiſe, or as St. Paul faith, 
7s. perfect, to him it is Wiſdom ; 1 Cor. ii. 6. 
Therefore we ſhall inſiſt upon and incul- 
cate this Truth, as far as the Lord ſhall give 
us Grace, | 
The ſecond Reaſon, why Jeſus is come in 


the Fleſh, is, that he might execute Judg- 


ment. 

He. knows what Diſpofition we are of, Heb. ii. 

He can have Patience with us, and under- 
ſtands how to diſtinguiſh betwixt Malice and 
Weakneſs. | 

He has felt our Infirmity; for he was a real 
Man in Soul and Body, and Partaker of Fleſh 
and Blood like other Children. BY 

Wherefore we ought to look upon him as 
our faithful High Prieſt, and believe; that in 
the Time of his ſojourning upon Earth, he 
was made. like unto us in all Things, in Po- 
verty and all other Circumſtances, .his Chil- 


. dren are in at preſent. 


He has experienced whatever they meet with 
in Life. | 


| He was made like the meaneſt of all.” 
There is no Man in ſo miſerable and deſ- 


picable a Figure, who could not remember 


and comfort himſelf withal, that Jeſus had 
been in the ſame Condition as he is, 
The whole Proceſs of his Sufferings, Death 
and Juſtification, whereby he attoned for the 
Fall of Adam, was no ſham Repreſentation or 
7 e but a moſt ſenſible Truth and Rea- 
1. 
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In the Wilderneſs he felt the Aſſaults of the 
Devil and the fiery Darts of the wicked one. 
He as Man has been ſtrugling, and was o- 
bliged to arm himſelf with the Word of God, 
and with Ad and; like other Children of God. 
He depended upon his Father in conſtant 
Reſignation and Faith. | 
After he had faſted forty Days, he felt a 
great Weaknels of Spirit and other Symptoms 
incident to another Man in the like Circum- 
ſtances. MY bs | 
The Power of his Divinity, of which he had | 
emptied himſelf, Pbil. ii. and which left him 
alone for ſome Time, was his Support in thoſe | 
very Circumſtances, wherein we may have F 
* our preſent Support, as He had his God ‚ 
or his. 7 
From hence it is, that our Saviour in his p 
State of Humiliation calls his Father our Father ( 
and his God our God. 
From hence are all theſe Speeches of Chriſt 1 
in his Humiliation, ( which are alledged by 
thoſe, who deny his Divinity, ) againſt his 0 
Godhead, and which however infringe as little ] 
his Divinity, as according to other People's 
Opinion they prove him to be God, i 
He carried his divine Power very ſecret, and 
would not have his Diſciples to make it publick, 
whenever they obſerved ſomething ſublime in 
him; nay, when they had ſeen his Transfigu- 
Tation, he forbad them to reveal it to others. 
He knew very well, that People in thoſe 
Days were not at all diſpoſed to believe in 


him, 
They 
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They could not comprehend a Man to be 
born again of the Spirit, how much more would 
they have been ſurpriſed, and confounded, had 
he difcourſed to them about the Abyſſes of 
his Divinity ? | 
This was the Reaſon, why many of his Diſ- 

* 


ciples went back, when he clearly explained 
himſelf about the Effects and Circumſtances of 
his Divine Nature, Job. vi. 66. 

Wherefore it proves nothing againſt our Sa- 
viour, nay, it would be Folly to produce Paſ- 

es of his Humiliation. 228 

If a Man in his greateſt Diſtreſs and Agony 
ſhould cry out and fay, I am a Worm, a good 


for nothing Creature, as ſome precious Wit- 


neſſes of Feſus before their Deceaſe have done, 
and one would conclude they were ſuch indeed, 
and had done no Good in the World, the 
Concluſion would be quite wrong. 

The Face of Moſes was ſhining, but he did 
not know it: oh, 

The more vile the Witneſſes are in their 
own Eyes, the greater is their Glory in the 
Eyes of God and Man. 


Ih. thy Poverty, but thou art rich, Revel. 
3 | | 
VI konour myſelf, ſaith our Saviour, my Ho- 
nour is nothing, Joh. viii. 54, There will be 
a Time, when you ſhall ſee, who I am, and 
what you have had in me. 
When the. Comforter and Guardian, the 
25 comes, he ſhall declare it unto you. 
obn xvi.” «2650 
Now as we know him to be God, ſo we 
| mult 


62 
muſt. alſo believe, that he is a Man, as we are, 
Fleſh of our Fleſh, and Bone of our Bone. 

From whence it neceſſarily follows, (as our 
* Catechiſm expreſſes it) that we by his Grace 
ſhould believe his Word, and lead a godly Life 
like him in Time and Eternity. 1 Jobs iv. 

If we advance to never ſo high a Degree, we 
know we are but Men, and He God: We Chil- 
dren by Grace, He the Son of the Houſe : He 
Lord, and we Servants: He has Life of him- 
ſelf, but we have it from him. 

All.we have is of his Grace and Mercy. 
That is and remains true: In regard of his 
Worth and Dignity we are mere Nothings and 
little Atoms of no Value... 

We are Creatures, He Creator: We Mem- 
bers, He the Head. All our Gifts, Graces 
and Virtues we have from him. 

Yet notwithſtanding we are what He was: 


We can believe, love and keep Faith and a 


good Conſcience, as He did. | 

This he begg'd of his Father in his laſt 
Will, that He might be in us, and we in Him, 
and that he ſhould keep us. Jobn xvil. 
This is a Matter of the utmoſt Importance, 
which ſhould make the deepeſt Impreſſion in 
all our Hearts. by = 

We ſhould make- it our. greateſt Joy to 
tread in his Steps, and walk as he did 7 4 

For every Man, that has this Hope in him, 
purifies himſelf, even as he is pure. x Jobn iii. g. 
And he, that ſaith, he abideth in him, ought 
himſelf alſo to walk, even as he walked. 
1 Jobn ii. 6, 

[N. B. Tutber' i.] 8 But 
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But that we may not run out too much into 
Duties of Holineſs, but ſtick to our grand Pro- 
poſition: That Jeſus has been Man; we have 
only to ask ourſelves, whether this is not a 
Matter of the greateſt Moment? And whether 
our Salvation doth not depend upon this cer- 
tain Knowledge, that Jeſus has been a Man? 

Jeſus is even ſuch a Man as we are, yet ſo, 
that we are the Offsprings of ſuch Men, that 
could confer to us nothing elſe (though they 
ingender their Children with never ſo pure and 
ſingle, nay the beſt Reſignation, and dedicate 
their Children to God from their Mother's 
Womb) but what they have by Nature, viz: 
Nothing but the Shame of the Fall and Spixi- 
tual Death, which by the Merits and Efficacy 
of Chriſt's Death muſt be ſubdued, delivered 
to Death and Judgment, and ſwallowed up by 
the Life of Jeſus, when that exerts its Power 
and Efficacy. 

(Our Miſery is preſent, and is as a Stone to 
whet our Faithfulneſs upon. Yet the Soldiers 
of Chriſt have as much as is neceſſary for them 
to keep it in Subjection, and to overcome it. 

But with our Saviour it was quite otherwiſe. 

He was and muſt be conceived of the Holy 
Ghoſt, if he ſhould be our Reſtorer and Saviour. 

Or otherwiſe he had been a: ſinful Man by 
Nature, and unable to redeem us. 

The Depth and Importance of this Matter 
required, that the Son of God muſt be the Me- 
diator, and the eternal Word mult ſuffer in his 
own human Body what we ſhould have ſuffer'd, 
do and experience what we ſhould. 


This 
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This Word was obliged to make that Pro- 
pitiation we could not perform, and to ſet us 
at Liberty from all, we were not able to deli- 
ver aur ſelves from. 5 
This may teach us, what an Evil Sin is, 
Men are plagued with, and Caſuiſts diſpute 
about. 
Nothin 
the Rule. 
All Frailties, that are not oppoſite to the 
Sonſhip of God, we find in our Saviour. = 5 
We find him weary, ſad, troubled, hungry 
and thirſty, and in Circumſtances, wherein he! 
did not know to help himſelf; in Ignorance of 
ſuch Things, which were moſt neceflary for 
him to know. Therefore he ſaid to his Diſci- F | 
ples, when they asked him about the Time: 14 
He did not know it, but his heavenly Father 1 
1 
t 


g but the Life of our Saviour is here 


did. Matt h. xxiv. 

And when Two deſired to ſit on his Right 
and Left Hand, he anſwer'd: *Tis not mine 

to give, but for whom it is prepared of my Fa- b 
ther. | al 
When his Diſciples were with him on the t 
Mount of Olives and fell aſleep for Sorrow, our 
Saviour admoniſh*d them three Times to watch he 
and pray, as if that were of great Moment to 
him, nay it increaſed his Trouble of Mind, 
that they would not watch with him. 

When any of the Servants of Jeſus, in the 
Weakneſs of his Mind breaks out into ſuch 
Complaints, which might give Offence to 
thoſe that are without ; then chis Example of 
our Lord may be of Comfort to him. 

Every 


11 
Every Incident of Weakneſs and Infirmity 
which may befall any human Soul, provided it 
is not againſt the Mind of Chriſt, and the Diſ- 
ofition of a redeemed Soul, but only ſhews the 
Want and a longing Deſire after ſomething that 
is neceſſary, nay even the Paſſion. of Fear, we 
find our Saviour has had an Experience of; 


; and this ought to be our great Conſolation in 
all our Tryals, Sufferings and Temptations. 
We muſt by no Maans deny the Imbecil- 


lity, Diſtreſs and Sorrow our Saviour has been 


x in, nor ſeek for any Myſtaries in them. ;. rather 
let us look upon his Patience and his End. 
Jan. v. 15 | | IP 
r If we know; what has happened to the Lord 
- Jeſus, what Contempt, what Freubles and 
Conflicts he endured in the Sight ef God and 
r Man; it may ſerve us for a Pattern of our 
Imitation, and to become miſerable and no- 
it thing like wife. 8 
2 But what Chriſt neither could nor would do, 
- becauſe it was net fo much againſt his Office 
and Commiſſion, hut againſt his Father's Will, 
1e the ſame we can and ought to intermit likewiſe. 
ur The Looking-glaſs of Holineſs is this; We 
ch have the Mind of Chriſt. 
to And this Mind we can obtain no otherwiſe, 
d, than by remembring, that the great and un- 
changeable God, wha dwelleth in a Light, 
which no Man can approach unto. 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
Has made himſelf viſible, and has appear'd in 
the Form of ſinful Fleſh, and has judged and 
condemned Sin in his own Body. 


He 
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He, whoſe moſt ſerious Thoughts are bent 
upon "this, and can with Truth affirm: This 
one Thing will I do: 


Thy Sacred Death and Paſſion 
Shall be my Meditation, 
Till I am ſummoned hence to go. 


He has laid a Foundation in Chriſtianity, 


upon which he can build his eternal Salvation, 


as long as he lives. 

Fhe living Knowledge of the Incarnation of 
Jeſus Chriſt muſt be the Ground Work, where- 
upon you may afterwards build Gold, Silver, 
and the Precious Stones of your Virtnes- 

No Man can lay another Foundation. 

Have we a Mind to be perfect, not that we 
ſhould become the holieſt of Sa ints or abandon 
every Sin, (for this is but a Trifle) but what 
St. Paul calls perfect. Phil. iii. We mult learn 
this Myſtery. 

This is that great Myſtery of the true Reli- 
gion: God manifeſted.in the Fleſh. 

And this is, what St. Paul wanted to appre- 
hend, viz. to know him, and the Power of 
his Reſurrection. 

And when he faith : Fight tbe good Fig ht of 
Faith, be thou Lord over Sin, World a De- 
vil, he adds: Lay Hold on eternal Life, 
1 Tim: vi. 12. 

But this is Life eternal, to know Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Here it is nothing but Patchwork, where 
one doth not know the whole: But there is 

perfect 
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perfect Knowledge, where we ſhall know him, 

as we are known. 1 Cor. xiii. ; 

Wherefore true Religion doth not conſiſt in 
knowing every thing in its Connexion and Or- 
der, when we do not ſhew it by Practice, but 
in being initiated Day by Day more and more 
into this Truth, That Jeſus by Grace is be- 
* come a Man, and has been like one of us; 

_ and that at laſt it may and muſt be ſaid of us: 
As be ts, ſo are we in the World. 1 Jobn iv. 17. 


The DIXTH Dis couRsk. 


Is my Lord: 


rr Lord and my God! Thou 
_— knoweſt all thoſe Beatitudes, we 
enjoy in the Knowledge of thy 
=———= Government, and in what Manner 
we are to be deliver'd at once from 
all thoſe unhappy Circumſtances of our former 
Liberty of the Fleſh. 
of Thou, King of the whole World, knoweſt, 
b bow happy thy free Subjects are, that: have 
fe. given themſelves up to Thee and ſubmitted to 
thy Government, who entreat Thee to grant 
ſus oy the Favour of thy Government and Lord- 
; 
ere Make us all ſo happy that are here before 
: is thy Preſence, that this important Truth * thy 
Ve--. 
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Sovereignty. may be declared, if not with all 
due Exactneſs, yet according to thy real Inten- 
tion, for thy Mercies Sake. Amen. b 
If any Man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
let him be Anatbema, Maraus alba. 
Theſe Words of St. Paul follow after the 
Salutation of his to ſeveral Souls. 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 


By the Connexion it ſeems, as if there was a | 


Ban. laid upon all the Members of the Congre- 
gation, that do not love the Lord Jeſus, ſince 
it is put in Oppoſition to that Salutation, 
Which in all thoſe Times was of greater Em- 
pPhaſis, than it is in theſe our Days. 

For it is known, that St. John denies the 
Salutation to the Antichriſt, who deny the 
Divinity of Chriſt, and did not hold his Doc- 
trine. 2 Jobn v. 10. 

Now fince St. Paul commands to greet the 

Congregation, and adds : The Salutation of me 
Paul, with my own Hand; he exempts all 
thoſe, that do not love Jeſus, tho they belong 
to the Congregation. 
But I will not inquire at preſent, whether it 
is the Form of a Ban or Curſe, or a Relation 
of the unhappy State of thoſe Souls, that do 
not love Jeſus, like that in the Rev. xxii. IT. 
He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill ; and be 
that is righteous, let him be righteous ſtill - So 
as if he would fay : He that doth not love the 
Lord Jeſus, is curſed, and cannot inherit the 
Bleſſing, he is undone, our Peace cannot reſt 
upon him; for the Source of all Peace is 
Chrilt our Peace. 


But 
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But be that as it will, whether the Sentence 
allows of any Modification or no, the Decla- 
ration remains firm, that all the Souls of any 
Congregation, that do not love Jefus Chriſt, 
are accurſed. | 
But we ought to make a Difference between 
Men, that never heard any thing of Jeſus, nor 
entred his Communion, and thoſe, who Join in 
a Congregation aſſembled in the Name of 
eſus. Nr | 
l It will never do, nor is it confiſtent with the 
Meaning and Deſign of the Apoſtles to apply 
all Expreſſions, Exhortations and Threatnings 
of theirs indifferently to our preſent Times, or 
treat all People in or out of the Chriſtian Piſ- 
penſation alike. ITY 
They never deviated from their general 
e Plan, viz. To beſeech and invite all Men to 
„give themſelves up to the Lord Jeſus: They 
did not denounce their Ban to People that did 
not belong to them: Nor were ever provoked 
6 apainſt any, that were not of their Congrega- 
it tion: But always dealt with People, whom 
n they had Authority to command, as St. Pay} 
o expreſſes himſelf twice, and Firſt to Timothy : 
1. give thee Charge in the Sight of Gcd. 1 Tim. 
% vi. 13. Secondly, To the Theſſalonians : We 
o command you, Brethren, in the Name of our 
\e Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 2 Theſſ. iii. 6. which he ex- 
ie Il plains thus in the Epiſtle to Philemon : I might 
t We bold in Chriſt to enjoyn thee. And this is 
is the Way and Manner of a Servant of Chriſt. 
For to tell Men, who know nothing of 
Grace, nor have experienced any thing of its 
Power 
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Power and Efficacy, what they ſhould da, and 
how they ought to behave, that 1s as-much to 
the Purpoſe, as if you ſhould ſend a lame Man 
upon an Errand, or engage. a blind Man to 
give his Judgment about T hings, which require 
a ſharp Sight. 


He that mocks the Poor, reproaches him | 


that made him, 


He that will condemn .natural Men, who | 


neither have nor can have the Lord Jeſus in 
their Hearts, nor by their Diſtractions in many 
other things can have any true Notion of our 
Saviour, meddles in an Affair that doth not at 
all belong to him. 

The Buſineſs of a Witneſs of Jeſus is by no 


Means to denounce Judgment, he muſt firſt ' 


know, what Men he has to deal withal. 


Wherefore, although the Threatning of the | 


Apoſtle might not improperly be applied to us 
Chriſtians, who uſe the outward Form, and 
will not be excluded from God's Family and 


the Church of Chriſt ; yet I wave that, and 
only declare to all, that it is apparent, the old} 


Corruption, we have by Nature, and which 
ſhould have been, nay, may have been actually 
taken away by Baptiſm, according to our 
Doctrine, is yet preſent and returned again, is 
ſtill preſſing, nay will preſs you down to Hell, 
as long as you are pore convinced in your 
Hearts, you do not love the\Lord Jeſus. 

This great Privilege of the Love of Chriſt, 
is P upon ſeveral Principles of the 
holy Scripture. 


In 
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In the cx Pſalm ?tis ſaid : In the Day of thy 
Power ſhall the People wffer thee Friewi 
Offerings. And this 1/aiah explains, Ch. liii. 
II F | 12. He ſhall ſee of the Travel of bis 
Saul, and ſhall be ſatisfied. Therefore will I 
give him a Portion with the Great, & c. 

But the Apoſtle makes this Concluſion, and 
applies it moſt apparently and irrefragably, 
when he faith : He died for all, that they 
which live, ſhould not benceforth live unto 
themſelves, but unto him, which died for them 
and roſe again. 2 Cor. v. 15. and Rom. xiv, . 
To this End Chriſt loth died and roſe and re- 
vived, that be might be Lord both of the Dead 
and the rags 0 

To him therefore belongs the Kingdom 
and Sovereign Sceptre over all Souls, over 
all Mankind upon the Face of the whole 
Earth, particularly over thoſe that are in one 
Society and Congregation, where his Doctrine 
is freely confeſſed and publickly declared and 
approved of, where they diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves from all Infidels, and tell the Jews dwel- 
ling round about them, every Day to their 
Faces, as if they were a People, who confeſs 
Jeſus of Nazareth whom others did not know 
to be their Lord and God. Theſe ſurely have 
nothing to object, when they hear of - Jeſus 
laid home to their Hearts. 


But wherein doth his Lordſhip and Sove- 
reignty conliſt ? 


In this particularly, that his Subjects are 
a free, willing People, whoſe Delight is to 
ſerve him wit Joy and Gladneſs, which the 


Lord 


3 


Lord expreſſes thus: F a Man love me, be 
my Worlds, John, xiv. 27. And 
Luke vi. 46. Why call ye me Lord, and do not 


ill keep 


the Things which I ſay? | 
The Beginning is not to be made with 


Doing what our Saviour has. commanded: | 


For, as has been often mention*d before, 
whoever will begin with Doing, when he has 


as yet no Strength in Spirit, but is dead and 
blind, has no Grace, has not yet perceived the 


Power of God in his Heart, but ſtands ſtill 
upon his own Bottom and Strength, he can 
do nothing at all, but whatever he doth in 
his own Activity, is but like a Cobweb i. e. 
good for nothing. 85 
The Foundation, he lays, is too ſhalloy, 
and that will fink him into deeper Perdition, 


the more he fancies himſelf to ſtand upon a 


ſure Bottom. 
We can do nothing, before we have ſome- 
thing. 2 
We muſt have Grace and Forgiveneſs in 
the Blood of Chriſt. We muſt firſt know, 
why he is the Lord of the whole Univerſe, fo 
that every particular Soul muſt experience, 
why he is her Lord. 
And every Soul muſt be able to ſay with 
the utmoſt Chearfulneſs, He is my Lord. 
What the Apoſtle St. Thomas ſaid, when 
he ſaw the Print of the Nails in his Hands, 
and the Wound in his Side, is far different 
from that Confeſſion, the People and Nations 
will make in the Day of Judgment : They 
ſhall look on bim whom they pitrted, For 
| hi 
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hall how). St. Thomas faid : My Lord and 
my God. This was the Effect of Ki Sight he 
had into the Print of his Nails. He ſtrait- 
way confeſſed, that -Jeſus was his Lord, and 
confirmed the Fulfilling of the the Prophecy in 
his own Perſon: Pſalm cx, That his Peo- 
ple ſhould bring him F re- will Offerings. 
He was the Fi 1 . — his Diſciples, Who 
did what Mary Magdalen the great Sinner 
had done, who > rotating herſelf before his 
Feet, ſaid to him: Maſter, which afterwards 
was done by all the Diſciples, who fell down 
before him and worſhipped him. 
Truly this Subject, that Chriſt is our 
Lord, 1s of exquiſite Energy and Experience. 
Whoſoever knows in this peel nt evil 
World, that Jeſus is his Lord, the ſame has 
ound out a Myſtery, which can ſupport and 
comfort him all the Days of his Life in all the pe” 
e- W Changes and Chances ke may meet with, 
It is no Matter of great Difficulty : And 
in becauſe it is ſo eaſy ; it is then but a greater 
„Siga of a SouPs Depravity, of its Curle and 
ſo of its Spiritual Death, that cannot lay : 'He 
e, is my Lord. 
Fo or to have Jeſus for my Lord, is nothin 
th elſe but ro be convinced in my Soul, that he 
has ſhewn me greater Faithfulneſs, than I 
en have experienced of any body ele | in the whole . 
ds, World. 
nt What I could expect, neither of any Angel 
ons nor Man, no not of the greateſt Friend, nor 
ge) the moſt powerful Patron, nor yet of of the 
2d greateſt Monarch upon Earth. 
ball D» This 
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i,» This his Faithfulneſs, he has ſhewn us ence, 
continues ſtill as long as he lives, but he 
never dies: Cbriſt being raiſed from the Dead, 
dieth no more. Rom. vi. . 

We know if we live in Time, or in Eter- 
nity, we keep this our Lord. 

We need not quit his Service, we are 
happy for ever in his Communion. | 

2 is a moſt gracious Lord, and if we 
miſtake any thing in our Poverty and Frailty 
he will always judge us according to our 
Hearts, and never require of us the Iſſue of 
Things, but look upon the Sincerity of our 
Intention. Great Works do not convince our 
Saviour, that we are his. 

To remove Mountains, caſt out Devils, 
cure the Sick, work Miracles, are no Proof 
that we are his. | 

For in the laſt Day, wwben People ſhall ſay : 
Have we not propheſy'd in thy Name? And in 
thy: Name caſt out Devils, and in thy Name done 

many wonderful Things? Then he will profeſs 
unto them: I never knew you. 

On the other Hand the moſt impotent, 
pooreſt and greateſt Sinner, that obtains Grace, 
tho' he has not one Mement's Time to do any 
good Work, hasas gracious, loving, and kind 
Fond and Maſter, as he, that has actually 
done. many good Works in God. | 

It ſounds terrible to Self-Love, that we de- 
ſerve nothing at all with all our Works, that . 
all our beſt Deeds, though they are done in 
and for God, when we ſhall appear before bis | 


Face 


il Face in the laſt Day, can merit, nothing, nor 
# ſhall they come to our Remembrance. 

For when the Lord ſhall ſay to thoſe at his 
Right Hand: 2 Fare fed and given me 10 
drank. Muti h. xxy. They ſhall know nothing 
of it, nor have the 555 Remembrance left of 
any of their good Deeds. 
' The Works follow us, but we do not ſee 

them. 1 1 | 

The very doing any thing for our bleſſed 
Redeemer's. Sake is Reward enough of itſelf. 

That we dare ſerve him, is already a Re- 
ward of Grace, and is attended with ſo much 
Satisfaction, Peace and Serenity of Mind, that 
whenever we have done any thing, we are ra- 
ther aſhamed, that he has made Uſe of us, 
than to put it to his Account. 

Nay, if one ſhould rejoyce at any Time in 
any Labour of Grace, a holy Shame ſeizes and 
convinces us of ſo many PFrailties, that we 
have Reaſon enough to thank God, when we 


forget ourſelves, and think upon nothing, but 
that we have a Saviour. 


. Thus it is with the Service and the Happi- 
, nels QI Servants. 2-6... 
y Nothing is here required but a ſincere Will 
7 and Faithfulneſs. : | 1 

/ 


But if they will merit any thing, they get 
nothing but Pain and Trouble. N 

He rewards according to his Pleaſure, and 
the Laſt receive the ſame as he gives the Firſt. 
Mans; =. - | 


* - 


Do but agree with thy Saviour, he will 
abate thee nothing, but certainly perform, 
88 D 2 Whar 
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what he hath promiſed: But thou muſt not 
look upon him with an evil Eye, that deſerves 
nothing, and yet receives as much as them. 
He that has a View of getting ſomething of 
Honour, Glory, or any other Happineſs in 
our Saviour's Service, either now or hereafter, 
loſes but ſo much of Reſt and Peace, as he 
has had By-Ends ; and if he comes off with the 
loweſt Degree of Salvation he may thank God. 

»Tis, a Shame, that a Creature doth not 
know, what Bleſſedneſs one poſſeſſes in loving 
Jefus, or that there might be another Happi- 
neſs, Heaven could beſtow upon us beyond our 
Saviour and his Love, or that could exceed 
that, when he ſays: I am thin.  _ 

For why are we happy, and why do fo 
many heavenly Souls dwell in this Valley of 
Tears, but becauſe they know Jeſus the great 
Meſſenger of God, which js eternal Life. 
Jobn xv. | 
This is the Thing, I can with Truth affirm, 
without any Heſitation before my Redeemer | 
and this preſent Company, that I is the Truth. 

With this Aſſurance I am carried happily 
through the World, I may be walking or tra- | 
velling, alone or in Company, at Eaſe or | 
 furrounded with many Troubles and Difficul- | 
ties, 1 can never have a Thought of leaving | 
my bleſſed Lord and Maſter ever ſince I have 
been with Him. I ; 

What the Diſciples ſaid : Where ſhall wwe go, 
Thou haſt the Words of eternal Life ? John vi. 
Thar has not ceaſed tince his Aſcenſion. He | 
is always with us, even unto the End of the 

0 Nig World. 


. 
morid. Matth. xxviii Bleſſed are they that 
have not ſeen, and yet have believed. John xx. 
In his Goſpel or the Doctrine of his Blood, 
Croſs, Death and Paſſion, of his Merit and 
our Salvation depending upon it, he has made 
ſuch an Impreſſion, that whoſoever ſees his 
Saviour once upon the Croſs, and in Spirit 
eſpies him in that Poſture, wherein he bled 
himſelf to Death, he has obtain'd Something, 
which neither World nor Satan, neither Prot- 
perity nor Adverſity, neither Friend nor Foe 


o 


can deprive him of. | | 

I am perſuaded, that neither Death nor Life, 
nor Angels nor Principalities, nor Powers, 
nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor 
Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of 
God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
Rom. viii. 38, 39. 

Therefore the Sum and Subſtance of all that 
can be ſaid to all in General, or to every one 
in Particular, is this: O might Jeſus be thy 
Lord! Didſt thou once know, what a Lord 
He is, thou wouldeſt love him. 

The World promiſes a great deal, but per- 
forms little, and if ſhe keeps her Word, and 
perhaps outdoes her Promiſe, it doth not 
g come up to him, who promiſes nothing bur 
Sufferings, Perſecution, Poverty and Death 
„, tor bis Name's Sake. ers | 3 
Ses This is the Salary, by which a Soul enjoys 
„more Eaſe and Content, and has far lefs 
Thoughts to change her Maſter, than any one 
might have in his Lord's Service, where he 

| D 3 could 
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could have all the Pleaſures and Treaſures of 
the World. 

This none can believe, but who has the 

Experience of it. 
This Matter tuns * the very Grain of 
Nature, and againſt all the Mey we have 
imbibed Fo 8 our Infancy, fo that we cannot 
unriddle it, except we have Grace. 

The very Difciples of our Saviour ſtartled at 
it, and Peter, who was declared by his Maſter 

to be a Man founded upon a Rock, could fay: | 
Beit far from thee Lord, this ſhall not be unto. 
Thee. Matth. xvi. 22. 

It is not to be inculcated by Arguments or 
Perfuafions. 

You may reduce one fo far, that he has no- 
thing to object againſt it, but when it comes 

to the Tryal of ſhewing ones Conviction by 
Practice, then we ſee, how far Perſuaſions go. 

On the contrary, when our Saviour gives a 
Soul but once a Glimpſe into his Pro Par brd 
ſo that the Eye of Faith is but one fix'd 
upon him, without being diverted by other 
Things from meditating upon his Blood, Death 
and Merit; and feel and perceive his eternal 
inmoſt and tender Love in her own 7g 
whereof his two Diſciples in their Way to 
Emaus conteſsd : Did not our Hearts burn 
within us. 

Then the Soul wants no more, but becomes 
his Property: Of this Truth 1 can ſpeak with 
great Certainty. 

I beſeech you all fincerely to enter deeply 
4ato the Meditation of the e of jel ic 
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'T will be worth your while to lay all other 
Things aſide, till you have done this. For I 
remember, when I heard the firſt Time in m 


4 


' 


Satisfaction, Intimacy and Love to him, that 


could not but love him, and declare his Death 
as the moſt awful, the moſt lovely, and the 
molt bleſſed Theme in all the World. 


prehend and experience this as well, as the 
. ] - greateſt, wiſeſt and moſt honourable and vene- 
rable of all, and muſt feel and experience it 
nn his own Soul. [14% | 
| I cannot deny however, that here a great 
many Things may be wanting which our Sa- 
viour requires, and many Things may occur, 
whereof the Soul may be aſhamed before his 
holy Face, when this happens all on a ſudden : 


L For the Drawings and conſtraining Motions of 
, Love to Him, are quicker than our Thoughts 
1 and Reflexions. 5 | 
r And. for this Reaſon St. Paul calls People, 
1 Untimely Births, and himſelf fo too, 

| But by this we ſee, what a good Lord we 
s have, how faithful he is, how he deals and 
0 bears with us, how he knows to rectify all our 
1 


Faults and Failures, and to ſupply by his Wiſ- 
dom and Faithfulneſs all the Wants of our 


s Experience, Connexion and Ideas. 

h No more is required of a Steward, than that 
he be faithful. (tap; 

y This is to be preſuppoſed, that, as long as 


Tl | D4 the 


Life, that Jeſus died for me, it raiſed ſuch a 


trom that very Hour to this preſent Moment I 


A Man of the meaneſt Capacity can com- 


we are ſpiritually dead, there is no Life in us, 


wn.  v A SY 
r 


[ 80 ] 


the Impreſſion of our Lord's Maſterſhip cannot 
enter our Hearts, neither can the Underſtand- 
ing conceive it. 


In the Head we may have ſeveral Notions 


and Reflections of our Mind, nay many Mo- 
tions in our Hearts; but the living and abiding ' 


Impreſſion, of which I ſpeak, which is ever 
increaſing and never leaving us, whereever we 
are, whenever we eat or drink, or travel, *tis 
preſent with us and mixes itſelf in all our Diſ- 
courfes, upon all Occaſions, and in all our 
Buſineſs and Actions of Life. 

This Impreſſion doth not permit us to do 
what we pleaſe, but ties us to the Yoke and 
Regularity of Chriſt. 

This Impreſſion cannot take Effect, till the 
Man is alive, till the Son of God makes him 
hear his Voice, till the, Deadneſs of Nature be 
taken away, .apd the ſtony Subſtance be made 
pliable, as the Prophet aye: 1 will take away 
the ſtony Heart out of your Body, and I will give 
you an Heart of Fleſh. Ezek. xxxvi. 

And this is the bleſſed Effect of the Blood 


of the Lamb, which makes the Heart melt in 


a Moment, and caſts out Death, that Life may 
take Place. "If Men at the Hour, when the Lord 
comes with his Spirit, to imprint the Word of the 
Croſs, did not make their Hearts as an Ada- 
mant and harden themſelves, ſeeking Relief by 
Books, by Men, by Diverſions and other fruit- 
leſs Amuſements, againſt our Saviour s kind 
and ſolemn Invitations, 


Our 


18 | 
1 Our own Hearts will tell us, how often we 
have done and do this (till, preg Neat ve») 143 op 
| How often have we perceived our Saviour's 
near Prefence? But how many Times have we 


= by our own Activity fruſtrated the Intention 
| of his Labour? OY 
j 


And beſides, tis counted a Shame and Re- 
projen: in our Days to be overcome by our 
aviour :- On the contrary *cis reckoned an 
Honour to reſiſt all the kind Invitations an! 
Perſuaſions of the Truth of the Goſpel : One 
has nothing to expect but the Hatred, Reproach 
and Perſecution of one's neareſt Friends, Rela- 
tions and Acquaintance: That is true. 
*Tis a difficult Matter to follow our Saviour 
in the midlt of his Profeſſors, ſo that ſome, to 
avoid the Croſs, have tranſported themſelves 
beyond the Seas, in hopes to find more S:cu- 
tity among Savages than among Chril- 
tians. ORE bo 
But as ſoon as one knows in one's Heart, 
one is the Lord's intirely, then thoſe outward 
Things do no more diſturb the Mind, but one 
is a happy Man. | | f 
The Heart rejoyces, and no body can be- 
reave one of that Joy. I will ſee you again 
and your Heart ſhall rejoyce. John xvi. 22. 
The Reſignation of our ſelves, and Obe- 
dience from that very Hour and Moment to 
: our Saviour's Call, hath: an Influence upon our 
| whole Life. wy 3 
Neither are we then ſubject to thofe Trou- 
bles and Uneaſineſſes other Souls are ſur- 
| Ds poundedi 


or tolerated, our 


82. 
rounded with, who let the Doors of their 
Hearts be often knock'd at. | 

And now I . muſt mention in few Words, 
how we ought to behave in our Call, that we 
may not fruſtrate the ſame. 

Here many will object and ſay: Though 
I would willingly refign my ſelf intirely to my 
Saviour, yet 5 cannot do it, becauſe I ſerve 
ſuch a Lord or ſuch a Maſter, where I have 
ſomething elſe to mind ; or the Circurnftances 
of my Affairs with other People will not per- 
D 

Theſe and the like Objections hinder many 
Souls from entring into the ſpiritual Liſe: 
But all this doth not in the leaſt interfere with 
our Saviour's Service. 

One may be and do any Thing in the 
World, provided the Condition or Buſineſs is 
not ſinful in itſelf. | 

What particular Conviction any one may 
have of his own Condition, is quite another 
Caſe: For what is hurtful to one, may be 
uſeful to another. Yan ts 
What can forward one, may be a Hin- 
drance to another: The Lord may with Pa- 
tience bear in one, what he cannot ſuffer in 
another, 6 | 

But in general there is no other Rule in all 
the outward States, Conditions and Trades of 
Men, whether they are approv'd in Scripture, 

Xe viout may de the Lord in 
doing of them all. in 


For 


1 
For all Men in the whole Unixerſe are his 
Subj as. and all the Creatures his Servants. 
Nu ſerve the Lord Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle. 
Even the Servants, that-were Slaves to their 
Heathen Maſters, were commanded to do their 
Maſters Buſineſs, as to the Lord Jeſus, though 
I it were often very ſtrange and troubleſome. 
| And Luther ſays once: A Servant Maid, 
| * that ſweeps the Room, may do a Work in 
« God, 
. Whether you eat or drink, or whatever ye dp, 
u all to the Glory of God. 1 Cor. x. 31. 
The Lord our Pang is ſo intimately united 
with his Men and Maid Servants, that he has 
2 Hand in all their meaneſt Offices. 
| 1 te Ky do with Chearfulneſs, with- 
= out an n tor Selt-Intereſt, or with the 
teaſt View * promoting their own Eaſe,” Ho- 
| nour or Pleaſure, but from a true n 
ſo that they can ſay: Tis my Office, my 
Duty, I will do it with all my Here this is 
what the Lord bleſſes, directs, Fuer and 
protects, as we ſee in the Example of Joſæph, 
who lived in very dark and troubleſome Times. 
We need not trouble ourſelves to come to 
2. Certainty of our Affairs. Our Saviour 
Sws iy Servants in the moſt ſimple and na- 
tara] Manner, whether we pleaſe him or not. 
He convinces us of what is contrary to his 
Will: But that is an unprofitable Servant, Who, 
whenever his Lord requires it, doth not in a 
Core abandon all his Fortune, Honour 1 
ory. 


* _ 
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He doth not fend Tryals to no Purpoſe, bur 
is very exact in his Demands. re ge 
As the Preferver of the whole World he 
will have every Thing to be done in Order, 
and loves to ſee his Children diſperſed upon 
the Earth, and his Diſciples to ſanctify all 
States, all Employments, and all Conditions, 
7 thoſe do, that are governed by another 
Irit. | hr ae 
it were therefore to be wiſhed, that this 
whole Country and City might be repleniſhed 
with Men and Maid-Servants of Chriſt, who 
neither changed nor deſired to forſake their 
Condition, but endeavoured to get a new 
Heart, another Spirit and a new Principle to 
do their ſeveral Buſineſſes by. ki 
Then would this human Generation rejoyce, 
and even thoſe would be the better for it, who 
do not know Jeſus, but are ſtilÞ under the 
Patience of God, tho not his Children. yet. 
Thus it is with the Service of our Lord, 
which is grounded upon this: Thy Sins are 


o 


forgiven thee, And begins with this: I will, | 


be thou clean. 

He that knows Jeſus, and glories in his 
Baptiſm, and receives the Sacrament, or doth 
the leaſt Action, whereby he ſheweth himſelf 
to belong to God's Family, is accurſed by the 
Apoſtle, if he doth not love the Lord Jeſus: 
Juft as the primitive Witneſſes of Jeſus for- 
merly Jaid the Curſe upon the Members of 
their Congregation, viz. Ananias and Sappbira. 
A, V. oh ates 


But 
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But whoſoever rejects all thoſe outward 
Things and freely confeſſes, that he doth not 
trouble neither his Head nor Heart about a 
Saviour, he lies both under the Wrath co 
come, and under the aniverſal Corruption, 
where he puts on the Curſe Hike a Shirt which 
will never leave him, nay all is deadly and 
damnable about him, and his whole outward 
Life is but a Curtain drawn betwixt him and 
eternal Perdm ion or Hell itſelf, ſo that, when 
his Earthly Tabernacle falls to Pieces, he 
finks immediately into the Poo] of Damnation, 
without knowing how to help himſelf. 
This is truly that lamentable Condition of 
thoſe that live in it, which turns all the Glor 
and Riches, all the Crowns and Scepters, and 
all the Palaces and Pleaſures of this World 
into Torments and Wilderneſſes. 3 
And here we can appeal to all Mankind” 
Experience, for it lieth in every Man's Breaſt, 
of what Condition or Quality ſoever he may be. 
But to have that Experience, which all thoſe 
bleſſed Souls enjoy, that live in and with our 
Saviour, Men muſt wait with Patience for tlie 
Voice of the Son of God. | 
O Thou true and ever bleſſed Rede:cmer, I 
beſeech Thee with an humble and flia! Heart 
to have Mercy upon all thoſe, chat in theſe 
Days have been pleaſed, and for the future 
ſhall be pleaſed to hear the Heſtimony ot thy 
| Dominion, of thy eternal Peace and Love, of 
thy Merits, and of the bleſſed State of thoſe 
Souls, that are united to Thee: Embrace them 
all wich the Arms of thy infinite Compaſſion, 
| and 


[ 86 ] 
and be preſent with them in all their Ways, 
and make them fenfible of thy Glory, that 
thou mayſt eater with thy | bleſſed Spirit to 
forgive their Sins, to take away from them all 
Death and Perdition, receive them into thy 
Kingdom, and bleſs the-remaining Days of 
their Lives and all their Circumſtances with 
Peace and Joy. er 3 
For thou art the great and good Saviour 
and Lover of Souls, all which are of an ineſ- 
timable Value to Thee. 

They are thy Joy and Glory, they are the 
Crown of thy Head, take them all into thy 
Protection. | 71 | 
The Father has given them to thee. Thou 
art to be their Head and King, thou art to 
dwell in them, and walk with them. 
Do this, O moſt merciful Lord and Saviour, 
and begin the fooner the better, particularly 
in all that are here before thee, to eſtabliſh 
thy Government in their Hearts, and to pour 
aut thy Peace, which paſſes all Underſtanding 
for thy infinite Love and Faithfulneſs Sake. 
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The SEV ENTH Disco URSE- 


Who has redeemed me a oft and 
undone Creature. 


r An come 10 ſend Fire on the Earth, 
ad what wall I, if it be already 
SHES kind:d? Luke x1. 49. 

8. This was our Saviour's longing 
Deſire, when he came upon the 
Subject of executing the great Deſign of our 
Salvation, 

When we ſpeak of the Salvation of us all, 
the Nature of the Subject leads us to Three 

general Obſervations : 

Firſt, That ve are loſt. | 

Second, That we are undone 0 con- 

demn d. 
Third, That we are to be redeemed, or ra- 
cher according to the much more emphati- 
cal Expreſſion of our Article, chat we are 
redeemed already. 

Theſe Three Things we muſt have in our 
View, wiz. that we are Joſt, undone, con- 
demn'd and redeem; And all theſe Three 
— are 8 * in yo * Ss vs, Every 


Man, 
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Man, who neither has nor knows Jeſus yet, 
is in the Eyes of a Servant of Chriſt, that un- 
derſtands the Myſtery, not only a loſt and 


condemn'd, but alſo a redeemed Man. | 
And this is the Reaſon, why the Children 


of God are not eaſily provoked to be angry 
with wicked People. For notwichſtanding 
all their moſt miſerable and unreaſonable Do- 
ings, by which they hurt themſelves moſt, 

they are looked upon as redeemed Ones, and 
may become ſuch as we are: 

For we are entirely convinced, that we are 
but by Grace and Mercy what we are. 

We know, we are even ſuch loſt 'Creatures 
as they, and are redeemed by the ſame mood | 
of the Cov enant, as they are. 
He that is convinced of this Truth, can 
eaſily evade all theſe Difficulties, which are 

oppoſite to that Loving Deſire, of furthering. 
Souls in the Knowledge-of their own Redem p- 
tion and bringing them to the Land of the 
Living. 

O how were it to be wiſh'd, that the Sa- 
tisfact ion, the Grace and the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhed for them all, were once ſo truly 
preſent with and applied to them, that it 
might be as maniteſt in their Hearts and Con- 
fciences, as it is in the Holy Sight and Judg- 
ment of God, then they ea receive the 
Benefit and Comfort of 1 & 

But whence is it that we are ſo hard to be 
perſuaded of our own Redemption, nay doubt 
of it when we look upon ourſelves, and that 
all Converſions. begin. with a Doubt not vol 
whether 


[ % ] 
whether we are Redeemed, but alſo whether 
it be poſſible for us to obtain Grace. . 
Whence is it, that Trouble and Anxiety 
are the firft Thoughts of a Man, that comes 
to himſelf, awakes from his deadly Sleep, 
hears the Voice of the Son of God and begins 
to live? Heace it is, becauſe he makes no 
due and true Reflection upon his Toſt and 
damnable State and Condition. 50 
For did we believe this, we could eaſily 
comprehend and reconcile the other. n 
Jaiab ſays; We all lite Sheep have gone 
aſtray, we have turned every one to his own 


way. 
| 'To be loſt, is according to Common Senſe: 
Firft, Not to be there, where we ſhould 
be nor can be found of thoſe that ſeek us, nei- 
ther are we able to find our way back again 
from our ſtraying Condition, FAY 
Second, To have neither Hope nor Proſ- 
pect to recover one's Eftate, Health or Life. 
This and the like is called in the World, to be 
in a loft Condition, which in a Spiritual Senſe 
is as much as to ſay; We have loſt the way of 
Salvation out of our Sight, neither de we 
know, how to find it again, nor where we 
are, | | | 


St. Paul ſays; Deſtruction and Miſery are 


in their Ways, and the Way of Peace have they 


not known. Rom. ni. '16. 17. 

To difpute with Men about this, that in 
their Ways is nothing but Mifery, is almoſt 
unneceſſary. For it will not be long, but they 
will grow Sober from their „ 
whic 


| [90] 

which makes them fancy that they are in a 
ue and ſafe Condition, nay you will ſee 

rdly any one go out of this World, that 
will not confirm it in bis own Perſon; and ay: 
In my ways are nothing but Deſtruction aud Mi- 
fery, my ays ars vaniſb d, I have ſten no Good 
int {ls i 


As long as People purſue their ſinful Courſe 
with Pleaſure and 4 not ſee their Danger, 
one muſt have Patience with them; for they 
are not to be perſuaded to think themſelves 
_ unhappy, and your Admonitions would avail 
as little as a ſerious Diſcourſe. would with. a 
drunken Man. For they are drunk too, nay 
dead, loſt, know neither themſelves nor the 
undone Condition they are in, and ſook upon 
thoſe that would convince them of their Error, 
as dangerous Men not fit to be kept Company 


wWithal. 


*Tis therefore hard Work to reach a Man's 
Heart, who never thinks nor knows any Thing 
of his loſt Condition. But here ſteps in the 
Condemnation. God has concluded all in Dube 
lief, that be might have Mercy upon all. Rom. 
Xi, 32. 8 

When Men are ſecure and do not care what 
becomes of them, the gracious Hand of 
God overtakes them and makes them tremble 
at his Judgment, and their imminent Danger, 
that they do not know what to do. | 

They are convinced they cannot eſcape, 
but muſt fall.into his Hands now or hereafter. 

This is ſuch a Shock they cannot reſiſt. 


His 


: 


| 


Iis 


the Demonſtration of the Power and Efficac 


191 
1 His Word is a Hammer that breaks the 
ocks. | OL 
And as God did this in the Old Teſtament 
by the Law, ſo it is done a thouſand Times 
more by the Goſpel. rt L000 
For inſtead of the Law, which formerly 
knock'd on the Hearts with Force, till it 
found Entrance: We have now the prevail- 
ing Efficacy of the Blood of Chriſt, which in- 
ſinuates itſelf and penetrates the Heart to fuch 
a Degree, that they are more melted than in 


6 a Furnace, ſo that the moſt Obdurate muſt 


fee] and experience the Almighty Hand, and 


of a Crucified Redeemer and the Lamb of G 
which their Head hitherto could never have 
any Notion, nor their Heart any Senſe of. 

his Almighty Power of the Blood and 


Croſs of Jeſus, has this firſt and bleſſed Effect, 


by which one ſees that the Heart is no longer 
quite dead: This convinces People that they 
Y condemned, miſerable, and have no true 

ife. W 316 

A loſt and dead Man runs round a Circle of 
Sin OE the leaſt Trouble or Concern, 
at all. 2 1 
His Baptiſmal Vow he has forgot long ago. 
We will not now enquire into the Reaſons, 
why the Virtue and Efficacy of. the Holy Sa- 
craments, generally confeſſed and allowed of 
by thoſe of our Religion, makes now-a- 
days no greater Impreſſion nor is more con- 
ſidered, but is rather forgot like a dead 
Thing. | 3 "Mo 


© 1 

Is it not evident n all Diſpute, that 
People fall from the Grace of their Bap - 
tiſmal Vow, ſo that they can lay no Claim to 
the Benefit of their being baptiz d, and thus 
become twice dead. f 

For had they there received Grace and were 
waſhed in the Blood of the Lamb, they have 
not only died a Second Time, but wallowed 
again in their former Mire. 

Wherefore it is neceſſary to make it plain 
to the Underſtanding of ſuch People, not by 
the Art of human Wiſdom, but by the clear 
Voice of the Word of God, that they do not 
know themſelves, that they are dead, that 
they have no Spirit according to the Epiſtle of 
Jude, that they are in a State, where the Spi- 
rit of God will not always ſtrive with Men, 
becauſe they are but Fleſh, __ Gen. vi. as it was 
with the People before the Deluge. | 

And conſidered for ſome Time, this may 
make their Mind uneaſy, tho? it doth not Jaſt, 
but is changeable. 

They meet with fo many Circumſtances in 
Life, which makes them reject all that, or make 
Excuſes, or adviſe with other Worldly Pru- 
dent People, and thus relapie into their for- 
mer Darkneſs. 5 1 

But when the Voice of the Son of God en- 
ters the Heart once and faith : Thon art undone, 
and the Man remains convinced of his miſera- 
ble undone Condition, then is he no longer loſt 
but found. | 
A Soul, which with an upright Sincerity 
of Heart, acknowledges can ſay with 
2 Truth: 


93 | | 

Truth: I have no Part in the Kingdom of 
God, I am condemned, the ſame is already to 

be looked upon as a Brother, 

Bruch like Souls are found by the good Shep- 
herd, who has taken all our Sins upon him- 
ſelf, who leaves Ninety Nine in the Wilder- 
neſs, and goes after that, which is loſt, until! 
he find it, he layeth it on his Shoulders; tho? 
the Comfort as yet be concealed from its 
Eyes. | | 

"Al that a Soul feels in that State of her own 
| Condemnation, is but a delightful Scene 6f 
Eternal Wiſdom and Grace; whoſhever ſees 
a Soul in that Condition, cannot but rejoice 
and think: O that poor Child, which is 
oppreſſed and bowed down with the Weight 
of his Sins and his own Condemnation, the Lamb 
is now certainly paying his Ranſom for. | 
From this State one enters in no other but in 
the State of Redemption, according to our 
Saviour's own Senſe. | 

The Enjoyment of which Redemption con- 
ſiſts in this, when any one knows and can ſay 
with chear ful Confidence: I was loſt and 
am found, I was condemned and am re- 
deemed. | k AS 

You can never prove this Holy Truth to 
People that have had no Experience of it. 

As long as a Soul is not convinced, that 
ſhe is dead and in a State of Damnation, the 
preacking of Grace will be to no Purpoſe and 
the glad Tidings of the Goſpel will have no 
Effect upon her, | | | 


One 


\ 
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wells may reform, do good and get the Cre- 
dit of an honeſt and pious Man. 

Bur Grace never 2 Place, but where a 
Man knows himſelf to be condemn'd. 

Then our Saviour and all his Apoſt les preach 
the Goſpel to the Poor. 
Then Screams of Grace run from the 

Wounds of our Redeemer, that one can fay, 
Abba, Father, and from that Moment *tis 
manifeſt in the Soul, that one is a Child of 
Grace. 

But wherein doth this Redemption conſiſt? 

Anſwtv. Although we N treat upon this 
Subject more fully and properly, when we 
come to the precious Ble of Chriſt, yet it is 
requiſite to on here a few Words about it. 

Our Redemption conſiſts in the moſt amaz- 
ing Truth in the World, which no prudent 
Man will think reaſonable, but will according 
to our natural Method of Xn explode it 
as a manifeſt Folly, and whereof St. Paul 
frankly confeſles : Tr preach Chriſt crucified 
to — eus (of my _ Religion) a ſtumb- 
ling Block, to the Greeks (all other prudent 
. — ) Fooliſhneſs. 
In ſhort our Redemption conſiſts. properly 
in this: The ever living Son of God, who #s 
as truly the Son of God as any Man's Son is a 
Man, has been pleaſed, becauſe Sinners could 
be redeemed by no other Means, in the Love 
of his Father, through the Co-operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, yet out of his free Choice to 
54. F himſelf and to be born a Man, in the 
Form of ſinful Fleſh, like as other Children 
are, 
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are, to grow up by Degrees, to be educated 
by his Parents and live in Subjection to them, 
to live 30 Years incognito, fo that his Name is 
hardly mentioned all that Time, to appear at 
laſt publickly to teach for Three Years, to 
work many Miracles and give innumerable 
Proofs of his Truth and Glory, gaining but 
few Souls, without ſeeing his Diſciples in that 
State and Diſpolition he wiſhed them in, to 
ſuffer a moſt vile, ſhameful and curfed Death, 
in the-Eyes of all the World, to hang upon 
the Croſs as a Malefator between two moſt 
notorious Thieves, to be railed at, ſpit upon, 
ſcorned and mocked at, and all this with no 
other View, and to no other End, but to Re- 
deem the whole Race of Men from Sin, Satan, 
Death and Hell; to take away the Curſe from 

the whole Earth, and to reſtore Eternal Righ- 
teouſneſs, which had been loſt by Sin, to ex- 
alt Mercy above Judgment, to gain a Victo- 
ry, the like the World never heard nor will 
hear of, and thus in one Moment by the re- 
ſignation of his Spirit into the Hands of his 
Father and laying down his Life, to execute 
the beſt Thought and Deſign of Divine Wiſ- 
dom, and which the Will, Counſel and Love 
of God had reſolved upon from all Eternity: 
he roſe afterwards and ſhewed himſelf to a few - 
Souls, teaching and explaining to them the 
Myſtery of his Kingdom more accurately and 
fully, that fo they might become his Witneſſes 
in all the World: After all theſe Tranſactions 

he aſcended above all Heavens, where he as 

Man fits at the Right Hand of Power, as 1 

| Hea 
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Head of all his faithful Believers to reign over 
all the World, but in the Form and Figure of 
the Croſs, wherein He and his Believers are 
looked upon as nothing, or as if they were 
made for nothing elſe but Suffer ings, and for | 
ut the greateſt Part of the World, or 
almoſt all the Souls, for which he died, go on 
careleſly under his Eyes and Patience, and are 
far leſs concerned for his Redemption, Death 
and Reſurrection, than they would be for the 
Loſs of any Trifle. 1 
Although this is a Divine Truth, able to 
inſpire us, who believe, with Love, Reſigna- 
tion and Awfulneſs, and to preſerve and deli- 
ver us from all Sin in Time and Eternity; yet 
all Men have not Faith. x Theſs. iii 2. 
Amen! I declare to all that hear me, that 
beſides the Iacarnation and Death of our Re. 
deemer, it is the greateſt Mercy, the higheſt 
Benefit and the deepeſt Wonder, God can be- 
ſtow upon or reveal in us, when he makes us 
believe in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who by his 
Death and Martyrdom has redeemed all the 
Souls of Men, taken away Sin, ſuffered and 
underwent that Baptiſm, which he ſo much 
longed for to fulfill, by all which He as Man 
merited and obtained the Right to become a 
Preacher, who ſpeaks more powerfully, than 
the Blood of Abel and of all other Witneſſes, 
a Teacher, in whoſe Word is Grace, Redemp- 
tion and Salvation. | 


a Spectacle of Angels and Men. 


T his 
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x This Truth we ought to preach and no- 
{ ching elſe, and the Apoſtle ſays: I know no- 
bing elſe. . „ *. 
e St. Paul that wiſe, learned and experienced 
r Man knew of no other Wiſdom but of Jeſus 
Chriſt and him crucified. But here is to be 


r obſerved, 1. That we muſt patiently wait, 
n till we obtain Faith. 2. Not to be offended, 

e when we find ſo few, that do believe it, they 

h do not know what to make of us, that teach 


it; nay if they were permitted to ſpeak what 
they tink, they would ridicule us to our 
0 Faces, that we believe ſuch Things, in regard 
of which we renounce all that we have in the 
World. | n 

Our Comfort is to find here and there a 
Soul, which feels the Power and Efficacy of 
at Wl the Blood of the Covenant to the Remiſſion 
e- of her Sins, and who, tho' with the Loſs of 
eſt Reputation in the World, can ſay with us: 
e- He is ſlain and has bought us with his own 
us Blood. F | 


e hee 


The ErGHTH Discourss. 


Ranſomed, gained -or purchaſed. 


r Things are yours, but you are 
Galea Chris. 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. 
Ga AY To this End Chriſt both died and 
CTSI2SE roſe and revived, that he might be 
Tord both of the Dead and ihe 
Living. Rom. xiv. 9. | . 
They were thine, and thou gaveſt them me. 
John xvii. 6. TR 
Theſe three Texts of Scripture clear up and 
demonſtrate one and the ſame Thing, viz. That 
Souls, which are redeemed by Jeſus Chriſt are 
reat and mighty Men, who can boaſt with 
ruth, that all is theirs, a 
St. Paul ſays: The Apoſtles are yours, all 
Men in the World, they may treat you, as 
they pleaſe, all Things in the World are 
yours, Life and Death are yours, what can 
you defire more? 8 | 
Were this permitted to Men in their cor- 
rupted State, it would produce a great Con- 
fukon and Diſturbance, and if Men were 
allowed to uſe all Things, as they do ſome- 
times the few Things of their own, there 
would be no living in the World; but all this 
is guarded againſt. 22 For 
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For all thoſe that live ſtill in their natural 
Depravity, are as little Maſters over all, that 
they themſelves are meer Slaves of Sin and 
Death. | | | 

But thoſe, that can claim all for their own, are 


' a Myſtery unknown to the World, and ſtand in 


an Obedience towards their faithful Redeemer, 
which the Apoſtle calls the Obedience of Faith, 
an Obedience which proceeds from this, that 
we know he is our Lord, that we ſee him with 
our Hearts, as it we ſaw him with our bodily 
Eyes, that we keep cloſe ro his Croſs and 
Death, and to our Redemption in him, and that 
we cannot but love him with all our Hearts, 

As the Iſraelites were cured from the Bite 
of the fiery Serpents by looking upon the 
brazen Serpent; ſo do we look upon Jeſus, 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith. 

So did the ſick and diſtreſſed People in his 
Time, they look'd upon him with the Eyes 
of Faith, ey ſhed Tears in their Trouble. 

With theils Eyes we lay hold of his Heart, 
ſo that we tive” in a moſt intimate and tender 
Communion with him. 

But it doth not ftop here but we take alſo 
his Yoke upon us, as the golden Chain about 
our Neck, whereofthe Song of Slomon ſays : 


We are drawn with Cords of Love, and 


theſe are likewiſe the Ornament to the Cloatks 
a to the Robe of Righteoul- 
eis. 8 | | 
*Tis alſo:called che Badge of our Order, 
Which we carry about us as a Pledge of his 
Love and eur Faithfulneſs, that we dare not 
i E 2 | do 


* 


do our own Pleaſure, but that we are led by 

ſoft and kind Motions to have no other Mind 

and Will than what the Virgin Mary had in all 

— * Behold the Handmaid of the 
or 

I am thy Servant, ſays David, thou haſt 
broken my Bonds aſunder. 

When the old Cords are pulled to Pieces, 
new ones are put on, that now ye are married 
to another. Rom, vii. 

To this End Chrift both died, and roſe and 
revived, that he might be the Lord both of 
the Dead and Living. 

He came to ſet up the Kingdom of Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Chriſt is now the Lord to the 
Glory of the Father, and we are his Subjects 
upon three Aecounts. 

1. He has redeemed us. 2. He has pur- 
chaſed us, And 3, He has gained and won us, 
T hefe are three different Rights. 
The Redemption is made by a Ranſom or 
2 Price which is pay'd. 

— The Purchaſe is made and bees by 
Pain and Labour. 


The Winning or Vietory is gained by a 
Battle. 
hag redeemed us and all 


Firſt. Our Saviour 
the World. He gave himſelf, fays the Apol- 
ile, for all to be aved, and, this ſhould be 
preached in its due Time. 7 

Wherefore our Saviour co nds his Diſ- 
ciples, conformable to thoſ Words declar- 
eddi to us inſtead of a ſolemn of Even being 
delir ered from the Hands of our Enemies, > 

migh 


* 
* 
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might ſerve him without Fear in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs all the Days of our Life. 

Go ye, ſays he, into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature. He that 
believeth and is baptiſed, ſhall be faved, bur 
he that believeth not ſhall be damned. And 
why ? Becauſe he has not believed in the Name 
of the only begotten Son of God. 

For God ſent not his Son into the World to 
condemn the World, butthat the World thro? 
him might be ſaved. | 

He that believeth on him, is not condem- 
ned, but he that believes not, is condemned 
already, | | 

For he cannot accept of the Bleſſing, tho 
He ſhould be told it belongs to Him, becauſe 
his Heart thinks quite ctberwiſe. | 

Thus we ſee, what ſtumbling Block lies in 
the Way of all the World, of all wicked 
Doers and Infidels in all Nations, of all Bar- 
barians, all half Beaſts and Cannibals, of all 
honeſt Men, great and poor, of all Learned 
and Laymen, of all Formaliſts and Scoffers, 
of all Beſtial and Moral Men, of all Philoſo- 
phers and Men of. lower Capacities; in aWord 
of all that are not ſaved, nothing but Unbe- 
lief. For be was given for them all. 

The Scripture declares, we are redeemed 
from ſeveral Things; as: 

He has redeemed us from the Wrath to. 
come, from all Unrighteouſneſs, from the 
Power of the Devil, and from this preſent evil 
World. i | 

E 3 But 
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But, which is a moſt particular Expreſſion, 
he has redeemed us alſo from our vain Con- 
verſation received by Tradition from our 
Fathers. | 
Redemption according to a Scriptural Senſe, 
is an Action, whereby any Thing or Perſon, 
that is in unhappy Circumſtances is ſet at 
Liberty in ſuch a Manner, againſt which the 
old Poſſeſſor has nothing to object, becauſe 
of the Satisfaction that is given him. 
The Redemption of Mankind is made by a 
Price or Ranſom. | 
This is the very Expreſſion, the Scripture 
uſes in many Places relating to this Subject. 
One of the moſt remarkable Texts, which 
confirms us in it, is when St. Peter warns Peo- 
ple, they ſhould not think, that they were re- 
deemed with Gold or Silver, but with the 
precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb with- 
out Blemiſh and without Spot. 
From this Head it appears that it would be 
| fetting up a new Religion, and a ſtrange 
mangling and deſtroying the ſacred Truths ot 
the Lord, inſerting {ome Words and ommit- 
ting others, if we ſhould give any other than 
the natural and plain Senſe to the Word Ran- 
ſom for our Sins, this holy and great Price, 
whereby our Salvation has been purchaſed. 
Sincerity and Truth is doubly neceſſary in 
the Uſe of the Holy Scripture, elſe we expoſe 
our holy Doctrine to-Scorn, by the Uſe we 
make of it. | 
But tho? it be allowed, that ſome of thoſe 
prejudiced Criticks in Scripture may g. 
ö Well; 
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well, and think to mend thofe Expreſſions of 


the Holy Spirit, that do not ſuit with their 


Ideas, and to make them more intelligible and 
coherent 1 to their Opinion. 

Yet I confeſs ſincerely, theſe Advocates of 
the Holy Scripture and the Divine Wiſdom are 
rather to be pitied than hated, becauſe the 


Weakneſs of their Underſtanding is manifeſt. 


I believe ſimply, what the Nature of Words 
imports, and am confidently aſſured, Eternal 
Wiſdom has known better, what to ſay or 
dictate, than all Men, who. muſt be taught 
by her. I 
* * this, as it is moſt neceſſary, 

then this Truth is evident, that we are as als 
bought, as we can buy any Goods from ano- 
ther, or can ranſom a Slave from his Capti- 
tivity,. even: fo ſurely are we bought and re- 
deemed from Wrath, Judgment, Curſe and 
all Deſtruction; from Sin, Death, Hell and the 
Devil, by a true, and in God's Treaſury ple- 
oor, 


' nary and ſatisfactory Payment and Ra 


viz. Through the Blood of Him, who by the 
Grace of God has taſted Death for every Man. 

Vrael is juſtly redeemed, and his Prifoners 
are juſtified, _ | 33 

They could not be redeemed but by an 
eternal Righteouſneſs ard an eternal Redemp- 
tion. 

For they were delivered up and ſold by a 
Sentence as irrevocable as the Letters of the 
Kings of Perſia, whereof it is ſaid, that they 
could not be altered nor revoxed. 


E 4. For 
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For which Reaſon Abaſuerus could not diſ- 


annul his Commands againſt the Jeus, but 


only enervate *em by permitting the Jes to 
defend themſelves. 

The Law of Sin and Death was eſtabliſhed 
in the deepeſt Abyſſes of Eternity. © 

It was declared before that Tribunal, whoſe 
Sentences are valid and muſt be executed thro? 
all the Eternities. 

But the Iſſue of all was this : Satan, who 
had really bound the Souls faſt according to 
his Will (for to whom they yield themſelves 
Servants to obey, his Servants they are) has 


nothing to object, becauſe he himſelf has exe- 


cuted the Counſe] of God, by putting it into 
the Heart of Judas to betray his Maſter Jefus, 
and by perſuading Men to Kill the Prince of 
Life by nailing him to the Croſs, and bring. 
ing the Effect of his Blood and Death _ 
themſelves and their Children. 

' Wherefore he muſt now reſign them all to 
him, whom they have offended, whom they 
have crucified, and who has purchafed them al 
a-new for his Inheritance. © 

To that God, to whom Vengeance be- 


longeth, Vengeance is his, he will repay : He 


will love all his Enemies, bleſs them 15 curſe 
him, do Good to them that hate him, and 


pray for them that deſpitefully uſe and perſe- 


cute him; for he is the only-begotten Son of 
the Father. 


la a Word, we are free from the Devil. 
The World, which had enflaved us a-new, 
to which we had ſold our ſelves, becauſe we 
were 


1 
were free People in a certain Manner, and 
could diſpoſe of our ſelves, is with Satan its 
Prince and God beat down and vanquiſh'd at 
the ſame Time. | 

She has been with us a Servant of Sin and 
Death, and cannot deal or trade with us any 
more, | | 
ö She is ſtill ſubject to him, who can keep his 
Priſoners no longer, but muſt deliver them up 
for the Sake of the Blood of the Covenant. 


f Therefore ſne can have no better Right to 
0 us, than her Maſter, who ſends her, and muſt 
: let us go free, becauſe a Redemption is made, 
2 And from this Principle our Saviour can 
1 WJ with Juſtice require, that all choſe People, 
| that are his, muſt freely ſiy to their natural 
Father and Mother, as far as they ſtill belong 
5 to the World, and are under its Dominion: 
n % not know you. Deut. xxxiii. 9. 

For altho' they have the ſecond and neareſt 
0 iy to thoſe they have ingendred and edu- 
| cated. 0 | 
i Yet the Father, who has choſen us to Life, 


and called us to his Glory, made the Captain 
of our Salvation perfect through Sufferings, 
gave his only-begotten Son for us all, and at 
laſt brought again from the Dead our Lord 
Jeſus the great Shepherd of the Sheep, through 
the BI of the everlaſting Covenant, that 
now the Sheep may follow him, wherc-ever 
he gocs; he has the firſt Right, and is the true 
Father of the Family in Heaven and Earth. 
Now let us conſider the Purchaſe. 


4 5 ee” * gs. There 
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There is an Expreſſion, Exod: xv. 16. Till 
the People paſs over, which theu haſt purchaſed, 
This is more fully explained in the New Tel- 
tament, where the Church is mentioned, 
which he has 8 with his own Blood. 
Als xx. 28, This is properly grounded upon 
the Words of Jaiab liii. 11. He ſball ſee the 
Travel of his Soul and be ſatisfied. 

The trequent Signification of the Word 
* Purchaſe is this: When a Man gains ſomething 
either with his Hands in the Sweat of his Brow, 
or by taking a greal deal of Pains with his 
Head. 

Jacob laboured Fourteen Years for his Ra- 
chil, and Six for his Wages, to which be 
appeals againſt his Father-in-Law : I was con- 
ſumed with Heat by Day and with Froſt by 
Night and my Sleep departed from mine Eyes 
Gen. xxxi. 40. 

When we conſider the Life of our moſt glo- 
rious Redeemer, the Jong and great Pains he 
underwent in the World, the Burden he bore 
in Stlence for Thirty whole Years ( but the 
| Iittle unknown Acts of Faithfulneſs are great) 

to be preferred before thoſe that were maniteli 
to every one) the laſt. Years of his public 
Miniftry, when oftentimes he had not ſo muct 
Leiſure as to eat, when he tired himſelf with 
Labour by Day, and with watching by Night, 
when he ſuffered at laſt the moſt exquilite and 
_ inconceivable. Travail in his Soul, which 
made him ſweat Blood; we may well believe 
him to have gained and purchaſed. Somei bit 
by a.] that Travail of his Soul. : 
e es" "Ru For 
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For which W he is called a Servant, 
which is one that works hard. 

Certainly, if we compare our Saviour's La- 
bour and Fatigue with ours, we undergo in 
the World, we muſt be highly aſhamed. 

Thoſe, whoſe Mind is ſet upon their Buſi- 
neſs, take a great deal of Pain and Care; but 
what is all this to that World of more than 
Man-like Toil and Pain the Son of God went 
through in his whole Life of Humiliation, who 
had not where to lay his Head, and ſweatec 
Blood in his Agony in the Garden. 

By this his Pain and Labour we are pro-- 
perly and in a particular Manner his Purchaſe 
or Reward, or ( according to the Prophetick. 
Expreſſion) his Delight and Satisfaction. 

In another Place tis ſaid: y Delight ig. 
with the Children of Men: That he may have 
Joy and Pleaſure in us, and be ſatisfied with 
us, that is the Reward of his infinite Pains, 

Now ſhall we not allow him this his De- 


light? Should we not with thouſand Joys: 


reſign ourſelves to become that delightful Scene 
of Pleaſure to our bleſſed Redeemer; or elſe 


we muſt once with thouſand Terrors ſubmit. 


to the Wrath of the Lamb, and when that 
begins to burn, it will then be impoſſible for- 
us to eſcape, but we mult be broken to Pieces. 
with his Rod of Iron, ſince we would not kiſs 
his Seepter of Peace. 1 nts. 0 
Are we not his Delight and Pleaſure here in 
this preſent evil World, and have been 


aſhamed to confeſs, before a Parcel of poor 


miſerable Men, that we are his own, we muſt 
42 "0" pO | there. 
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there in Eternity, as Adulterers and Adulte- 
reſſes, that, have run from their Heavenly 
Bridegroom, lie at the Footſtool of his Throne 
and call to the Rocks and Hills to fall upon 
and hide us from his Face. he 

He has alſo won us, or as the Original Greek 
very emphatically expreſſes it: He carries us 
alout in Triumph. 2 Cor. ii. 14. 

The natural and common Acceptation of the 


Word, is to conquer and to ſhew the Booty 


of the Victory, as formerly the old * 
rors did, who tied their Enemies to their Tri- 
umphal Chariots, in Token of their Victory 
and Conqueſt, 

And thus it is, ſays the Apoſtle: God car- 
rieth us in Triumph through all the World, 
and manifeſts through us the ſweer Smell of 
his Honour and Glory, and that in a different 


Manner; to ſome to their Deſtruction, to 


others to Salvation, to Life or Death, 
He is ſet for the fall and riſing again of 
many. 

One of the old Patriarchs faid : Thjs J 
have get with my Sword and Row, 

Our Saviour has holpen himſelf with his 
Arm, ſo that the Blood of his Enemies has 
ſtained all his Raiment. J. xiti. 3. He has 
* deliver'd us from the Fower of Darkneſs wit 

his Arm, he rode on becauſe of the Word of 
Truth, and his rigbt Hand has taught bim ter- 

rikle Things. 5 
His Arrows were very ſharp, and the Peo- 
ple were ſubdued unto him, even in the midſt 
of the King's Enemies. i 

ua Thee 


- 
ww wowoucc uM —— 


L 099 
Therefore tis ſaid of him, to go forth con- 
quering and to conquer, Rev, xiv. 2. 

But this is not Victory only like that of ſub- 
duing one's Enemies, but like that of reſcuing 
one's Allies from the Hands of their Enemies and 
ſetting them at Liberty, who afterwards ſerve 
as Honourable Trophies of their Friend, of 
their Prote&ter and Supporter to go forth 
with him. 

In the Day of thy Power the People ſhall 
offer Thee free-will Offerings, Pal. cx. 3. 

The Enemies muſt experience this with Ter- 
ror and Anguiſh, but his People with a Thou- 
ſand Joys. 

The Chariots are his free-willing People, 
which freely confeſs to every one, that they 
are willing Servants and free-willing Witneſſes 
of the Glory of Jeſus. daa 

Thus Saul ſaved a City in its utmoſt Di- 
ſtreſs, and deliver'd it from the Hands of its 
Enemies, 1. Sam. Xi. at” 4 

Even ſo did the old Servants of God ſuc- 


. cour and ſupport their Allies. Al rabam pro- 


cured Reſt and Peace to the Kings his Neigh- 
bours, which made Melcbiſedech to meet and 
bleſs him. Gen. xiv. 

And even ſo did our King Jeſus who was 
ours, and we were his, who. had promiſed 
from Eternity to be our Surety, and to pledge 
his Body for the whole Race of Mankind. 

Wherefore he is called the Lamb flain from 
the Beginning, who by his long and great 
Sufferings has truly purchaſed us, and at laſt 
in the Sweat of his Brow obtain'd his Suit, and 

. * e gained 
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Sained the Victory for us on the Tree of the 
Croſs in the Form of a ſuffering and curſed 
Malefactor, who bore the Sins of the whole 
World. 2 

He has executed Judgment unto Victory, 
made his Enemies his Footſtool, and made a 
Shew of them openly. He went afterwards in 
the ſame victorious Spirit to preach and re- 
veal the Doctrine of his Victory to thoſe, that 
would not believe, leading Captivity Captive, 
conquer'd it, arid releaſed its Priſoners through 
the Blood of the Covenant, fo that it is ſtil] 
our Support every Day and every Hour. 

Now ſince he has truly redeemed, ranſom'd, 
and purchas'd us from all Sins, a careful At- 
tention is requir'd on our Part; how ſhall we 
then eſcap:, if we neglect ſo great a Sal- 
vation. 

It has been preach'd and proclaim'd to the 
World fo many Years, nay it is ſtill daily 
declared by many different Ways and Me- 
thods, and is contained in the Word of God, 
which is in every Body's Hands. 

Why have we not long ago made it our 
Honourand Joy to have received this Redemp- 
tion and the Enjoy ment of that Conqueſt and 
Victory, obtained. for us all by Jeſus Chriſt. 
| He is fo nearly preſent and ſo ready to give 
us all, and to beſtow on us this his Redemp- 
tion, that every one may apply it to his own 
particular Perſon and ſay; I have been pur- 
chaſed and ranſomed too. | 


He would fain ſee. us in that Order, (which 
is not to be diſpenſed with) to make us pe 
1 = as 


7 


that we are his purchaſed Good, his Bride 


which he labour'd for, his conquer'd Foy, the 


Reward of his Crofs, his Delight and Crown, 
wherewith he was Crowned in the Day of his 
Heart's Delight, on a Day of Joy, which none 
can Name but Himſelf and thoſe, thar are of 
tis Mind : For the Crown, in which he ſees 
all his Witnefles and all his Souls as precious 
Jewels twiſted together, was the Crown of 
Thorns. | 


Such as it is with the Joy of his Heart, ſuch 
it is with his Beauty, which is ſo emphati- 
cally deſcribed in the Canticles, tho' that, 
examined with human Ideas, would make 
but a horrible Figure. 


Vet to the Heart it is really beautiful: 


Thoſe torn, bloody, death-pale and ſtiff 


Limbs, with which he hung before God, Men 
and Angels, as a moſt abominable Sight. 
ſcorn'd. ſpit upon and ſorely diſtreſs'd. 
Theſe are indeed and in Truth they which 
alone ſtil} pierce and wound the Hearts of all 
poor Sinners to this very Day, and theſe my 
Heart is captivated with too. | 
For this Figure of our attoning Saviour 
was the Copy of our condemned abominable 
Souls, yet He loved us unto Death, He con- 
feſſed himſelf publickly for us, and obtained 
this by his Sufferings upon the Croſs, that now 
he dare not conceal but ſhew us to every body 
as his Trophies, as his deliver'd Allies and 
his peculiar People, he carries through the 
Wotld, protects them as their Hero and never 


ſforfakes hem to the End of the World. 


To 


* 


[ ms ] 
To Day, if you will hear his Voice, har- 
den not your Hearts. - | 
| We are not bid to compel and force our- 
ſelves, but only not to harden our Hearts. 

Our Saviour doth not want our Aſſiſtance, 
He doth not require of us, that we ſhould 
prepare ourſelves for his Kingdom; He is 
wiſe, powerful and near enough to open our 
Hearts, and to manifeſt himſelf to us in a moſt 
ſuitable and proper Manner. 

This we can firmly rely upon. 

Neither do his Servants require any more, 
then harden not your Hearts for the Sake of 
little deſpicable Honour, uneaſy Pleaſure, un- 
certain Greedineſs or ſhameful Lazineſs. - 

When you feel the Power of God, do not 
reſiſt it, let us not be govern'd by our Fancy, 
thinking, this or that Man will deſpiſe, ridi- 
cule and forſake us, or make our Life miſera- 
ble; be not inveigled by the Loſs or Gain 
of this or that Profit, and thus be drawn back 
again to your former Perdition. 

No Man, that is in his Senſes, and hears 
what is declared of our great Saviour, can 

ive his Aſſent to the Truth, without be- 
ing touch'd to the Quick with it. We that 
are baptiz'd, generally are not quite in- 
ſenſible, when we hear the Declaration of the 
Croſs and Death of our Redeemer. 

There is ſomething in all baptiz'd Chri- 
ſtians, that they can ſeldom hear any Thing 
of Chriſt crucified, but they muſt be moved 
in ſome Degree; but if it goes as it comes, 
they cannot excuſe themſelves like the Groen - 

| — 5 — landers, 
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landers, Laplanders, or Hottentots, and ſay; 
we have underſtood or felt nothing of it; but 
there is in all and every one a Sort of a ſubtle 
or groſs Hardneſs, and generally they may 
know in what Manner they have been diverted 
e 

But what do thoſe Souls knowand declare to 
us, to whom.our Saviour has revealed himſelf 
as Life and Peace, and has conferred upon 
them Grace and everlaſting Salvation ? 

This they know, that he has purſued them, 
and that he has embraced them, and not they 
him, that he has choſen them, and not they 
him. 1 | 2 

He has fetch'd me, fays David, becauſe he 
had Pleaſure in me. | ö 

St. Paul confeſſes ; He has taken and reach'd 
after me, I am known. 

We cannot deny the preſent Scituation, 
wherein Men through the Deceitfulneſs of 
worldly Circumſtances are gone ſo far, that 
the natural Inclination to what is Evil, out- 
bag by far the Impreſſions of the Croſs of 

riſt, 

The perverfe Cuſtom to prate of the Blood 
of Chriſt from their Infancy, as of a Fable, 
makes it by growing up to Maturity fo deſpi- 
cable, that People do not know at laſt what to 
think or make of it. 

Yet all this cannot ſuppreſs the Conviction. 

But this is attended with another general 
Corruption. wh | 

Every Age affords new Obſtacles and Hin- 
drances, by which our Saviour with his Re- 

| demption 
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demption, Purchaſe and Ranſom of our Souls p 
becomes by Decrees, if not quite forgot, yet Ml © 
inſipid and uneaſy. | h 

| TDiis ſurprizing to ſee People, that heac the WM 

g Word with Attention, tho* never fo plainly MW. 

| * before them, yet count it all a My- = 

ſtery. 

Ar the Time, when the Truth was wrapt up 
m Types, Similitudes and dark Proverbs, 
which the Danger of thoſe Times required; ic 4 
was then no Wonder that People could not II 

_ apprehend it fo readily, becaufe it was too fl " 

unintelligible for them. | 

But ſince it has been preached long enough 
in the plaineſt and moſt ſignificant Terms, ft 
for the meaneſt Capacity to apprehend the 
Meaning, neither has it been declared with- * 
out touching Mens Hearts, yet all in vain:. [ 

That very feeling itſelf is ſome what dubious, IM ® 
that although one cannot deny it the ſame _ 
Minute and it may laſt a little while, yet tbe > 
proper and genuine Effect, the Truth ought i C 
to have upon the Mind, often vaniſhes before © 
Half an Hour is paſt til} ſomething new is} © 
propoſed, which may touch the Heart for a 
few Minutes, and then evaporates again. 

do not know, what Effect theſe my Dif f 
courſes may have, ſince they are neither ſty-l 
died nor Artificially put together. For in the 
firſt Place I have no Time for Elaboration. 

And Secondly, I do not deſire to harangu* 
the Auditory with great Orations, but I treat 
the whole Subject not in a formal but in a mol 
natural Diſcourſe, wherein I endeavour to 4 

| pre 


( 11s ] 
prefs myſelf with the ſame Sincerity, Perſpt- 
cuity and Solidit Its as every honeſt, and in 


his Subject well-ſetled Perſon, ought to obſerve 
in his whole Diſcourſe. | | 

The more ſimple my Propoſition is, the 
more it will ſtrike the Conviction of thoſe 
Friends that hear me. 

But ſince the ſubſequent Hours and Days 
may be probably ſpent in the ſame Manner 
as they generally are after hearing the Word, 
I am afraid, theſe Diſcourſes will fare no better 
with moſt of my Hearers. 

Be that as it will, the Word is now declared, 
you have heard it and I hope it will prove a 
Witneſs in your Hearts. | 

You are all together redeemed, purchaſed 
and ranſomed by the Merit, Sufferings and 
Death of the eternal Son of God, our Saviour, 
our Head and our Lord. 

Now what Soul ſoever will till remain a 
Servant of Sin, and die under the Direction and 
Guardianſhip of her Husband the Fleſh, her old 
Corruption; ſtrall one time with the Enemies of 
the Lamb deſire to ſhelter herſelf under Hills 
and Mountains, and will then, if not ſooner be 


convinced, that it was her own Choice, and 
ſhe would have it ſo. 


The NI NTH Discovurss. 


Row all Sin. 


=— ZE 1TH is ſwallowed up in Vic- 
ry. O Death! Where is thy 
# Sting? O Grave Where is thy 
idr)? But Thanks be to God, 
o gives us the Victory, through 
our Lord Jeſu: Chriſt. 
_ *Tis an Error, when we either make too 
great Difficulty 'of Sin to be overcome or 
when we make flight of it and think it 
may be allowable. 

He will have Mercy upon us, blot out our 
Iniquity and caſt all our Sins i into the Bottom 
of the Sea. 

And this is the victory, in which Death i: 
ſwallowed up. 

The Sea is the Abyſs of the Mercy of God, 
which is cover'd all over with the Blood of 
the Son of God, as the Earth is with Water. 

He drowns the Ban and the Curſe of al 
Sin, never to riſe again, like-a Stone caſt into 
the Sea. a HR 


bs 4 ©. 


_ _ Deati 


1 

Death is quite the reverſe of that, to which 
the Love and Mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus 
has created us. "4 

God has created us to Life, and that we 
have Joſt ; but he, who has the Son of God, 
has that Life again. * 

He that has not the Son, or the Image of 
God, is {till in Death. | SO 

The whole Art of preſerving a Man's out- 
ward Life, conſiſts in preventing his inhe- 
rent natural Corruption from being predo- 
minant. | 
, The Servants of God carry their bodily / 
beath about with them like other Men, but 
2 they hinder their own Corruption by the Grace 
of our Saviour, and make their Land through 
nis Blood, look Green and in Bloſſom. 

From Spiritual Death they are quite free. 
0% The Grave is that old Corruption, oppoſite 
"WW to the Blood of Chriſt, that abominable Lake 
of Original Sin, natural Men do ſwim in, 
and Believers wade through as a Sea of - 
Sorrow. | 

People generally take Sin to be a Delight. 
If it were ſo, how could it be calleda 

ting. 

Gur Saviour tells us better, what Sin is: 
lou are of your Father the Devil, and the Luft 
of 2 Father you will do. John viii. 444. 
1 very Man ſubject to his Luſt, Covetouſ- 
ol dess, Ambition and Love of Eaſe, Cc. is a 
o Drudge and a Slave of the Devil. 

And if he obtains the intended End of his 
Ambition, Covetuouſneſs, Luſt and * : ow 

| | ife, 


n „ 
Life, he remains Satan's ſecret Diverſion, and 

is according to the different Paſſions of Men, t 
either admired or envied, beloved or hated, 
or counted a happy Man. 

But if he has tormented himſelf 20, 30 or N 
40 Years in his Purſuit and obtained nothing g 
at all, then he is expoſed to all the World and 
laugh'd at as an ambitious and proud Fool, 
or pointed at for a vile, covetuous Wretch, 
that is the Reward he has for his Pains. 0 

The infinite Compaſſion of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer moved him to ſend his Meſſenger to 
Mankind to open their Eyes, and to turn 
them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God. N 

If we will live then to ſee good Days, let us 
turn to our good Lord, that our Sins may be 
blotted out and aboliſh'd, and the Time of? 
Refreſhment may come from before the Face; 
of the Lord. 

'Tis an amazing Thing to ſee People not. 
only {inning every Day, but that they are not n 
tired with it, ſince Sin is of all Things thei” 
molt miſerable and inſupportable. 


But there is a ſ.cret Cauſe of it, if one 
knows that, one may comprehend it. 
- *Tis uſual in the World, that when a Man 
has been hard at Work, he takes Breath and y 
refreſhes himſelf. 0 

And this leads us to a Query, which is of. 
ten made to temperate and ſober People 


from whence-the Strength mult come. | 
We are apt to give ſomething-{trengthoing 


to him, whoſe Work is a little too mw 10 
| | im 
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him, and Sinners muſt have the ſame, or elſe 
i they will drop the Work. | 
n, If no Law were given in Commandments, 
d, the wicked Heart would remain as it is, and 
the Tranſgreflions would be leſs frequent. 
' But ſince the Mind of Man is of that Diſpo- 
"S WW ficion, that, what any Thing is forbid, which 
nd it had no Knowledge of before, it gets pre- 
ſently an Inclination towards it:; thus we may 
eafily apprehend the Truth of what St. Paul 
de. Ways: The Strength of Sin is the Lau. 1 
cor. xv. - | 
But here the Power of the Goſpel ſteps in, - 
be takes away the Force of the Law, ſets the 
te Soul at Liberty, turns her Face from all the 
* Ordinances to the Heart, to the Unction, to 
* the Senſe of Grace from Time to Time, as 
est as there is an Opportunity, and to the 
- "Divine Nature, received from above in the 
ace Remiſſion of Sin. 
Here that laborious Toil of Sinning loſes its 
24 8 and Nouriſhment, Faints away and 
| ies. | 
But from whence doth all this proceed? 
Whence comes this Enervation of Sin ? From 
whence this ſaving Goſpel? 
Thanks to the Blood of the Lamb. 
Thanks be to God, which gives us the 
Victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
He has redeemed us. We may have com- 
mitted never ſo many 'Sins, they are all 
owned in-the Ocean of the Blood of Chriſt. 
ging All that hear and believe this, and whoſe 


Hearts 
him C01, ii. 14. 


[ 226 ] | 
Hearts are really defirous to be redeemed from 
all Sin, may experience it this very Day, | 
' No Sinner, he may have been deluded by 
Satan never ſo long nor ſo grofly, is here ex- 
cepted from this univerſal Redemption and 
Ranſom ; there is no Sinner to whom Satan 
has not loſt all his Claim. : 

Te Whoremongers and Thieves, ye Re- 
vengeful and Murderers, ye Liars and who- 
ever ye are, ye Fearful and Unbelieving that 
hear and read this, will you be Saved? 
Believe then, that Jeſus has attoned and 
pay'd a Ranſom for you all, and that ye may 
experience it this very Moment, and know 
that ye have been healed by his Wounds and 
his Stripes. f 
The Well of Salvation is open for all Sia 
and Unrighteouſneſs. . | 
Take the Abſolution, look upon him, be- 
lieve and rejoice, ariſe, gird yourſelves and 


He died for all, that they, which live, 
fhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, 
but unto him, which died for them, and roſe 
again. | 
SWe are his and belong to Him. 

As we have been the Delight of Satan be- 
ſore, ſo we muſt now be the Delight of our 


. 
Thoſe Things in his Service, which the Ch 


World counts a Burden and Trouble, muſt 
be our Joy and Plea ure. 


Who 
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Who the World denies, 

Seeks the glorious Prize, > 09% 

| of a living Faith in Jeſus; l Y 
nd will ſoon affirm with Praiſes, 


That none ever dies, 
Who the World denies. 


We are his Spouſe through the Blood of 
our Husband, as the Reward of his Thirty 
7 Years laborious and pginful Pur- 
chaſe, 

Whether we Eat or Drink, Sleep or Wake, 
Labour or Reſt, all is done to his Glory. 

He has fought and conquered Satan for us, 
and accompliſh'd his Victory in Triumph. 

He included and deliver*d us up to his Fa- 


ther in his laſt Words: Father into thy Hands 


1 commend my Spirit. | 

There God regained us again. Ye are dead 
to the old Husband, 40 live to another. 

In ſhort : all tarns to this, that after we have 
received Grace, we live now, as we ſhould have 
done before the Fall, unblemiſhed and holy, 
only more bleſſed, and more ſure. | 

Since he is our Lord, we muſt be his People 
follow him and ſerve bim. N 

Whoever lives ſo as he did, muſt of Neceſ- 
ſity be hated as he was. 8 
But whoever can ſay, I Jive, yet not I, but 
Chriſt lives in me, makes light of all thoſe Dif- 
ficulties, and hardly minds them; for he is re- 
deemed from all Sin. | 
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The TENTH Discourss. 


From Death, and from the Poxwer of 
the Devil. 


= AARSORASMUCH as the Chil. 
$ dren are Partakers of Fleſh and 
5 47 Blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe 
TEES! took part of the ſame : that 
rhrough Death he might deſtroy 
— him, that had the Power of 
Death, that is, the Devil ; and deliver them, 
who through fear of Death were all their Life- 
time ſubject to Bondage. Heb. xi. 14, 15. 
By our Wages we know what Maſter we 
ſerve. _ 
The Holy Scripture demonſtrates this. 
Whoever has the Gift of God for his Salary, 
is ſurely a Servant of God. | ; 
But he who gets Death for his Wages, is 4 
Servant of him that can give nothing but Death, 
he may promiſe what he will. For he has no- 
thing but Death in his Power; and this 18 
the Devil. | 
By this Death we muſt not underſtand our 
natural Exit out of the World, which is gene- 
rally called Death. | 


For 


SAS e. ano. 
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For this is evident from our Saviour's Words, 
who ſpoke nothing elſe but what was confirmed 
by Experience, and in whoſe Sayings the greateſt 
Wiſdom is bid every-where. He that believes 
in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall be live: 
And whoſoever liveth and believeth in me ſhall 
never die. ' 

'Tis worth our while to conſider theſe 
Words, becauſe they plainly demonſtrate, that 
the putting off this mortal Tabernacle, which 
People call Death, is no true Death neither in 
itſelf nor in its Conſequences. od 

And for this very Reaſon the Scripture wiſely 
diſtinguiſhes betwixt the firſt and ſecond Death. 
Were it Death in itſelf, when one goes out 
of the World, the Wicked would be ſure to 
die but once. But ſince our Bleſſed Saviour as 
well as his Apoſtles knew, that the Death after 
this Life had no proper Connexion at all with 
what is called dying, therefore they call it the 
ſecond Death. x! 

All Things, as well as all Men, that are 
born into the World, are ſubject to the firſt 
Death, viz. unto that which is introduced into 
the World by Sin. 

And this th conſiſts in this, that we not 
only bring it with us into the World, but carry 
It about us, where-ever we are, or in what- 
loever we do; nay from the very Moment of 
our Conception Death is intailed upon us by 
Nature. 

The immortal Soul, which can never die, is, 
While in.the Body, incloſed in a deadly Priſon, 
in which it is carried about in the World. 

| F 2 The 


; 1 
The Motions, Senſations and Experiences, 
which ſne might have as a free Soul, are di- 


ſturbed by another Being, and the Soul is many 


times preſſed down as it were with a leaden 
Weight, and turned from her Purpoſe by an 
Accident, ſo that the whole natural Life of 
Man is but a continual Death. 

Wherefore our Saviour will ſay, I cannot 
deny that my Children and Diſciplesare mortal, 
for they die daily; but when they believe on 
me, they may be aſſured of Life, it ſhall be 
better with-them. 

Now, if they live and believe in me, I give 
them my Word, they ſhall never die eternally, 

By this we may clearly ſee, what our Saviour 
will ſay: If be meant the natural Death, then 
it would be as much as to ſay, that thoſe who 
had Jeſus, would not die like other Men. 

But here one might ask, How happens ir, 
that ſince we have ſome Inſtances of ſuch Men 
that are gone to Heaven alive, yet we have none 
now, ſince our Saviour's Aſcenſion, at leaſt we 
know of none. 

Thus our Saviour could not mean his Diſci- 

ples ſhould never die, commonly called dying, 
but he faith, *tis true, they die from their 
Birth, and carry the Body of Death about with 
them. 

But by dying and experiencing every Day, 
that they are in a brittle and tranſitory Taber- 
nacle, with which their precious Soul. is op- 
preſſed, in a Body, which clogs and obſtructs 
them many Ways; they are then to ROE 
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and to comfort themſelves with this; that we 
ſoon ſhall live, and Death ſhall ceaſe. 

St. Paul ſaith: To me to die, is Gain; to 
gain is to get ſomething better. 

Was not that ſomething better, when the 
Soul leaves this earthly Cottage, where would 
be the Advantage? Thus it is a true Gain to 
die. 5 

It delivers the Soul from its Priſon, and from 
that great Burden, ſhe has bore ſo long in Hu- 
mility and Patience, according to God's Ap- 
pointment, and the Example of her Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, who had juſt the ſame Body, 
and did not fay, I is fini/hed, till the Hour 
came to give up his Soul into the Hands of his 
Heavenly Father. 75 

Thus Life begins, when this outward Ta- 
bernacle is put off, no Death is to be expected 
any more. 

Then the Soul is delivered from her Incum- 
brance, and comes to breathe as it were in the 
free Air. EF 

That which before died, whoſe Death we 
felt, and now is laid aſide, is to be cured in the 
mean Time, and by the wonderful Power of 
God is changed into an incorruptible State. 

Thus when we hear our Saviour has delivered 
us from Death, *tis as much as to ſay, he has 


given to his Believers; that as ſoon as their 


Courſe was at an end, their School Time is 
paſt, and thoſe Days and Years, in which, ac- 
cording to the juſt Sentence of the Fall, they 
ſhould die, are fulfilled : they ſhall enter at 
once into Life for oY, be freed from Death 

3 at 
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at once, and their Son}, which has been waſhed 
and cleanſed by the Blood of Jefus Chriſt, hal] 
not be found naked, but cloathed, as foon as 
the Houſe of their corruptible Body ſhall be 
pulled down and taken to pieces. 
For they wear the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt as their Garment, after they have put 
him on here in Time, and are found cloathed i < 
with him. 0 
Whereas all other Men have nothing to ex- t 
pect but Terror, when the Time of their Diſ- i t 
folution draws nigh. | 7 
But why? becauſe here they are like the Chil- IW 
dren of God, who in their outward Life fare 


no better! but they have a Death within chem, Il & 
which they do not feel, a Death much more ¶ t 
dangerous and intolerable than the Children of Wl h 
God have to ſtruggle with. For theſe that are 
Chriſt's, crucify the Fleſh with the Aﬀections d 
and Luſts thereof; they know how to keep n 
the Body of Death under and in orcder. ẽ 8o 
Theſe by all their Labour, Faithfulneſs and t. 
Fatigue, and by their Self-denial can prevent ft 
and hinder many Eruptions of the Poiſon oft. 
Death, and diſpoſe themſelves in ſuch a man- 
ner, that by all their outward Affairs and Trani- Wl 4 
actions in and for God, their Heart is always fi 


above, where their Treaſure is; and thus by be- 
ing buſy in the Things of God, and the Salva. 
tion of Souls, they forget the Senſe and Reflec-If 
tion of their dy ing daily, and do not think upon 
their Decay, becauſe God rejoices their Hearts. 

They likewiſe perceive their tranſitory Ta. 
bernacle leſs than other Men, becauſe they 
pamper it lefs, Whereas 
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Whereas other Men mind nothing &Me but 
what makes them feel their Death in a moſt 
ſenſible Manner, ſo that they are continually 
buſied and concerned about Things, which do 
but increaſe the Torment and Reflections of 
their After- Thoughts. : 

Thus when ſuch poor Worldlings, void of 
Spirit, quit this Life, they have nothing to 
expect, but after they are delivered from their 
- WW burthenſome Cottage, and the Soul freed from 
te Body, then there begins a new Torment, 
Viz. the ſecond Death, and the Soul is cloathed 

|- MW with ſomething elſe, for the is naked. 

e And this unhappy and ſullied Garment will 
7, be far more tormenting to the Soul, than all 
re the Mifery of the former Cottage was, which 
of however could be put off. | 
re Here in the World they knew how to mo- 
ns Wi derate the Bitterneſs of Death by ſeveral Amuſe- | 
ep ments, invented by Satanto divert the Thoughts 
of his Servants, in order to keep them from 
nd By thinking upon the one Thing needful, and 
nt from all Conſiderations, which might recover 
of them out of his Snare. | . 
But when they enter Eternity, where all their 
Amuſements are gone, where all thoſe Diver- 
lions, all -thofe Reaſonings, and other Things 
with which they have been delighted in Time 
remain not, the Eyes are cloſed, the Senſes de- 
- BW firoyed, the Way to good Thoughts is ſtopped, 
the Arguments, which they reſerved to anſwer 
the Accuſations. of the Heart, and excuſe ir, 
are forgotten, then their Souls ſink down into 
th, for they are * becauſe ny 
N 4 0 
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do not᷑ believe in the Name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 

And that is unchangeably the Caſe, as ſoon 
as the Soul plunges into Eternity, where no- 
thing elſe is but Truth, and every Thing ap- 
pears in Reality without all falſe Figures and 
Ideas, and thus ſhe ſinks down into the ſecond 
Death with all her Knowledge, Convictions 
and Senſations. | 

Theſe enſuing terrible Events, though here 
they be never ſo many Ways divertedand ſtifled, 
yet are always attended with ſome ſecret Gnaw- 
ings, and forebodingOmens, ſo that Satan keeps 
them nevertheleſs in his Slavery, and doth with 
them what he pleaſes, becauſe he hath Death 
in his Hands, which for our Sins Sake is in- 
tailed upon us, and with which he can torment 
and fright us whenever he will. 

He can ſpoil our beſt Days and moſt joyful 
Hours at once, that we do not know where we 
are. | 

All that is in his Power. He is the Prince 
of Darkneſs, that worketh in the Children of 
Diſobedience. 

And as the Servants of Chriſt ſay, he is our 
God, in whom we put our Truſt; ſo theſe poor 
Souls under the Tyranny of Satan, muſt ac- 

knowledge him to be their Head and Maſter, 
and dare not ſtir without his Leave, -he is their 
God. 2 

*Tis known, that naturally free People keep 
every thing in better Order, though they be 


They 
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They obſerve their Duties too, but all in 
its proper Meaſure, Order and Time, though 
they be never ſo difficult. ; 

They know however, that their Houſes, 
Acres and Grounds are their own, and take 
Delight to manage and manure them. 

But when one comes into thoſe Countries, 
where People have been Slaves of a long ſtand- 
ing, there one ſees nothing but Calamity and 
Miſery, and nothing but Poverty and fad 
Times reign in all their great Lands and Eſtates. 

They can fave nothing: For in their beſt 
Days they can hardly keep themſelves, and in 
bad Times they are ſtarving, or muſt be a 
Burthen to their Maſters. ets 

The Reaſon of this is obvious, becauſe they 
have no Mind nor Encouragement to do any 
thing, their unhappy Circumſtances ſuggelt to 
them fuch-like Notions as theſe. Why ſhould 
I take fo much Pains, and plague myſelf about 
that which I am liable to loſe every Hour ? 

The Caſe is the ſame with all the Slaves of 
Satan, and all the natural Men, that do not 
know what to do with their Souls, whether they 
be their own. or: anothers, ſhould they take 
never ſo much Pains about 'em. 

Though they hear, read, and are convinced 
of the beſt of Truths, that they think it would 


be well if it could be ſo: yet when they go to 


put it in Practice, their Heart fails them, and 
why.? becauſe they through Fear of Death are 
all their Life -· time ſubject to Bondage. 


Wherefore the Beginning of their Refor- 
mation muſt be made by the Grace of the Lord: 


E 5 Jeſu- 
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Jeſus and his Mercy, by his Attonement and 
Redemption from the Power of Satan. 

For it is ſaid: To grant unto us, that we 
being delivered out of the Hands of our Ene- 
mies, might ſerve him without Fear, in Ho- 
* lineſs and Righteouſneſs before him all the 
Pays of our Life.” | 5 | 

This Matter leads us naturally to ſay fome- 
ing about the Subject of the Combat againſt 

in. 

All ſincere Souls, that have read much, or 
are otherwiſe endowed with any good Senſe, 
do unanimouſly agree, that one muſt never 
give Way to any Paſſion, or ſinful Thoughts, 
or to any Temptations, Inclinations or Deſires 
whatſoever. 

They that do not allow this, are careleſs an 
_ perverſe People. | 

Every ſincere and honeſt Man can relate by 
his own Experience, how violently he has re- 
ſiſted his own natural Inclinations upon many 
Occaſions, reſiſted his angry Motions, and 
broke his own Will : How en he has refuſed 
ary worldly Advantage, becauſe he would not 
commit the leaſt Jojuſfice : How many Times 
he could have revenged himſelf to the Ruin of 
his Adverſary, but gave Way to Reaſon and 

Equity, and avoided it. 1 
And thus it is with other enormous Vices, 
eſpecially thoſe of Luxury and carnal Pleaſures. 

Thus one might make up a whole Syſtem of 
Virtues, and particularly of ſuch as gain Ho- 
nour and Reputation, ſo that People fay : Such 


a one was formerly fo violently pailionate, is 
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now ſo kind and affable: That Man was ſo 
miſerably covetous, is now very liberal and 
generous, witneſs ſuch or ſuch an Inſtance. 

Another, who purſued his ſenſual Pleaſures 
to the higheſt Degree, is now quite the reverſe, 
to every one's Admiration. 

He that loved his Eaſe and Quietneſs, and 
was afraid of diſobliging any Body, or raiſing 
himſelf an Enemy, has now undergone a great 
deal of Trouble merely for his Sincerity and 
Honeſty, to every Body's Surpriſe. 3 

One muſt however be juſt and equitable in 
one's Judgment. | 

Not every thing can be done ſo eaſily with 
fo little Trouble as one may imagine : Many 
Conſiderations have been required, and __ 
Arguments have paſſed in the Mind, till at laſt 
Virtue prevailed, and got the upper Hand to 
do what is lawful and right. 

Such a continual Conflit St. Paul relates of 
himſelf, when he was a great Philoſopher and 
Feacher among, the Phariſees, and had then a 
rfe& Infighc of every thing a Man could. 


| (443 and underſtand. 


He gives a large Account of it: Whenever 


he had an Inclination to do good, he could not, 


and was ſoon overpowered by a contrary Prin- 
ciple, which captivated him to do what he, 
would not. 9 4 

This went at laſt ſo far with him, till he was 
no longer a Slave to the Body of that Death, 
for which he thanks God, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
and draws this Concluſion from it. | 
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That he, who lives in Jeſus Chriſt, doth not 

walk after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. 

There is no Condemnation to them which are 

in Chrift Jeſus, the Law of Death being then 

 . aboliſhed, and Chriſt has redeemeu me from 
that Law, and ſet me at Liberty. | 

As long as he reaſoned with himfelf, and ſet 

the Law and its Duties before him, it was im- 

poſſible for him to fulfil the fame, the Law 

worked but Wrath in him, confounded him, 

and ſet him againſt God. 


But what did God? He ſent his Son in the 
Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, and for Sin condemned 
Sin in the Fleſh. 

As ſoon as St. Pau / found this by Experience, 

| he was immediately ſet at Liberty, and deli- 

vered from the Power of Sin at once. 

As long as we live without Jeſus, and do not 

know him, nor have found our Deliverance and 

Redemption in his Blood, fo long we wreſtle 

with Sin, and ſtrive againſt it. 

And here a Man of a ſincere Diſpoſition, and 
of a good natural Underſtanding, may be 
driven ſo far, that he doth not know what to 
do : Nay, we have Inſtances ef fuch People, 
that have run mad for no other Reafon, but 

| becauſethey would be good, anddo righteouſly, 
but could not effect it. 
No Man of any Experience will deny this: 

But he that would make a wrong Uſe of this 
Knowledge, doth but betray the Want of his 
Underſtanding. 

For it cannot be denied, that thoſe, who 
will ſubdue and overcome Sin by their own 
+ | EKeaſon 
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Reaſon and Underſtanding, by their owty Con- 


victions and Perſuaſions, by their own Ogg Ing 
and ſtriving againſt it, are ſubject to all the Dan- 
ger that can befal a weak and feeble Creature, 
which will reſiſt a greater and ſtronger Power. 
| They do but expoſe themſelves, Sin gets 
the Dominion, rhe Devil treads them under 
Foot, notwithſtanding, all their Struggle and 
Combat : They are in the ſame Condition with 
David, when he ſays : The Enemy has perſe- 
cuted my Soul, he has ſmitten my Life down 
to the Ground, he has laid me in the Darkneſs, 
as the Men that have been long dead. 

They are not ſet free, becauſe they grow 
faint and tired in their Combat, and run art laſt 
through all manner of Opinions and Fancies, 
either into a careleſs Diſpoſition, little think- 
ing upon God, not at all on our Saviour, be- 
cauſe they find all their Pain and Labour loſt, 
or when they will force it, may perhaps loſe 
their Underſtanding, Health and Life too, 
without effecting any thing at all. 

All this proceeds from their being Servants 
of Sin, they are looked upon as Adulterers, 
they have no Power to leave Sin their old Huſ- 
band, and dare not live with another. 

But he who knows the Salvation, that 

eſus has purchaſed us with his bloody: 


Death on the Croſs, who has aboliſhed 


Death, and brought Life and Immortality 
o Light, that Sin can have no more Domi- 
lon over us, becauſe we are no more under 
he Law, but under Grace; he underftands the 
yltery, how to. get rid of Sin in a molt eaſy, 

| | Manner 
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Manner without any Difficulty, Complaint, 
and Torment, ſo that it muſt give Way, muſt 
fly and die ; Satan, who has it in his Hands, 
and uſes it to lead Men according to his Plea- 
ſure, at laſt dare attack us no more. 

We either keep ourſelves, that the wicked 
one dare not touch us, or reſiſt the Devil, that 
at laſt he muſt fly from us. 

And this is to be obtained no other Way, 
than by anintire Dependance upon our Saviour's 
heroick and victorious Power: When we re- 
ceive of our Redeemer all his Righteouſneſs and 
Merit, and humbly eonfeſs and fay to him, 
My Blefſed Saviour! I of myſelf can do no- 
- thing, I am a Man weary and heavy laden, have 
Mercy upon me, I ſcarce can breath under the 
Weight of Sin, I cannot overcome it, deliver 
me from this Body of Death, and ſet me free 
from my Perdition : Apply the Efficacy of thy 
Blood and Death in the Mother-like Compaſ- 
fion-of thy Heart to my Soul: Do thou ſay to 
mine Enemies : Be gone : Caſt my Sins behind 
thee, and ſwallow up Death in Victory: Then 
will our Saviour ſoon take our Caſe in Hand, 
and receive us, who has faid : He that comes 10 
me, 1 will in no wiſe caſt out. 

| He knows very well, that we can do no- 

thing without him. | 

Thus when ſuch a poor Soul, which has tired 
itſelf, and yet effected nothing at all, comes to 
kim according to his kind Invitation, the firl 
Thing he doth with us is; He puts us upon 
Patience, preſents himſelf to us, and ſays: Thi 
_ Child ſball be diſturbed no more. 
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Souls that have obtained Grace and are juſt 
aſſed from Death to Life, that are but juſt 
Jew- born, which have been buried under the 
the Power of Death or have been entirely dead 
to the Spirit, but to whom our Saviour has 
juſt given Life, thoſe he puts to ſleep, as it 
were, and then he begins to feed and nouriſh 
them with his own Fleſh and Blood, keeps 
and nurſes them till they grow up to the Sta- 
ture of perfect Men. a, OT” 5 
Of whom St. Peter ſays: As new born Babes 
deſire the ſincere Milk, that ye may grow 
thereby. | a 
At that Time Satan dare not touch us who 
are as Children in their Cradle, where they 
ie have People to take care of them. 
er That Child refts in perfe& Peace, which 
ee keeps its firſt Love, according to Rev. xi. 
the moſt noble and perfect Love of all. 
. In Beginners his Love is ſo burning, ſo 
to free and lively, thar thoſe good Souls do not 
nd think without Reaſon, that they can hardly 
en advance to a higher Degree, or be ever hap- 
d, pier in this World. 
#0 'Tis true, none in the moſt perfect Fa- 
thers Eſtate can enjoy more Reſt and Tran- 
10- i quillity from all his Enemies. | 
*Tis therefore Folly, and a Sign of no Ex- 
red Wl perience at all, when they ſay, That Man is 
to not very far advanced, and is but a Beginner. 
rt For this Reaſon he doth yet this or that Sin, 
201 and has this or that Frailty in him. 
. A Beginner is in his beſt State; a Beginner 
1 the Kingdom of Chriſt, who but juſt has 
Ju 2 855 | | re- 
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received Grace and Remiſſion, whom our Sa- 
viour has but juſt laid upon his Shoulders to 
carry him home with Joy, he lives in ſuch 
Security, which no Man can imagine, he is 
paſt all Danger, and can ſay with David. 
Thou haſt lifted up my Head from the Gates of 
Death. © 
Our Saviour, when he was going out of 
the World, ſays of his Diciples , Thoſe that 
Thou gaveſt me I have kept, John xxvil. 

My Sheep, bear my Vouce ; I know them, 
and they fillow me. None ſhall pluck them out 
of my Hand. | 

When People wonder'd, that it was ſo wel 
with them, he ſaid: Let them alone, the Bride. 
groom is with them: But the Time will come, 
when the Bridegroom ſhall be taken from them, 
and then ſhall they faſt and mourn. However, 
it ſhall be beiter again; their Trouble ſhall be 
turned into Joy. 

Indeed the Time will come, when we are 
grown up, have got Strength of Faith and 
put on the Armour of God, when the Shoul- 
ders can bear it, then the Enemy gets leave 


to try the Children of God, what People 


they are, what the Lord has made of Sinners, 
and what he has endowed them with. 
Bur then the Devil is treated in quite a dit- 
ferent Manner than before. 
Then ir cannot be denied, that we fight 
with 1m. 1 2 
The World we avoid, and. fly ſrom it; 
and this is our beſt Way. 


Bus 
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But Satan we muſt ſtand faſt againſt and 
overcome by the Power of God, whenever 
he attacks us. | 

The Lord treads down Satan under our 
Feet ſhortly. | 

Sin is the moſt miſerable and mean Thing 
under the Sun, not worth our Thoughts ; 
and if any thing comes to put us in mind of 
any paſt Sin, we muſt treat it as the moſt 
contemptible thing, and kill.it as a Fly. 

Sin has neither Right nor Power, nor is 
it worthy of our leaſt Regard. 

We muſt never ſuffer it to ſtir, or get the 
leaſt Admittance. 

For its Connexion is deſtroyed : Our Sa- 
viour has broke down its ſtrong Hold, and 
ſpoil'd its Building. If it appears again and 
ſhews itſelf, the Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt 
but watch, that it may not repair its Con- 
nexion, but always remain broken and torn 
in Pieces. 

A Thought may come flying, and there 
once may appear again ſomewhat of the Seeds 
of Satan, of his Craft or Violence; but it 
is cruſhed immediately under Foot. 

He doth not ſo much as look upon Sin, nor 
thinks it worthy of one Caſt of his Eyes. 

The Faith of a Child of God, eſpecially a 
Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, is ſo active, when heper- 
celves Sin afar off upon ſuch Occaſions, where 
it uſually inſinuates itſelf, that the Anoint- 
ing is immediately ready to warn us; and this 
Intimation of the Spirit is ſo powerful, that 

cer 
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e'er Sin can put itfelf in any Poſture, tis 
routed already by the faithful Believer. 

St. John is both Times in the right: 

Firſt, when he faith, F we ſay that we 
have no Sin, we deceive ourſelves, 7 the Truth 
i not in us. 

For Sin remains ſtill in our Members, till 
we are going to the Grave. 

Bur alſo ſecondly, when he cries out : Ye 
that committeth Sin, is of the Devil. 

Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit 
Sin; for hi; Seed remains in him : and be can- 
not fin, becauſe he is born of God. 

But from whence is this great Counter- 
Power againſt ſo powerful an Enemy de- 
rived ? 

From hence, that Ged has delivered as from 
the Power of Darkneſs, and has tranſlated as 
into the Kingdom of his dear Son,, in whon 
we have Redemption through bis Blood, even 
the Forgive eſs of Sin. 

Thus we have ſpoke a little of Death, and 
of the Power of the Devil; likewiſe of the 
Power we have, as ſoon as we begin to live 
and have got rid of Death, and as ſoon as we 
do nothing in our whole preſent Life, but 
hope and wait for the Manifeſtation of Jeſus 
with all his faithful Believers. 

Then one can ſay amidſt all the Agonies of 
Death, that may befall this mortal Cottage: 
Farewell ! The Time is near at hand, when 
Death ſhall be deſtroy'd. 

Now I am dead, I am crucified with 
Chriſt : I know the Hour will come, when 
People 
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People ſhall think me dead and gone, fo that 
all is at an End and buried with me ;. but my 
Soul will think quite otherwiſe, and look to- 
wards a glorious Reſurrection. 

That is true, I ſhall not re-take this cor- 
ruptible Body, nor re- aſſume this Tabernacle 
of Clay: . | 

My Body and I ſhall never meet again in 
this deadly Figure; my Head-ach ſhall never 
return. | 

But is this Death or Life? 

That is indeed a bleſſed State, to be deli- 
vered and paſt all thoſe Difficulties and Dan- 
gers, all thoſe Troubles and melancholy Pro- 
ſpects, the whole World is ſurrounded with. 


Every earthly God, who is ſtill under the 


Power of Satan, muſt with an envious Eye 
look upon the meaneſt and pooreſt Man in 
a Hoſpital, that loves Jefus Chriſt his Re- 
P. BEEF: 

For he muſt of Neceſſity have a princely 
Spirit and an heroick Soul, who can give up 
his Life and all for Jeſus Sake, and knows, 
he is as happy as his Maſter. 

Surely, as one has been a Slave through 
Fear of Death all his Life Time; So one 
7 to be a Lord through the Hope of 

ife. | 

»Tis no Wonder, that the World would 
willingly draw us back, and therefore tries all 
the Methods poſlible for that Purpoſe. 

But it is impoſſible for us to engage in any 
Thing elſe, 


The 
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"The whole World with all its Pomp and 
Splendour can never come into the leaſt Com- 
pariſon with that Salvation, we poſſeſs nor with 
that Life we enjoy, to which all our Endea- 
vours are ſtretch'd out Night and Day, be- 
cauſe we know, that we are to be transformed 
into his Image, that he who raiſed up Jeſus 
from the Dead, will alſo raiſe our mortal Bo. 
dies to Life, beeauſe his Spirit dwells in us, 


The 


The ELEVENTH DiscouURSE.* 


Not wwith Gold or Silver, but with 
his holy precious B hood and with 
his innocent Sufferings and Death. 


== JOSOEVER ſhall confeſs, that 
= TFeſus is the Son of God, God 
dwelleth in him, and be in God. 
1 John iv. 15. | 
— 'hus it is with a Soul, that has 
Faith and Life. | 


'In Page 94. I promis'd ſomething which is not per- 
ſorm'd, for the Diſcourſe upon the Blood of Chriſt is the 
meaneſt of all, neither would it have been publiſhed with 
the reſt if we had not determined to let all theſe Diſcourſes 
appear jult as they were taken down. I ſhould, promiſe to 
treat more fully and at large upon that Subject, if I did not 
fear that the unſpeakable Motion of my Heart whenever 
I come upon that Matter of Matters might ſtop my Pen 
as it did my ſpeaking at that Time. 

I think it is always beſt in ſpeaking of the Blood of 
Chriſt and of the Experience thereof, to ſay, I ſpeak ine x- 
pre ſſible Words: | 

The heſt I can ſay is to confeſs ſimply and plainly the 
Lamb has ſhed his Blood for me a poor and helpleſs Worm. 


AS 


[142] 
As ſoon as one knows and confeſſes, that 
Jeſus is the Son of God, every thing follows 
of Conſequence, one is a Child of God, one 
is willing to reſign all. 


In the Day of thy Power ſhall the People 


offer Thee Free-will Offerings, Pl. cx. 

In Primitive Times Chriſtians were blamed 
for bearing an Hatred againſt thoſe that were 
no Chriſtians ; neither were to be excuſed for 


it. 

The Apoſtles, and other Witneſſes of Je- 

ſus, cautioned People not to judge another 
Man's Servant. 
Thoſe that were not Chriſtians, were not 
hated only becauſe of their corrupted Will, 
but for deny ing the Truth, that Jeſus is the 
Son of God. SO | 

Neither could they believe that Truth 
without a ſupernatural Light of Grace. 

Now in theſe Times it is much worſe and 
more difficult to love thoſe People, that pre- 
ſume to ſay, that Chriſt is the Son of God, 
and yet live in the utmoſt Careleſſneſs. They 

rform the outward Ceremonies and Duties 
of Religion, but in Realicy deny the Truth 
of it, or betray their Infidelity by their Lite 
and Converſation. | 

But here is a particular Caſe alſo which 
muſt teach us Patience, | 
The Fear, which formerly forced Men to 
deny Jeſus to be the Son of God, obliges them 
now to allow it, 

Thoſe that do not believe, that Jeſns 1s 
come into the Fleſh, we muſt leave to their 

own Judge. Fleſh 
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Fleſh and Blood can not reveal it. 
Education, human , Arguments and Con- 

victions, do not imprint it upon the Heart, 

but at moſt into the Head. 5 
It muſt be done by that Light, whereof St. 

Paul ſpeaks : God who commanded the Light to 

Hine out of Darkneſs, has ſhined in our Hearts, 
to give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glor 

of God, in the Face of Feſns Chriſt. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
*Tis Fooliſhneſs to the natural Man, neither 

can he receive it. 1 Cor. ii. 14. 

The Diſciples at Emmaus did not underſtand 
it, but their Heart burnt within them. Luke 


xxiv. 32. ä 

B Xx Grace of our Saviour that Fire muſt be 
kindled in the Heart, which he could not diſperſe 
till he was bapliſed with that Baptiſm, which 
be was ſo ſtraiined to ſee accompliſhed. Luke xii. 

49. 50. 2 | 
4 But now that divine Fire 1s communicated 
to every one who does not harden his Heart 
„as a Diamond but keeps it open. 
y But who doth this? Who keeps it open 
when the Lord doth unlock it? | 
h Joſs faid to Thomas be not faithleſs. 
a hus it muſt be poſſible to doubt even 
when one ſees. All Men have not Faith. 
h But how is it with thoſe, who really believe 
that Jeſus died for them. 

St. Peter ſo vs: Not faſbion ing yourſelves ac 
cording to the former Luſts in your Ignorance. 
But as he, which bas called yeu, is holy, ſo be 
je holy in all Manner of Converſation : Becauſe 
it is written: Be ye holy, for I am holy. And 
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if ye call on the Father, bo without reſpect of 

Perſons judges according to every Man's Works, Nis 
paſs the Time of your ſojourning here in Fear, 

For as much as ye know, that ye are not redeem. 

ed with corruptible Things, as Silver or Gos 
from your vain Converſation received by Trad. * 
tion from your Fathers, but with the preciou ¶ th 
Blood of Chriſt, as a Lamb without Blemiſh ani. 
without Spot. 1 Pet. i. 14. 19. of 

There are two Things beyond our Concep- Mbe 
tion, Firſt, the Weight and Importance to 
the Subject, to expreſs which we have not 
Words enough, and Secondly, How to attain no 
thoſe important Truths, after we have given Mai: 
our Aſſent to them. 

Every one muſt acknowledge, if it be tru: 
that Chriſt is made Man, I have no Excuk 
but Ignorance and Incredulity. 

' Ignorance, when I have heard Nothing of 
it. 


Incredulity, when I cannot receive or believe 
ic, and my Heart thinks quite otherwiſe. 

Of the former tis ſaid: The Times of 1gnv- 
rance Gd winked at. 

But of Incredulity our Saviour faith: He tha 
believes not, is condemned already, John iii. 

Our Saviour muſt begin the Work, we mull 
firſt hear the Voice of the Son of God, then 
we begin to live, and hen we live, then wt 
learn to believe. WA, 

If we have any of the Virtue and Energy 
of Baptiſm till left within us, and do not live 
according to the Mind of our Redeenfer, tba 
will condemn us. | g 

* 
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He that doth never feel the Wiath of God 
is dead in Sin. | | | 
Has he been baptiſed, then is he twice dead. 
The Moment, a Soul begins to live, and the 
Spirit of God overſhadows her, ſhe hears the 
oice of the Son of God, which ſpeaks of no- 
thing but of the Blood of Propitiation. | 
. Whoever lives and has heard the Voice 
of the Son of God, he ſoon is ſenſible of his 
being loſt, if he doth not acknowledge Fe/us 
to be his Lord and Maſter. 
But whoſoever believes, ſhakes off all, doth 
not conſult with Fleſh and Blood, but imme- 
diately follows the Conviction of his Heart, 
can in a Moment be reſcued from his Perdi- 
tion and become a Child of God, if he doth 
but caſt himſelf down at the Feet of our Sa- 
viour as a poor miſerable Sinner. 
Then one can ſay : He has loved end waſhed 
us from our Sins in his own Blood. Rev. i. 5, 
The divine Effort in the Heart, which 
rives the Sinner to the Croſs of Chriſt, doth 
effect all this. | 
Here one need not go about to ranſack 
dne's Paſſions and Corruptions, nor anxiouſly 
2ndeavour to mend one's ſelf. 1 
For Grace overflows.all our Sins, they are 
ll covered with the; Blood of the Lamb. 
He that hath once taſted the ſaving Sweet- 
eſs of the Name of Jeſus, will give him his 
hole Heart, and can be pleaſed with nothing 
iſe but with our Saviour and with following 
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- There are two Kingdoms, that of Nature 
and the Kingdom of Grace. | 

The firſt has its own Laws and Government, 
which our Saviour does not meddle with : 
Ne left that, as he found it, and ſo do his 
Children. 

But the Entrance into the Kingdom of 
Grace is not more difficult to the meaneſt 
Beggar than to thegreateſt Prince, neither has 
the higheſt an eaſier Acceſs to it, than the 
loweſt, 

It muſt be begg'd of our Redeemer in 
Duſt and Aſhes, in Humility and Self-abaſe- 
ment, 

Ye Children of Grace, that can preſent 
your 1 * King, who doth not deſpiſe the 
meaneſt Mite, with nothing of your own, tune 
up your Hymns of Praiſe, and render Thanks 
to that Mercy, which has not broken the 
bruiſed Reed, nor quench'd the ſmoaking 

Flax of your Faith. | 

In his Sight all Men are Sinners, the pious 
as well as the profane. 

All have ſinned and all muſt be ſa ved by 
His free Grace. They muſt bow themſelves 
before his Face as mere Nothings, till he re- 
lieves them out of their wretched State and 
Condition. | 

This is a Doctrine not of the Head but of 
the Faith which draws and kindles the Fire of 
divine Love in the Heart. 

This is Life eternal, that they may know thee 
the only true God and Feſus Chriſt, whom Thou 


t. John xvil, 
haſt ſent. J 1 


e wits 
The Apoſtles knew this, and declayed it: 


But the Spirit of God did then cotvinte Peo- 
ple in a lively manner, elſe they would not 


have been able to perſuade them. 

It is an inexpreſſible, inconceivable, and to 
his Witneſſes themſelves a ſurpriſing Grace. 
Jobn wept much, becauſe no Man was 
found worthy to open and to read the Book, 
neither to look thereon. 

But one of the Elders ſaid unto him: Jeep 
not + Behold the Lyon of the Tribe of Juda, the 
Root of David, bas prevailed to open the Book, 
and to for the - ſeven Seals thereof. Rev. v. 5. 

*Tis not given to every one to underſtand 
the Word, but only to ſuch Souls as are con- 
vinced of the Truth, that Jeſus is come into 
the Fleſh, and is made Man. 

Theſe know the Diſpoſition of the Mind of 
Men, particularly the Careleſſneſs and Inad- 
vertency in hearing the Word. 

They greatly pity their Fellow-Creatures, 


and it grieves them, that they do not know 


how to help them. 

Their Hearts are moved: But they know 
and experience it, that Jeſus is come, that all 
Men may look into the Book, and read their | 
own Names in it. 

We have alſo Inſtances of ſuch, as have 
treated the Goſpel but very indifferently, nay 
blaſphemed it too, yet have been convinced 
of the Truth at laſt, and have been made a 
Triumph of the Lamb. 
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- There are two Kingdoms, that of Nature 
and the Kingdom of Grace. | 

The firſt has its own Laws and Government, 


which our Saviour does not meddle with : 
Hie left that, as he found it, and ſo do his 
Children. 

But the Entrance into the Kingdom of 
Grace is not more difficult to the meaneſt 
Beggar than to thegreateſt Prince, neither has 
the higheſt an eaſier Acceſs to it, than the 
loweſt. 

It muſt be begg'd of our Redeemer in 
Duſt and Aſhes, in Humility and Self-abaſe- 
ment. | 
Ye Children of Grace, that can preſent 
your good King, who doth not deſpiſe the 
meaneſt Mite, with nothing of your own, tune 
up your Hymns of Praiſe, and render Thanks 
to that Mercy, which has not broken the 
bruiſed Reed, nor quench'd the ſmoaking 
Flax of your Faith. | 

In his Sight all Men are Sinners, the pious 
as well as the profane,  "- 

All have ſinned and all muſt be ſaved byW 
His free Grace. They muſt bow themſelve 
before his Face as mere Nothings, till he re- 
lieves them out of their wretched State and 
Condition. | 

This is a Doctrine not of the Head but of i 
the Faith which draws and kindles the Fire oi 
divine Love in the Hearr. 
This is Life eternal, that they may know thi 

the only true God and Feſus Ghriſt, whom Thou 
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haſt ſent. John xvil, 
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The Apoſtles knew this, and declayed it: 


But the Spirit of God did then convinte Peo- 
ple in a lively manner, elſe they would not 


have been able to perſuade them. 

It is an inexpreſſible, inconceivable, and to 
his Witneſſes themſelves a ſurpriſing Grace. 

St. John wept much, becauſe no Man was 
found worthy to open and to read the Book, 
neither to look thereon. 

But one of the Elders ſaid unto him: Weep 
net. Behold the Lyon of the Tribe of Juda, the 
Root of David, bas prevailed to open the Book, 
and to for" the - ſeven Seals thereof. Rev. v. g. 

*Tis not given to every one to underſtand 
the Word, but only to ſuch Souls as are con- 
vinced of the Truth, that Jeſus is come into 
the Fleſh, and is made Man. 

Theſe know the Diſpoſition of the Mind of 
Men, particularly the Careleſſneſs and Inad- 
vertency in hearing the Word. 

They greatly pity their Fellow-Creatures, 
and it grieves them, that they do not know 
how to help them. 

Their Hearts are moved: But they know 
and experience it, that Jeſus is come, that all 
Men may look into the Book, and read their 
own Names in it. 

We have alſo Inſtances of ſuch, as hve 
treated the Goſpel but very indifferently, nay 


blaſphemed it too, yet have been convinced 


of the Truth at laſt, and have been made a 
Triumph of the Lamb. 
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The TWELFTH Dis couxsxk. 


That I might be His own. 


E Hall ſee of the Travel of bis 
on, and ſpall be ſatisfied. 16. 
c ii. vi. 

This Subject of the Reward of 
jeſus's Labour divides itſelf na- 
1 turally into theſe two Points: 

I. The Labour or Travail of his Soul. 

2. His Reward. | 

J. His Labour is called the Travail of his 

Soul. What our Saviour ſuffer'd in his Body, 
is not properly the Thing, by which he has 
purchas'd us for his own Property, 

In his Body he became a Sacrifice for us on 
the Tree reconciling us to God by his Death 
and quench'd the Fire of eternal Wrath. 

Thoſe, who with their Reaſon pretend to 

obviate the Abuſe of the Croſs * Propitia- 

tion of Chriſt, aver: that our Saviour by his 
Sufferings and Death had intended nothing elle 
but to make us a pious and godly People, and 
to reveal to us the Way to real Holineſs. 

But the real Cauſe of our Saviour's Suffer- 

| ings 
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ings was the redeemingMankind from the Sla- 
very of Sin and Satan, and to do Pennance for 
us on the Crofs as the Bohemian Brethren ex- 
preſs it in their Hymns. 

There is no Need of our Piety and Godlineſs 
to make us Partakers of the Death and Croſs 
of Chriſt, but we obtain that as Sinners with- 
out any Regard to our Works, if we can but 
really believe it. | 

But it muſt not be a mere imaginary Faith 
in the Head or Fancy. 
| Whoever can believe the Propitiation of 
Jeſus, tho' he had never ſerved his Saviour, 
but had ſpent all his Days in committing Sin, 
he is ſaved, ſhould he that very Moment, when 
he obtains Faith, be removed into Eternity. 

And this is the Effect of the crucified Body 
of Jeſus. | 

But the Matter which lays the utmoſt Obliga- 
tion upon us is this, that his Soul was in travail, 
and laboured. 5 

He expected his Death above thirty Years, 
and knew that he ſhould die for the Sins of the 
whole World. | 

In that whole Time he felt, whatever a 
Man could ſuffer in his Soul, all our Infirmi- 
ties, Diſeaſes, Temptations, and Trials. 

All that concentrated together, when he 
ſweated Blood on the Mount of Olives, and 
when he cried out upon the Croſs : My God, 
my God, why baſt thou forſaken me. 

His Spirit was often Times put to Streights 
in his Life Time, he wept frequently; and 
all theſe Sufferings _ underwent on Purpoſe 

G3 to 
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to gain our Souls to be his Bride, as Jacob 
ſerved fourteen Years for his two Wives. 

Our Saviour was forced to live in his bodily 
Tabernacle very mean and miſerable, nay was 
well pleaſed with it, and at laſt ſeal'd all with 


his Death. a 
And this he ſuffered ina quite different Man- n 
ner, from all his Witneſſes. b 


For they enjoyed the greateſt Chearfulneſs . a 
of Spirit in their Sufferings, whereas He was 
deprived of all Joy and Comfort. 

2. His Reward for this his Labour was fore- 
ordained and appointed to our Redeemer by 
his heavenly Father. 

Two Things were promiſed Him. 

1. He ſhall ſee his Delight. 

. And 2. He ſhall be fatisfied. 

Firſt : He ſhall fee his Delight. I 

- In the preſent Courſe of the World we 
cannot but obſerve, how little Regard is pay'd 
to our bleſſed Redeemer, and whenever it is 
ſeemingly done, tis generally with Coldneſs and 
Indifferency. 

His Children whoſe Number is but ſmall, 
are look*d upon as Monſters in the World. 

Their whole and ſole Ambition and longing 
Deſire is to become the Reward of his Soul's 
Labour. 

And yet they are look'd upon and rejected 
as dangerous People, or as ſuch, as one ſhou'd 
be very cautious to converſe with: | 

And if they are allowed to paſs for the 

Children of God, yet the World doth not 
. ; change 
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change its Behaviour, and remains as it was 
before. 

The Great and Powerfulin the World think 
it no ſmall Favour, when they give Souls leave 
to be our Saviour's Property, to live to him 
and confeſs him publickly before the World, 

. not knowing that our Saviour hath choſen the 
baſe Things of the World and Things which 
are deſpiſed, 

The Happineſs of thoſe is great, whom our 

| Saviour acknowledges to be his Delight. 

- © No Man can deſire a greater Salvation. 

/ Our Saviour takes his Delight in all thoſe 

Souls, whom he knows will receive and em- 

brace Him in their Life Time, 

His Pleaſure is far more euact than ours. 

We conceive many times good Hopes of 
Souls, and may feed ourſelves with Expecta- 
tions of them a great while; whereas he knows 
beforehand, that it is to no purpoſe. 

His Joy is more moderate, he ſees further 
than we can, and whac we think good, and 
tolerably perfect, his Wiſdom knows to be 
but miſerably poor, and hardly half perfect. 

However, he has more Delight than we all ; 
for he foreſees how many in ten, twenty, and 
thirty Years, ſhall be added to the Number 
of thoſe that are to be faved. ES 8G 

Secondly, He ſhalt be ſatisfied. 

T bis Expreſſion goes beyond the Reach of 

& our Conception. 

= According to our common Acceptation, to 

be ſatisfied is to get as much as one wants, 
ta obtain as much Proviſion as one ſtands in 

4. need 
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need of, or to eat as much as to ſatisfy one's 
Hunger. t 

Bur if the Son of God ſhall ſatisfy his Hun. t 
ger and Thirſt after Souls, that mult no doubt 0 
be ſomething unſpeakable and inexpreſibl 
nay far exceeding all our Thoughts and Hopes, 

This encourages his Soldiers to fight, and 
to labour with Pleaſure. | 

There will be ſtill a time, wherein his Souls 
ſhall be numbered by Millions and Myriads, 

And this is what animates and provokes the 
Faithfulneſs of his Witneſſes to endeavour 
without any Intermiſſion to win Souls. 
Indeed the full Extent of this Expreſſion 
ſurpaſſes the Reach of all Words. 

He, who with Hunger and Thirſt after 
Souls, ſpent above thirty Years, and ventured 
his Life more than David's mighty Men, to 
quench their Maſter's Thirſt, nay even at his 
Death expreſſed his longing Deſire by his 
Thirſt; he, I fay, ſhall be F a | 

We, who are to be the Reward of our Sa- 
viour, muſt be brought ſo far, that we can 
ſay with Truth: I have no Will of my own, 
] renounce all the Honour, Riches, and Plea- 
ſures of the World. | | 

All I have, belongs to my Saviour, Net- 
ther is there any Need of enumerating any 
Virtues and Good- Works. 

All is his from the very Hour, He demands 
his Reward, and we believe that he deſerved it. 

And this is the Matter, which all true Ser- 
vants of Chriſt ought highly to obſerve. 


When 
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When Souls are dead, and never yet heard 
the Voice of the Son of God, they may be 
told too ſoon, that they are the Reward of 
oun Saviour. | | 

He demands theſe Wages of his Labour, 
when he forgives us our Sins. 

We muſt firſt know, that. we are redeemed 
and purchaſed: by him. $586 

This is ſometimes our Saviour's Buſineſs,. 
by the Law whereby we are brought into; 
Streights, He ſhews us our Miſery, {trips us. 
of, all our ſelf-conceited Virtues and Merits, 
and convinces us, that. we are-Sinners, | 

By theſe Means we learn to-value the eter-. 
nal Worth and Weight of. our Saviour's Me- 
rits 3. and when he wi us our Sins, we 
fall down at his Footſtool, and acknowledge, 
that. it would he a Heaven-plercing Sin, to: 
with-hold the Reward of his Labour from. 
him: as if the bloody. Sweat of Chriſt trickled! 
down upon the Ground in vaio. 8 


TheTnIRTEENTHDIScOURSE: 


To live under Him in his Kingdom, 
and to ſerve Him. 


=—_—O R D remember me, whenThou comeſt 
into thy Kingdom. Luke xxiii. 42. 
> YE Theſe Words repreſent to us 
one of the moſt beautiful Circum- 
—_E_2ezS ſtances, in our Saviour's Paſſion. 
The Lord underſtood the Senſe of it ex- 
actly by his Anſwer ; Yerily J ſay unto thee, 
to- day thou alt be with me in Paradiſe. Luke 
XXiil, 43. | 
The Man, who wanted to be remembered 
by our Saviour, was a Robber, who ſtill upon 
the Croſs was unconyerted, and not only took 
Jeſus for ſuch a one, as he was himſelf, but 
alſo reviled him: For thoſe that were crucified 
with him, who were no more than two, reviled 
Dim ; MARK XY. 3% , - | 
That hearty Interceſſion, Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do, could 
| ; not 
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not poſſibly be without a ſaving Effect. Luke 
xxii. 34. | ok 

By this his Heart was touched, and began 
to awake; or, as it was ſaid of Zydia, The 
Lord opened his Heart. | 

So that without any Heſitation he faid, 
Lord, remember me, when thou comeſt into thy 
ö Kingdom. 

Ihe Lord, who would ſhew us the Method 

of ſaving Souls, replied immediately: Yerily 

1 ſay unto thee, to-day thou Salt be with me in 
Paradiſe. . 

Through this Word the Thief was as pure 
as an Angel, and made immediately a Com- 
panion of our bleſſed Redeemer. 

This may give People an Occaſton to think, 
that nothing more than a good Thought at 
the Point of Death was required to give an 
Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

And it looks very plauſible. For this In- 
ſtance is not at all extraordinary, as many well- 
meaning Teachers, to prevent Miſchief, en- 
deavour to prove; and that ſuch an Inſtance 
may happen but once in an Age, or that this 
may be an Inſtance which happened only at 
the Paſſion of our Lord. A 
Tet theſe Sorts of Converſion are not at all 
uncommon, but happen frequently, -when all 
Cireumſtances agree. . 

But more of this hereaſter. The Subject of 
our Diſcourſe at preſent is the Kingdom of 
Jeſus and his Subjects. a ory 
I. The Kingdom of Jeſus. Chriſt is three- 


fold; ; 
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1. The Kingdom he had before the Foun- 
dation of the World was laid, and which ſhall 
endure {or ever. I 

2. The Kingdom, he began at his Incarna- 
tion and continued untill his Exaltation. 

3. The Kingdom he partly began at his 
Aſcenſion and ſhall continue to all Eternity 
tho* under ſeveral Degrees. 5 

1. Before the Foundation of the World He 
was the eternal Son of God, and had that 
Kingdom, before the World was. e 
Wherefore he could ſay in his laſt Prayer : 
Father glorify Thou me with thine' own ſelf, 
with the Glory, which I had with Thee, before 
tbe World was. John. xvii. 5. 

In the Beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
All Things were made by Him. John 1. | 
Hie has had that Kingdom, which was con- 
tinued in Majeſty, Honour and Glory from an 
Origin we can never fathom. 5 
We can never ſay: His Kingdom began, 

but it has continued uninterrupted and un- 
changeable, till He was pleaſed to empty him- 
ſelf of it. Phil. ni. 14. 

As the Children are Partakers of Fleſh and 
Blood, ke alfo bimfelf likewiſe took Part of tht 
- fame. Heb. ii. 1. 

2. Here began a new Oeconomy, a new 
Kingdom, which had been expected ſo long, 
and is called the Kingdom of the Croſs. 

And this Cross reprefents nothing elſe but 
the real Form of the King, in which as he ap- 
| pee 
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peared, fo likewiſe do all the Members and 


Subjects of his Kingdom. 

When the King of Perſia wanted to honour 
Mordecai he ask'd what ſhall be done unto the 
Man whom the King delighteth to honour, the 
the Anſwer was: Let the Royal Apparel which 
the King uſed to wear be put on him and bring 
him on Horſeback through the Streets of the 
City. Eſt ber vi. 

So every one, who will be a Servant of our 
Saviour, muſt wear his Robes, his Reproach 
and his Croſs, | 

The whole Kingdom of Chriſt appears moſt 
glorious in thoſe Souls, that are of a ſpiritual 
Mind, and have a ſpiritual Taſte, 

The Lord forbids us to ſay, Tis here or 
there, but you may eaſily ſay: There it is 
nor. 

To the great and magnificent Deſcription, 
theWorld gives of it and makes their outward 
Pomp and Grandeur by worldly Power the 
Cbaracter of the true Church, one may with+ 
out the leaſt Heſitation give a flat Denial. 

Thoſe in the Eyes of the World applauded 
Chriſtians can never demonſtrate themſelves 
to be the People, the King honoureth. 

For they want his Ornament, the Nature of 
his Princes and the real Enſigns of his State. 

In this Kingdom nothing is to be found but 
real Satisfaction, and perpetual Hours of Blef- 
ſedneſs, but all this in the Heart. 

The Kingdom of God is Righteouſneſs, 
Peace, andJoy in the HolyGhoſt. Rom. xiv. 17. 
But to al, that do not underſtand the 
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Myſtery, this Kingdom is but poor mean and in- 
ſignificant, over which People think they can 
clamber and jump over as a little and lowHedge. 

The natural Man receives not the Things 

of the Spirit of God: For they are Fooliſh- 

neſs unto Him, neither can he know them, 
beeauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 1. Cor, 

ii. 14. | -; | 

3. His Third Kingdom begins partly from 

his glorious Aſcenſion and endures to all Eter- 

nity : But it will be then fully manifeſted, 
when all thoſe ſhall be brought into it, who 
are ſtill ſweating in the Kingdom of the Croſs, 

His Servants ſhall ſee bis Face and glorify hin. 

Whatever we can ſay of this his King- 

dom, conſiſts in nothing but Figures, good 

Thoughts and Repreſentations. 

It ſurpaſſes our Imagination, nay tis more 
lorious, than ever our Idea could poſſibly 
rame of the beſt World whatſoever. 

Beloved, now we are the Sons of God, and it 

doth not yet appear, what we ſhall be. But 
_ we know, \that when be ſhall appear, we ſhail 

be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. fo 
lll. 2. 

The Thief entred this Kingdom. 

II. The Subjects of our Saviour's Kingdom 
are the Souls of Men, in the Kingdom of his 
Power none are excepted, All Souls are His. 
But God hath choſen us in Chriſt before the 
Foundation of the World, to the Praiſe of the 
Glory of bis Grace. Eph. i. 

All our Days are written in his Book, that 
are yet to come. 


Hence 
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Hence are all thoſe Expreſſions: To be caſt 
upon God from the Mother's Womb. | 
He has all before him in his Sight and- has 
appointed us a happy Lot. | 

This is the Book of Remembrance whereof 
Malachy ſpeaks : The Book St. John ſaw, and 
whereof St. Paul writes to the Philippiaus, 
that their Names are written in it. 

If we will not be his free and bleſſed Souls, 
we muſt be his Slaves.. 

We muſt reſign our mortal Body, when he 
pleaſes, it depends entirely upon him. 

We muſt promote his Kingdom, tho? never 
ſo much againſt our Wills : Weare obliged to 
do every 'Thing in his Kingdom, whatever he 
deſires, only we receive no Benefit from it, if 
it is not done with a good Heart, 

We ſhall alſo become Subjects of his King- 
dom of the Crofs. | 

When T ſhall be exalted from the Earth, 1 will 

raw all after me. He will not leave one 
Soul of us undrawn. 

, We are all appointed to be Subjects of this 
1 WF his Kingdom. 

The Calling of Mankind to the Kingdom of 
the Croſs may be conſidered in a Threefold 
Manner. 1. Wich Regard to Time, 2. With 

$ Wkegard to the Things, they are to do. 3. With 
Regard to the Manner, how our Saviour will 


diſpoſe of them. 1 

1. The Time, in which Men are to come to 
© this Kingdom, is in God's Hands, in the par- 
ncular Treaſures of our Saviour's Wor. 
7 Hike "x Wen 
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When one of. fourſcore Years old lies : 
dying, who had always been in a dead State 
and had never perceived any of our Saviour's 
Grace, in his Heart,. in. the laſt Hour of hi 
Life is drawn of our Saviour. the firſt Time, 
he is as. happy as the Thief upon the Croſz, “ 


and goes. immediately to Heaven. \ 
Our Saviour, when he calls in the laſt Hour 8 
is ſatisfied even with His laſt Hour. n 


The Servants of Chriſt can be fully aſſured, 
that ſuch People are as happy as themſelves, 

But to People dead in Sin, this muſt needs 
ſeem a new Doctrine, that Jeſus Chriſt died 
for them, for no other End, but that they 
ſhould not live to themſelves, but to him that 
died and roſe for them. | 

In this Manner many thouſands are ſaved, 
becauſe the Confuſion and Hurry of this World 
is ſo great, that it is impoſſible for many to 
extricate themſelves aut of it, and to come to 
the Knowledge of the divine Truths. 

There is a great Number of thoſe like the 
Thief on the Croſs, who as poor miſerable 
Creatures, like mere Animals learn but at the 
laſt of their Lives, what Jeſus is to them, and 
what they ſhould be to Him, 

Such poor Souls muſt not be detained with 2 
long Account of their. Enormities, but they 
mult be ſtrait: way directed to Jeſus Chriſt. 
For ſuch a poor Soul, that is thoroughly 
ſenſible of its being loſt, the. Lamb. has paid 
his. Ranſom. FN 

Provided however, that they never. kn i 
any, Thing, nor were never awakened before, 
nor conſequently never ſuppreſſed the Motion 
of Grace. Bui 
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But People, that have been ſtirred up and 
ite have known what Jeſus and his Salvation is, 
cannot but in their laſt Moments be a Proof 
bis of that Unhappineſs, when Jeſus has been re- 
Gy jected and the Heart has ſwerved from him. 
on He that has known and yet neglected the 
Ways and Means of his Recovery, is miſ- 
ur truſtfull of himſelf and of Him, who can ſave 
him. 
0, Howbeit if theſe Souls could but reſolve and 
e. take Courage to come to our Saviour, ſurely 
xs there would be Help for them. | 
ed But their Caſe is a thouſand Times worſe, 
chan with thoſe, that are quite dead in Treſpaſ- 
at BY ſes and Sins. 
And this Difference the Meſſengers of Peace 
7 2 to obſerve in their Declarations of the 

WW Goſpel. | — 

(0 Both of the forementioned Sorts of People 
0 have indeed nothing more to obſerve, than to 
receive the Grace offer'd them. 

But with him, who is called betimes and 
has ſtill Time to act for and live to his Sa- 
viour, the Caſe is quite different, yet not in 
Relation ro Grace and Pardon, (for he that was 
converted in his fourth Year is ſaved in the 


ame Manner, as another in his eightieth Year 
Yo. as a poor Sinner. | 

One has as little Right and Pretenſion to be 
1 ſaved as the other.) 


But with Relation to the future Conduct, 
there is a Difference; ſince there is yet Time, 
our Saviour gives Grace and Strength to be 
active in his Kingdom and to teſtify of . 
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d Geſture, Words, Cloaths or the like, but in 
Ir the main Buſineſs. 

Ir In the fifth and ſixth Chapter of St. Matthew 
„ {Wwe find ſuch Qualities and Doctrines, as can in 


a ſtrict Senfe be applied to none but Diſciples 
of Jeſus. e. g. 

W hoever takes any Thing from ye, do not 
demand it again, Oc. 
cl If this were to be applied to all in general, 
there would ſoon be an End of all Conſtitu- 
tions and Poſleſſions in the World. 

A Child of God, that is not particularly 
dedicated to the Care of Souls, muſt ſubmit 
o all the civil Laws, every one is obliged to 
obſerve. 

The Captive Jews of old in Babylon were 
-ommanded : Submit your Necks under the 
Yoke of the King of Babylon, and ſerve him 
and bis People. Jer. xxvii. 12, Seek the w"_ 
perity of the City; whither I have cauſed you 
be carried away Captives, and pray unto 1 the 
Lord for it cb. xxix. 7. 

Were Chriſtians in general to neglect the 
Laws, and affect an univerſal Indolence in Ex- 
ternals, every thing would ſoon be overturn'd, 
e Wand our Saviour's Cauſe would never be the 

better for it. 


i But with our Saviour's ſpecial Di ciples the 
Cale is quite otherwiſe. 
; But this is a Matter which requires a parti- 


| Mcular Proof. 
None is forced to be a Diſciple, but rather 
to be oe from it. 


Diſciples 
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Diſciples are a ſort of Outlaws. _ 

No Sanction can ever be eſtabliſhed, by 
which they could be exempred from the Croſs 
or Perfecution. 

According to the inward Diſpoſition of 
Mind, all Chriſtians agree. 

One muſt make as Intte of Honour, Riches, 
Eaſe and Pleaſure of Life, Sc. as the other : 
Both muſt be patient, and not ſet their Hearts 
upon earthly Things. | 

But in their outward Teſtimony they are 
different. A Soldier of Chriſt muſt be ready 
every Hour to quit his Right, his Convenien- 
cy, and deny himſelf of, and give up every 
thing, not only in the Heart, but actually; 
whereas another may demand and poſſeſs his 
own in Peace. 

But we will alfo fee what our Saviour puts 
us upon in his Kingdom, and what we may 
expect of him. hes? 

Here our Saviour has ſeveral Diſpenſations, 
One he leads by his Underſtanding. | 

Another he viſits with many ſpiritual Senſi- 
tions. 

To the third he gives a ſyſtematical Con- 
nexion of his revealed Word. . 

Every one has his natural Talent, which 
the Lord ſanctifies, when it is laid down in 
the Duſt, and given up to our Redeemer. 

One doth not chuſe his own Way, but our 
Saviour accommodates himſelf to our Caps 
city and Diſpoſition. a 
Hle that is endowed with a penetrating 

Judgment, our Saviour leads by that ; 20 
| u 
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ſuch an one muit beware of Reaſon or Doubt - 
fulneſs: The Faculty of Reaſoning muſt be 
taken care of. q 
He that wants this, and is of another Diſ- 
poſition, the Saviour leads through many Sen- 
lations and great Impreſſions of his Grace and 
Love. | 
Theſe enjoy a conſiderable Happineſs, but 
they ought to take care, leſt they be car- 
ried. out, and run into Fancies. 
e The third Sort, which keep cloſe to the 
Word, are led by that; but they muſt be- 
n- ware of Speculations and Criticiſing. 
i The Lord manifeſts himſelf according to 
che different Capacity of every one; ſo that 
his they are happy in this World, when they keep 
what our Saviour has given them. 
ats Then all our good Doings are nothing but 
ay WF Happineſs and Favour to us. 
But here ariſes a Queſtion : Why doth our 
daviour put Souls into ſuch a Frame and Diſ- 
poſition, and requires ſuch a Sort of Service 
la- ¶ tom them? 


People think, he that ferves our Saviour 


on- ſhall be ſaved ; but whoever doth not ſerve 
„bim, ſhall be damned. 5 
ich But the Lord of his free Grace, Mercy 
in Wand loving Condeſcenſion, gives us Leave and 
* permiſſion to do Good, and to ſerve Him. 


To work God's Work is but mere Mercy 
Pa- Wo any Soul. | 


Holineſs is a Nature, but not a Duty, as 
10 Morality dreams of. 


uch | The 
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True Holineſs, Humility and Poverty of 

the Heart, is a Nature which St. Peter calls 

the Divine Nature. | 

. He that has Grace, can be humble and 

poor in Spirit, and cannot be otherwiſe, 

But the Effects of Holineſs, and the Power 
of working Miracles, and doing great Deeds, 
are different Things, and one can be without 
the other; as is evident from 1 Cor. xiii, 

Yet both may be united together, tho? they 
deſerve nothing at all before God. | 

For before him we can boaſt of nothing but ] 
our Poverty, Miſery: and Slavery, Sin and ill “ 
Satan. | 

This you muſt lay before our Saviour, and 
ſay : Becauſe I am ſo poor and miſerable, ſo 
curſed and damned; therefore thou muſt help 
and relieve me, 

The Service of our Saviour is continued 
even in the Kingdom of Glory, where it wil 
be the Cauſe of inward and outward Reſt and 
Satisfaction, Here in the World it is fur- 
rounded with many Troubles and Difficulties ; 
but there it will be a Part of our Joy and 
Bleſſedneſs. 

His Servants ſhall ſee his Face, and ſerve 
him at the ſame time. f 

Vet all our Labour in Eternity will be > 
without any Merit. | 

The only Merit, that is and ſhall be men- 
tion'd hereafter, is this: Thou haſt been ſlain, 
Thou haſt loved us and waſhed us from our Sits 
in iby own Blood; Revwyl. 1. v. 


The 


The Fou RTEE NI NH 
DisCOURSE. 


I: Eternal Righteouſneſs, Innocency 
and Happineſs. 


der God is created in Righteouſ- 

% and true Holineſs, Eph. 
iv. 24. 

Here we ſhall endeavour to 


Firſt, what is meant by eternal Righteouſ- 
neſs, Innocency and Happineſs. Secondly : 
The Method, how we may come to obtain 
every one of theſe heavenly Qualities. 


The Means to obtain eternal Righteouſneſs 


is Juſtification, Holineſs brings eternal Inno- 
cency and Redemption eternal Salvation. 

That, which makes us ſo happy in the 
Kingdom of our Redeemer is called Righte- 
ouſneſs, Innocency and Happineſs. 


But 


y propoſe to you two Things, 


I” St 


And in that State and Condition Man could 


ing made Man Maſter over all the World, 
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But here we muſt conſider, what theſe glo- 
rious Qualifications were before the Fall ; what 
Condition they were in after the Fall: And hoy 
they appear again after our bleſſed Saviour: 
Reſtoration from the Fall. 

Satan, who transforms himſelf into an An. 
gel of Light, mimicks the divine Truths with 
his Counterfeits, that they appear almoſt like 
them, but are the more dangerous Errors, 

In this Manner he has found out another 
Righteouſneſs, an other Innocence and another 
Happineſs : 

They differ from the divine Qualities ſo far M8 | 
that they are neither True, nor laſting. I 

Before the Fall we were endowed with © 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Innocence and Hap- 
pineſs. They were all true and real, but as If 
the Event ſhewed, not eternal. ni 

We were then dignified with ſuch a Wiſdom, 
as I am not able to deſcribe, becauſe it is not 
expreſsly revealed in Scripture, neither have! 
a Mind to meddle with Probabilities. 

The true Righteouſneſs was, that God had 
created Man for this Purpoſe, as He declares 
himſelf, Gen. i. 26, 28. that he ſhould rule 
over the Earth and ſubdue it. 


with Juſtice pretend to what belonged to him. 
(For that is what Juſtice requires) 
The Lord who alone was his Superior, ban 


ave him at the ſame Time but one Rule 
which he ſhould obſerve to teſtify his Depen- 


dance upon his divine Maker, the great Jy 
| Va 
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vah who in his Throne would be greater than be. 
Geneſ. xli, 40. 
Here the whole World was ſubject unto Man, 
and the Image of the inviſible God was tranſ- 

lendent in him, which gave him ſuch a 
L and uncontroulable Authority over all 
the Creatures, that every one in particular 
was at his Command. | | 

He could demand the Fruitfulneſs of the 
Earth and the Glory of Heaven as a Tribute, 
that belonged to him. 

No Creature in the Foreſt can enjoy its 
Food, whereſoever, with more Freedom and 
Innocency, than Man in his primitive State 
could uſe and enjoy every Thing about him. 

His Holineſs before the Fall conſiſted in his 
Innocency, he did not know what Sin was, 
nor could he have any Notion of it. 

And he was but cheated into it, ſo that he 
fell but by Craft. For of his Help- mate it is 
ſaid, that ſhe had been deceived, and ſo loſt 
her primitive Plan. | 
jad *Tis true, Sin took Occaſion by the Com- 
rel mandment at fir{t, as it has done ever ſince, 
ule His Happineſs before the Fall was this, 


that he was perfectly caſy, no Evil nor Wea- In 


ud rineſs diſturbed him in all his Labour, but 

im. Reſt and Peace attended him every where and 
in every Thing he did. | 

4 He bad no Notion at all of any Defire, and 

1, the Diſpoſition of his Mind was ſuch, that it 

> ole was Impoſſible for him at that Time to have 

— the leaſt Thought of any Thing, which we 


val H now 
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now-a-days call Deſire, and which becomes 
ſinful, becauſe it is diſorderly, 
How could he deſire to be ſomething in this 

World? He was all himfelf, 

| How could He long after any Thing ? He 
had all ; Care for any Thing ? He took al}, 
whatever he pleaſed : Luſt after any Thing? 
He was in a continual Enjoyment of ever 


Thing: How could he be ſlothful? He could 


not be weary : | 

2. But after the Fall the Caſe is quite al. 
tered. 

Our natural Wiſdom now is nothing elſe 
but vehement Deſire to know all Things, that 
we could be happy without, on the contrary we 
know not that which all our Happineſs depends 
upon. 55 | : 

"We are rather inclined to learn any Thing, 
than what belongs to our eternal Salvation. 

Hence our Wiſdom is called Fooliſhneſs 
before God. 

It conſiſts in nothing but ſuch Speculations, 
as are overthrown by others. 

What we know, are generally Things we 


have no need of, and are either uncertain or 


at moſt but probable. 

Our Righteouſneſs after the Fall conſiſts in 
this, that 3 up ſomething, which we 
fancy to juſtify ourſelves before God withall. 


I ſpeak of ſuch People, that are at the 
Pains however to ſeek God, as for others, one 
can not even ſay ſo much of them. 

Theſe endeavour to make God their Friend 
by all Sorts of Worſhip, and good Works, 


which 
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which Opinion ſoon crept in among the 1/ra- 
elites, and doth ſtill prevail every where. 

The Righteouſneſs, of Men that have a 
Regard for God, conſiſts generally in doing 
Good, eſchewing Evil, giving of Alms Cc. 
and this they think ſhall help them. 5 

And altho* this is ſometimes contradicted 
from the Pulpit, yet the Practice is ftill the 
ſame. ö l Bo 
Our Sanctification after the Fall conſiſts ei- 
ther in a groſs Ignorance, or in a patch'd up 
Holineſs. 

Ignorance ſeems to have ſome Reſemblance 
to the Innocence before the Fall, becauſe it 
doth not know any Thing of this or that Sort 
of Wickedneſs. . 

Bur it differs Firſt, that beſides the Capa- 
city, it has even an Inclination to Wickedneſs 


and wants nothing but an Occaſion to exert 
it: 


Secondly, that before the Fall it was uni- 


verſal, but that aſter the Fall is particular, 


and can be ſaid of ſome Perſons or ſome par- 
ticular Things. ? | 

We are ignorant but of ſome certain Sorts of 
Vices. | 

As one Perſon may not be unchaſt, another 
not proud, a third not covetous and a fourth 
not unactive, but all this may not proceed 
from a Love to our Saviour, but from Edu- 
cation or Conſtitution of Body, which encline 
them to this or that Virtue and makes them 
unfit for the contrary Vices. 
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But a Man may naturally be chaſte in ſome 
Meaſure, be bumble, liberal, or laborious 
— flatter himſelf to be holy and a Child of 

od. | 
Any Man may attain to natural Holineſs 
by mere Principles of Morality, eſpecially, 
when he finds by woful Experience, how dear 
he has paid for his former Miſdemeanours. 

Then People uſe themſelves to think, and 

by their Reaſon and Connexion of their Rules 
grow chaſte, affable, humble, and compaſ- 
ſionate. 
And this Behaviour of theirs is different 
from the Diſſimulation of theſe, that are out- 
wy virtuous, but their Hearts full of Vici- 
oulſneſs | 

But even this Holineſs of Reaſon is alſo 
good for nothing, becauſe it doth not proceed 
from him, who muſt work all, that is good 
himfelf. 

The Chilaren of Reaſon (Mind) are Children 
of Wrath even as others. Eph. xi. 3. 

The Happineſs of natural Men conſiſts in 
this, when they obtain, what they deſire, and 
keep what they have obtained, as Jong as 
they pleaſe. 

I will ſay nothing of thoſe, who Jook either 
for an imaginary or a tranſitory Happineſs, 
but of thoſe, that have at leaſt a Shew and 
Appearance of Happineſs, as: An hapP) 
Marriage, healthful and hopeful Children, à 
well order'd Family, kind and reaſonable 
Neighbours, moderate and ſufficient Liberty. 


But 


* 
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But if it be granted, you are in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of all this, and your Heart is not at 
Home, where it ought to be, neither one nor 
all theſe Things will be able to ſecure a Man's 
Contentment, except he is quite indolent and 
ſtupiſied. . 

Thus Happineſs after the Fall is no Happi- 
neſs at all. 


3. What is now, after the Death of Chriſt, 


true Wiſdom, true Righteouſneſs, true Holi- 


neſs and Redemption, which has that incom- 
parable Epithet, that is incorruptible, unde- 
filed and that fadeth not away ? | 
This Wiſdom is the fimple and uninterrup- 
ted Contemplation of the Love of Jeſus, the 
ſole and higheſt Knowledge of all, and worthy 
the Meditation of any human Soul, ſo that 
it is pity, one of your Thoughts ſhould eſ- 
cape this great Object, but | 
That his Death and Paſſion 
Should be our Meditation 
Till the laſt Motion of our Heart. 
Righteouſneſs is, when a Man drops and 
loſes all his Kight he has by Nature and Rea- 
ſon, and by Faith receives from our Saviour 
that Aſſurance, that all his future Expecta- 
tions depend entirely upon his Grace and 
Mercy, and has leave to ask for and re- 
ceives all, that Jeſus has mericed for us all, 
— he ſhed his Blood for us on the accurſed 
ree. 3 
And this is that eternal Righteouſneſs ob- 
tained by Jeſus our Mediator. | 
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He that has it, knows it. 

What Man fancied he had before, was 
mere Deluſion, and what he actually had, was 
under the Curſe. | 

But what he now has, is mereGrace. 

As long as a Man knows of the leaſt Thing, 
he can rely on beſides the Blood and Inter- 
ceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, he muſt not expect the 
leaſt Mercy, 5 

Except we can ſay from the Bottom of our 
Soul : Lord have Mercy; Our Saviour has no 
Connexion with us. 

But all, that we thought Good in ourſelves 
maſt firſt be deemed Sin} and all our Strength 
Im b ecillity. | 

Our Innocency after the Fall begins with 
Holineſs, and refers to the former primitive 
Innocence. 

None can be innocent, but he that has ob- 
tained the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for he may 
be innocent in one Thing, and yet not in an- 
other. | 

He that obtains the Righteouſneſs in the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, receives alſo Strength 
to ſubdue all the Evil, he knows in himſelf, 
and which he muſt conſtantly ſtudy to find 
out more and more and to tread it under his 
Feet, till at laſt, after he has long converſed 
with his Saviour, he forgets Sin quite, and 
relies entirely in his Redeemer, and tbis is to 
be obtained by conſtant, Grace, Faithfulneſs and 
cloſe Imitation of dur.Saviours, Example, 10 
that we can ſay with St. Paul: Te et not J. 
but Chriſt lives in me „ 

For 
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For as much as one lives to himſelf 
(Ales %) he is a Sinner; but he that is 
juſtified never meddles with Sin, but acts al- 
ways contrary to it, or if it begins to ſtir, 
he ſtifles and conquers it preſently. 

Now whoever begins to loſe the Experience 
of Evil by the Diſuſe of it, he becomes an in- 
nocent Man in Chriſt. | 

The Happineſs is, when a Man recovers 
and enjoys all, that he had before the Fall, 
Reſt, Contentedneſs, a Happineſs ſuitable to 
the Mind of the Lord, and which might laſt, 
but all this in the Spirit and in the Heart. 

The Body keeps its Order, and the Children 
of God experience, what our Saviour did 
whilſt he was in the World, yet their Heart 
is joy ful and in Safety, and Certainty. 

We are made Lords over our Bodies and its 
Encumbrances, and live contented, let the 
outward Circumſtances be ever ſo hard in 
Appearance, | 

Such is the happy State of the Faithful! _ 

But here is the Queſtion : How can one 
obtain all this! How can we become ſo wiſe, 
ſo righteous, ſo innocent, ſo happy, and all 
this for ever? : 

The Way. to attain to this Wiſdom is no 
other, but what we are taught in the Goſpel. 

It doth not conſiſt in a Connexion of ſo 
many Words, but when Jeſus Chriſt teaches 
Us, we learn (Apęiſa Piud]ea) Words, that are 
3 : 1:46 

We obtain a divine Certainty of the Truth. 
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The Wiſdom ef this World is changeable, 
but this is unchangeable. | 

The very Wiſdom of the Apoſtles is alſo 
ours. | 

The very pooreſt and moſt miſerable People 
of former dark Times, who had Jeſus, ſpoke 
the fame, which we do now, tho' with other 
Words. | 

No Soul, fince the World began, was ever 
ſaved any other Way but by the Blood of 
Chriſt without 2ny Merit or Works of their 
own. 

The common Proverb is: Many Men 
many Minds: But here *tis faid: We are all 
of one Mind in Chriſt, 

This Wiſdom is the Myſtery of the Merits 
cf Jeſus Chriſt, which Souls by Nature know 
nothing of, tho* perhaps they may be able to 
ſay a great Deal about other, even good 
T hings. 

No it muſt be given from above. 

By Nature we have no Parts for it. No 
Doctor nor Philoſopher can find it out, no na- 
tural Capacity can comprehend it. 

But as ſoon as our Saviour begins to inſtruct 
us, there is no Need of many Arguments, 
but he does ſomething in the Heart which is 
felt and kept without Contradiction. 

It is mere divine Power and divine Wiſdom. 

The Way to true and eternal Righttouſnels 
is Juſtification. i 

Gur Saviour has but one Method both with 
all Mankind in general and with every Soul 
in particular. 


The 
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The Method of purchaſing Righteouſheſs 
for the whole Race of Men, was, as it is ex- 
preſſed in one of our Hymns : 


God ſpake to His Beloved Son 
to Time to ſhew Compaſſion, 
Deſcend my Jewel, Joy and Crown 

And be poor Man's Salvation ; 
Redeem them from the Chains of Sin, 
Deſtroy their Tyrant Death within 

And let them-live for ever. 


But what was the Effect of this divine Reſo- 
lution? 
I, 

Surpriſing wondrous was this Fray, 
Life was with Death ſurrounded : 

The Lord of Life here got the Day, 
Deatb's Kingdom was confeunded : 

This the Scripture dith record 

That Death was conquer d with his Sword, 
And led at laſt in Triumph. 

Since Chriſt, our very Paſchal Lamb, 
By God wer go appointed, 

Was ſacrific*d, as it well became 
Our H 3 and Anointed, 

On our Hearts His Blood. we ſhew, © 

No Fear of Death can burt us nom, 
Subdued is that. Deſtrojer. | 


I make uſe of theſe- ſimple Rhimes ſo well 
known among. us, becauſe they plainly. ſhew- 
the Blood of Chriſt Jeſus the Son of God to be 
the principal Cauſe of. our Righteouſneſs. 

= - 2+ But: 
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But this we cannot believe, except we firſt 
become Fools in our Reaſon. 

And this we mult either learn willingly or 
we muſt experience it under the Law, 

[f we will not ſimply believe, the Law is 
ready for us, under which we muſt be kept 
and plagued ſo long, till the Holy Spirit takes 
Compaſſion of us and manifeſts the Saviour in 
our Hearts ; and when we then weary, heavy 
laden, ſurfeited with all the World come to 
him, then the Juſtification is particalarly 
applied to our Souls : Then our Saviour ſhews 
bis Father that He hath made Satisfaction for 
us. | | 
And then the Soul will be convinced of that 
eternal Priviledge that the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt is her ſate Conduct chrough the World, 
Sin, Death and Hell itſelf, and that he can 
be ſtopt no where, but muſt enter eternal 
Salvation. 

Holineſs is, when the Holy Spirit ſhews in 
his own Light, that all our former good 
Works are nothing but miſerable Stuff, De- 
lights of Satan and nothing but a mimicking 
thoſe good Diſpoſitions, we ought to have in 
Chriſt Jeſus, 

Then we willingly leave of finning any 
more, when our Saviour has once forgiven us 
all our former Sins. IR 

The Holy Spirit aſſures us, that our Sins 
are forgiven through the Merits of Jeſus, 
and that we have got Leave to ſin no more, 
and thus ſettles a new Plan in the Heart, ſo 
that the Proud and Ambitious abominates 

Honour 
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Honour and Fame; the Luxurious Lufts 
and Pleaſures, the Laſy and Indolent abhor 
Idleneſs and the Covetous fly from Riches. 

And this Work our Saviour carries on from 
the firſt Day of our Converſion to the laſt 
Day of our Lite, ſo that we grow more holy, 
more righteous and more happy. Our Sa- 
viour doth not proceed like moral Philoſophy 
to mend an unholy Life by Degrees, bur all 
that muſt be denied at once. 

He drowns all Wickedneſs in his Blood and 
ſuppreſſes it with his Power and tears the 
Syltem of din to Pieces. 

Eut on the contrary Goodneſs and Holineſs 
admits of Degrees. | : | 

The Man grows more chaſte, mare humble, 
more liberal and more active, or to ſpeak 
plainer, the Scholar comes to be a Man and 
by Degrees a Maſter. 

One always learns to get a deeper Inlight 
into the Myſtery of Holineſs, grows more fa- 
miliar with the Practice, gets more and more 
Advantage and Succeſs. by Uſe and Applica- 
tion, and after this happy Conſideration is 
very much advanced by continual Uſe, the 
Senſes more exerciſed and an hopeful: Expe- 
rience obtained, one cannot but recommend 
ard diſcover the ſame Advantages to others, 
and thus come to be their happy Guide to.lead 
them into the Knowledge of 4 ſame Spirit, 
who is the bleſſed Guardian and Tutor of all 
ſuch Souls. 

The Redemption, by Means of which all 
Men are to be faved, for whom Jeſus died 2 

; r 
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the Croſs, conſiſts in this, that this our cru- 
cified Saviour delivers us from all the Cauſes 
of our Miſery, from Sin and its Pollution, 
and teaches us to do and ſuffer every Thing 
for his Sake. | 

As he began this for the Soul's Sake, ſo he 
carries it on tothe End. 

This is being happy, when nothing comes 
in Competition with our Saviour and his unin- 
terrupted Preſence with us, nor when any 
thing in the World is able to cauſe a Separa- 
tion between him and ourſelves, then his 
Peace keeps our Hearts and Minds for ever. 

We are happy, wherever we ſtand or go, 
ſit or lie down, wake or ſleep, ſuffer or con- 
quer, live or die, 

The World dare not pretend to diſturb our 
Happineſs very Jong. Neither dare the Fleſh 
thew itſelf any more. 

Only the Wicked-one remains, whoſe Power 
is great and terrible, and is ever very buſy 
about the Faithful, to try, whether he can 
find an Opportunity to aſſault and overcome 
them; wherefore our Saviour not only teaches 
us continually to pray, Deliver us from Evil. 
but thought it neceſſary to pray for us him 
ſelf, that at the Time when Satan deſires to 
ſift us, our Faith may not fail. 

But his and our Prayer, together with the 
Promiſe, that the Lord will deliver his Elect 
ſhortly, is grounded only upon this. that our 
Saviour is made our Redempion. 


The 


The FirTEENTH DisCOURSE. 


As He is riſen from the Dead, lives 
and reins for ever and ever. 


5 ROM the Connexion it plainly 
appears, that here the foregoing 
Wer Word muſt be repeated: That 
eee ſhould live under him in his 
— Kingdom and ſerve him in eternal 
Righteouſneſs, Innocency and Happineſs, as 
he is riſen, | 

Our Saviour explains this in few Words, 
when he ſays John xiv. 19. I live, and ye Sail 
live alſo. | 

From which Words let uslearn to believe 
theſe two fundamental Truths: r. That he 
lives and 2. That we ſhall live alſo. | 
By the Firlt, that our Saviour lives, we 
ſhall conſider Him, who lives, and then the 
Manner of his Life. : 

The divine Truths are beſt and eaſieſt to 
be underſtood, when they are taken in their 
plain and obvious Senſe. 


He 
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He that lives, is the ſame, who lay in the 
Grave and had taſted Death for us all. 

The Nature of the Thing required, 
that the Son of God could not remain in 
Death. 

When Sons of Kings or Princes ſtoop to 
meaner Offices or Circumſtances, every one 
knows ; that that is not their proper Buſineſs 
and Condition deſigned for them, but it is 
only for ſome other End and Purpoſe. _ 

' Whoever has ſeen the Son of God on the 
Croſs, in his Humiliation and Death, and be- 
lieved him to be the Son of God, mult of Ne- 
ceſſity have concluded, that he could not re- 
main in that low Condition, but that it would 
tend to ſome great and inexpreſſible Purpoſe. 

Wherefore the Lord blamed the Diſ- 

ciples. Like xxiv. that they had acted like 
Fools in not believing, what the Prophets had 
foretold of him. 
They believed him the Son of God, and 
when Peter ſaid: Thou art Chriſt the Son of 
' the living God ; Our Saviour anſwered him: 
Fleſb and Blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father, which. is in Heaven. Matth. 
xvi. 16. 17, 

The Son of God prepared a Way to an ever 
abiding Lite of many Souls. And this Way 
was his Death, 

No Soul enters Eternity and comes before 
the Throne of God unleſs her Tabernacle is 
changed. 3 | 

For this Reaſon -our Saviour laid his Body 
into the Grave as the Place, where others 
ſhould be laid. But 
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But becauſe he had no Time, nor did he 
want to remain longer in Death, he roſe 
again by his divine Power. 

Long before his Reſurrection he was pleaſed 
to make two of his Witneſſes, Enoch and Elias, 
like him, and preſerve them from Corruption; 
and at his Reſurrection he made a great 
Number of Souls Partakers of the ſame Hap- 

ineſs. 

: The Reaſon, why he choſe ſome Men to 
be like him in not ſeeing Corruption, was, 
becauſe he would have his Brethren to be like 
him in all Things. He carried them fo quick 
out of the World that they only paſſed by 
Death. Nay He did more in them. Though 
He was like unto them in this, that he did 
not ſee Corruption, yet he ſuffer'd Death in 
full Meaſure, which he ſaved them from. 

He ſuffered innumerable Pains and Agonies, 
but they were at laſt diſſolved by his Power, 
becauſe he has the Keys of Death. 1 

As he acted as Lord in his Death, ſo he did 
in his Grave, where he remained his appoin- 
ted Time or as long as he pleaſed, and left it 
again after he had ſacrificed his Body, and then 
converſed with bis, as long as he thought ne- 
cellary. | 
Thus we ſee, who it is, that lives. viz. 
The eternal San of God in the Boſom of his 
Father, at whoſe Name all Creatures muſt bow 
in Heaven, in Earth and under the Earth, 
and all Tongues muſt confeſs, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is Lord to the Glory of the Father. 
Philip. ii. 10, 11. | a 

| at 
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But what is the Manner of his Life, or 


wherein doth it conſiſt ? 


The true Origin of Life is to be found by i 


its contrary oppoſite, which People call 
Death. 

The Beginning of our natural Life is an In- 
cloſure of the Soul in a Body of Death. 


But the End of it is the Soul's Delivery, 


and then begins the true Life of the Soul. 

The Life of Man is a continual Death. 

Thus when our Saviour faiths T live, his 
Meaning was not, that he would live for ever 
in the Fleſh among them and be always ſub- 
ject to thoſe Infirmities, he then bore ; but 
that he would go to his Father, to live for 
ever and begin to draw Souls after him, 

The Diſciples indeed did not underſtand it 
aright, becauſe they laboured ſtil] under the 


Notion of the Meſias as of a worldly Monarch, 


which was then the general Prejudice as it 1s 
to this Day among the modern Jews. 

Had they known it then, as they did after- 
wards, their Satisfaction would have been ex- 
ceedingly great. Je would rejoice, that I go 
to my Father. 

1. His Life conſiſts. in this: He is riſen 
from the Dead, and lives and reipns for ever. 
Chriſt being raiſed from the Dead, dies no more. 
Rom. vi. 9. He ever lives jo make Interceſſion 
for us. Heb. vii. 23. He bas overcome and ts 
fet down with bis Father in his Throne, Revel. 
iii. 21. 

This is our Sa viour's Manner of Life: He 
labours continually, that the World may * 
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; ſiſt, and that is the ancient Work of his Di- 


vinity. 


But he labours alſo as Man, and ever draws 
one after another, interceeding ſor them with 
his Father, looks to his Enemies, purſues and 
ſpares them, till here and there he makes an 
Example of them for' the Benefit of the 
World. 

This Life endures for ever and ever, ac- 
cording to that ſpecial Word. Fohn viii. 35. 
The Servant abideth not in the Houſe for ever, 
but the Son abideth ever. | 

Or as the Epiſtle to the Hebrews expreſſes 
it ch. vii. 28. He conſecrates the Son for ever- 
more. i. e. His Time of Service, his Subjec- 
tion, as glorious as it is, the Father being a 
Throne higher, ſhall have an End, when he 


has ſubdued all his Enemies and accompliſh*d 


all his Offices: But then he will live in his Di- 
vinity after all the Periods of Time are paſt, 
his Entrance will be from Eternity into Eter- 
nity as his coming forth was before all Time, 

And this is the Life of our Saviour. 

Secondly : Ye ſhall live alſo. This he ſays 
of us and our Life. ( We are ) the People, 
that ſhall live. 

'Tis no ſmall Matter, to live, and particu- 
larly ſo, as Jeſus doth, and to fit with him in 
the Throne of his Father. 

I count all Things but Loſs, for the Excel- 
lency of the Knowledge of Feſus Chriſt my Lord : 
For whom I have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, 
and do count them but Dung, that I may win 
Chriſt and be found in him. Philip. iii. . 

| FI "AY 
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St. Paul wanted only to know him and the 

Power of his Reſurrection. He wanted to be 
ſure of the Certainty of his living. 

All Men ſhall not live. Ye ſhall die, ſays 
our Saviour to a Number of Men. Jobn viii, 24. 
I f you have ſpent your Life, which is nothing 
but Death, in this World either with à philo- 
ſophical Thought of a future better Life after 
this: Or with a fanciful Faith and Hope of 
being ſaved : Or ye have believed nothing at 
all, and thus quit your mortal Cottage, the 
Soul was E in, you will enter into a 
new Death and die. 

The Cauſe or Reaſon, why Men die a ſecond 
Death, is, becauſe they do not believe in the 
Name of the only begotten Son of God. 

\ I will give but a ſhort Deſcription of thoſe, 
that die an eternal Death and enter the Lake, 
which burns with Fire and Brimſtone, which 
is the ſecond Death. Rev. xx. 8. 

. Here not only the Murderer, Whoremon- 
ger, Thief and the like enter the black Liſt, 
but the loving Apoſtle names alſo the fearfu! 
and places them in the Front of all thoſe woe- 
ful Wretches that ſhall be thrown into the 
fiery Lake and die eternally: 

To be fearful is the Character of thoſe, who 
are ever beginning and reſolving anew to be 
converted, but never put their good Reſolu- 
tion in Practice. : | 
Here is no Deſcription of willful Sinners, 
but of ſuch as die in their Wiſhes. Prov. xx. 25: 
They are thoſe that will not accept of thc 
Power and Efficacy of- Chriſt's Death nor 

| partake 


. 
partake of this glorious Life, nor can with 
Truth fay: I am his and will live under 
him in his Kingdom, and ſerve him in ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, Innocency and Happi- 
neſs. | | £9 

Whoever cannot ſay this, is ſuch an un- 

happy Wretch, that dies eternally the very 
Moment he goes out of this World. 
Our Thoughts and Wiſhes can eaſily de- 
ceive us. Not only a firm Reſolution and 
Promiſe, but alſo a living Faith is required, 
if one will eſcape an eternal Death. 

We muſt make the Reſurrection preſent to 
our Minds, and meet it with our Hearts 
lifted up on high. | : 

This is being ſure without wavering, or 
drawing back, but keeping cloſe to Jeſus, 
tho* inviſible, as if we ſaw him with our 
Eyes. 

Thus he ſhall live that believes, and takes 
his chiefeſt Delight in his Saviour and his Re- 
ſurrection, who neither ſets his Heart at Eaſe, 
nor lays his Head to reſt, till he can ſay with 
Aſſurance : Yea, Amen. I ſhall live. 

Oar Saviour often puts his Children to the 
Tryal, that they may ſound and ſearch their 
Hearts, how they are affected. | | 
All the Conſiderations our Saviour raiſes 
in our Hearts, in order to know, whether 
we are his, do but ſerve to inflame our Hearts 
the more with Love and Joy towards him. 

Our Miſery and Infirmities cannot detain 
us from him. 


He 
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He that has got once into his Acquaiatance, 
has no need to leave him, or ſwerve from 
him: But if he finds any thing contrary to 
the Majeſty of our Saviour he lays it 
before the crucified and humble Saviour and 
ſays: Here is ſomething, which is not fit 1 
bring before the holy Throne ; cleanſe and waſh 
it away, but if that will not do, fit, melt i ® 
and refine it. Mal. iii. 3. and make ne : 
precious in the Furnace of Afiiftion. Ia. Il © 
V 
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viii. 10. 
Whoever is not fearful doth not deſpond, 
can be delivered every Moment from all that 
troubles him, from all his Temptations and! 
Damnation. | 
Thus all thoſe poor and miſerable Sinners, i 
live, that look for Jeſus and find him, that 
could not be at Reſt, till they had received 
Grace. © 
2. The Life, we receive, divides itfelf into MW \ 
two Branches. 
The Firſt is: We are dead, and our Life is 
hid wich Chriſt in Gad. | 
The ſecond is the Conſequence of the firſt: Wt c 
But, when Chriſt, who is our Life, ſhall ap-: 
pear, then ſhall we alſo appear with him in 
Glory. 
We live from that Moment, when Jeſus 
ſays to us: They ſhalt live. 
He awakens not only whole Nations and 
Countries (as Experience plainly ſhews, that 
fuch general Awakenings have their Times 
and Seaſons, ſo that one can ſay ; This Houſe, 
this City, this Land hath ſeen an 3 
| car, 
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Year, Salvation hath come to them) but alſo 
every Soul in particular, provided he ſeeth, 


that they are capable of Grace, and that the 


will receive the gracious Call, he draweth and 
calleth them, let them be in what Condition 
ſoever. 5 

This happens to one at this, to another at 
another Time, but if not, it is a Mercy 
nevertheleſs, becauſe that Man, if he were 
drawn and called a thouſand Times, he 
would never mind that Grace but reject it, and 
thus heap upon himſelf a double Damnatio::. 

And this is the Reaſon, why he permits ſo 
many Souls to hear the preaching of the Goſ- 
pel without being touch'd in their Hearts with 
It 


But he, whom our Saviour awakens, is truly 
happy. 

For there are all Probabilities that Grace 
will abide with him and bring him at laſt ro 
a ſettled State. 5 ; 

Then is the Time to lay all other Things 
alide, and ſeriouſly ſet about it to mind 7his 
ene Thing need/ul and the preſent Call to eter- 
nal Salvation. | x 

And though the Beginning of this ſpiritual 
Life is an undeniable Uneaſineſs, which laſts 
as long, till the New Birth of God is perfected 
and the New Man, according to our Re- 
deemer's Expreſſion is born into the World. 

For the ſpiritual Joy and the Supper of the 
Lord with the Soul is then an Indication, that 
the Child is born, becauſe it receives Nouriſh- 
ment, but one cannot promiſe thoſe Souls, bone 

their 
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their Growth and Perfection can be obtained 
without bitter Senſations. 

This however the Soul need not be troubled 
at, but quietly ſubmit to, and whoever is ſo 
wiſe, as to caſt off at once all Thoughts and 
Deſires, all Fancies and Pleaſures of the 
World, and conſiders the Life of our Saviour, 
what Joy, Satisfaction and Peace, he felt in 


the Bottom of his Soul, has immediately) 


Grace, Peace, Remiſſion and Life. 

The hidden Life in God and the Salvation 
in Chriſt- begins the very Moment, when we 
know what we have in our Saviour.“ 

When the World takes us for civilly dead, uſe. 
leſs and unhappy Men; we then are Citizens and 
Elect and belong to Gods own Family. 

Concerning our outward Life and Behaviour, 


we often times do nothing elſe, but what 


other Pcople do, but with a Childlike, loving, 
and cheartul Heart towards God and Man. 

This is that ſecret Life, ſo diſagreable to 
the Eyes of other People. 

But he, whoſe Eyes ſearch all the Corners of 
the Earth looks upon it in Metcy. 

The Kings Daughter is all glorions within, 
Pſ. xlv. 14. ' 

The hidden Man of the Heart in a meek and 
quiet Spirit, is of great Price in the Sig l of 
God. 1 Peter. iii. 4. 

*Tis in the Heart as it is in Heaven. 

But what will that Life be in our Father's 
Kingdom? ; 4 | 

Hereof we can ſay but little. Our Diſcourſe 


tend only to excite the Mind to conſider 
that 
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that Subject a little deeper and conſult the 
Word of God, which, being read with an 
Heart, that is touch'd and raiſed to Life, 
will be better than all human Words. | 
This Word indeed points to the Lamb, and 
fo doth the Word of God, but with Expreſ 
ſions, we cannot find out with our beſt Under- 
ſanding, but may be felt and taſted by an in- 
dwelling intimate Senſation of the Spirit. 
This I recommend to all your mature Con- 
ſiderations and humbly beſeech the Holy Spirit 
to read yqu an emphatical Lecture upon theſe 
Words: That Jeſus lives and you are to live 
with him. 


The S1xTEENTH DiscouRss. 


| That is certainly true. 


HESE are the laſt Words of 
the ſecond Article. | 

WH I know, whom ] have believed, 
nan perſuaded, that he is 
ee to keep that, which I bave 
committed uni bim againſt that 
Tim. 12. | 


Day. I 


his Name with Honour and Glory. 


changeable Right with all my Fellow- Citizens, 
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I believe, that my Saviour, my King bears 


I believe his eternal Divinity, I believe his 
real Humanity. I believe, that I am one of 
his Family. I believe that I was loſt and 
damned, I have known my Sentence of 
Death and Damnation. 

But I believe alſo for certain, that I have 
been ranſomed and abſolved. 

I believe, that I am the juſt Reward of all 
his Labour, and of all his 3 and of all his 
Pains. 

believe that he has won and gain d me by 
his own Sword and Bow. 

I believe, that I am no more obliged to in, 

I believe, I ſhall. not die. 

I believe that I am the Devil's Lord and 
Maſter. 

believe, that I am redeemed not by any 1: 
Word or Work, neither by any Miracle or Þ 1 
abſolute Command of God, neither by any 
new Creation nor any other Means, but 1 
merely by the Death and Puniſhment, the 
Son of God has ſuffered for e. 8 

I believe, that I now belong to none but to li 
him, who has purchaſed me. 

I believe him to have the Kingdom over all. 

I believe, that, wherever I am, I live in 
him, in his Protection, in his Peace and in his 
Order. 

Tam now aſſured, that I have the ſame un- 


to be as uninterruptedly _ as they, and a5 
inceſſantly N as they all. But 
y 


” 
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But l believe alſo, that I am nothing with - 
out him, and that I only live for this Reaſor, 
becauſe he lives, and as long as he lives, I 
live alſo. 

And all this I am as firmly aſſured of, as I 
know, that my Head is joined to my Body. 

A particular Certainty is required, when 
any one believes, | | 

The great Neceſſity, that a Man muſt be 
able to confeſs and ſay : ] belisve, is evident 
from the manifold Queſtions of our Saviour: 
Believeſt thou? If thou couldeſt believe. Canſt 
thou believe? Theſe Queſtions he put ts 
People, when he would manifeſt his Glory and 
n. Najeſty, and work Miracles. 115 

'Tis impoſſible to pleaſe God without 

ad Faith. For he that comes to God, muſt be- 

lieve, that he is, and that he is a Rewarder o 
ny | them, that diligently ſeek him. Heb. xi. 
or 1 John iii. 23- 
ny There is but one Duty, which is that of Be- 
zut I lieving, Ws 1 
What other Duties the Law requires of Man, 
whereby he may diſcover his brutiſh Rebel- 
lion againſt his own Happineſs and the miſe- 
rable Depravity of his Heart, all that is 
'now according to the Goſpel a Benefit, and 
belongs to quite another Chapter. 

I will make a new Covenant. with them, not 
according to the Covenant I made with their Fa- 
thers, when 1 took them by the Hand to bring 
them out of the Land of Egypt, which Covenant 
tbey brake, 1 85 4 1 was an Husband unto 
ibem ſaith the Lord. on xxxi. 31. 32. 
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Iwill put my Law in their imward Paris 
and write it in tbeir Hearts, and I will be their 
God, and they ſhalt be my People. v. 33. 

The Will of God ſhould be Meat to Man, 

The Buſineſs of every true Chriſtian is to 
be ſincere and faithful, to exerciſe Charity, 
and to do every Thing from the Heart, what- 
ever one doth. This 1s their Life, and when 
they-can fucceed, they. are at Eaſe, 

Their. only Misfortune is, that fometimes 
they are at a Stand, having neither Under- 
Randing, nor Experience, nor even the Cour- 
age to do what they fain would. 

But all theſe Things being no Duties, for 
the Language in the New Teftament ſays no 
more: Thou ſbalt be humble, chafte, liberal 
and induſtrious, but, I am delivered by the 
Blood of the Son of God from Pride, Luſt, 
Covetouſneſs and Lazineſs : I dare be humble, 
chaſte, content, and induſtrious : This Li- 
berty being purchaſed for me by the Blood of 
| Jeſus, we have then no Need to be ſollicitous 

about any Thing but only about Faith, which 
Faith may be conſidered in a twofold View : 
Firſt, According to its Subſtance, which 
Lutber calls a divine Work in the Soul, which 
changes and makes us to be new born of God. 
Zoba i. 3. Which mortifies the old Adam 
and makes us quite other Men in Heart and 
Mind, all the Faculties of the Soul and brings 
the Holy Spirit along with it. 

The Means by which this divine Work i; 
effected, is nothing elſe but Faith, the ordi- 
nary Way of the divine Oeconomy. 


Secondly , 
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Secondly, Actively, wherein ſomething i isTe- 
quired of us, that is, 10 believe: 

When we take the Word of God and apply 
it to our Hearts ſo long till Faith, the Work 
of God, is wrought in us : 

When we exerciſe ourſelves in believing, 
and our Hearts fully aſſent to it, that what 
God promiſes, he can and will perform, 

Then we receive fomething, which we had - 
not before. 

We ſee then the Glory of God to our Aſto- 
niſhment, all the . Deſires, Ideas and 


Motions of our Heart and Mind are changed. Z 


Nor only others muſt confeſs the Wonder, 
that the Man is ſo alter'd, but we are n 
at the Change ourſel ves. | 

We become a Wonder to ourſelyes 3 for we; 
ſee with our own Eyes and perceive that he 
has given us of his Spirit. 

Who doth not ſee, that we muſt aſuredly 
know, that we believe, when we will be Par- 
takers of divine and heavenly Things. | 

And when our Saviour doth ſomething ex- 
traordinary, and lays hold of a Man in the 
midſt of his Sins and wicked Actions (which 
he can do and doth : though this mult lead 
no Man to Preſumprion ) it is aways accom- 
panied with Faith: 

St. Paul is an Inſtance of this, who the very 
Moment, the Lord would reveal his Son, and 
he heard the Voice, he cried out ; d. 1b 
as Act. ix. 4. 6. 
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No ſooner had Jeſus manifeſted himſelf, 
than the Perſecutor of the Church, he who 
juſt before had deſigned to do much Evil to 
the Name of Jeſus, cried out and ſaid: Lord, 
what wilt thou bave me to do? The Anſwer 
was: He ſhould go into the City, and there be 
ſhould learn, what 10 do. | 
Truly our Saviour when he reveals his 
Mercy to us, doth not regard what we are, 
but he beſtows Grace and forgives us our Sins, 
we may be what we will, yet the Moment he 
beſtaws his Grace he changes us. | 
The Blood of Chriſt, which interceeds for 
us with the Father, has its purifying and 
lanctify ing Effect immediately. 


Whenever one ſees no Change in a Man, 


then one may ſay with Truth: Either thou 
never haſt had any Grace, or thou haſt forgot 


that thou was purged from thy Sins, which 


is as much as to forget ones Salvation. 


As ſoon as one receives Grace, he eſcapes 


the Vanities of the World, and poſſeſſed with 
an intimate Love to our Saviour, with great 
Joy he let his Work have Succeſs in his Heart. 
He keeps under what remains of the Fall ( to 
tumble us) fo that it cannot riſe to hurt or 
{top him. 

For now we can do what we will. | 
This is, what accompanies Faith itſelf. 
Bur we muſt alſo know, in whom we believe. 

Thoſe Souls whom our Saviour has drawn 


a diſtint Idea in whom they believe, witneſs 
the Man who was born blind. FJobp. ix. y=_ 
as 


and beſtowed Grace upon, have not always 
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asked: Lird!) who is be, that I may telizvt 
on bim: they know, that they are delivered 
from their Miſery and love their merciful De- 
liverer, but they ſtudy often and make a long 
Search, before they know him aright. | 

St. Pau} calls them Fathers, that know him, 
that is from the Beginning. 1 Jobn ii. 13. 

It is the greateſt Happineſs to know our Sa- 

viour in all the Degrees as well of his Humi- 
lation as of his glorious Exaltation. 
Our Heart can never be fully ſatisfied and 
at eaſe, but when we conſider our Saviour 
— his Croſs, in his Blood and deepeſt Hu- 
mility. 


St. Paul knew nothing but Jeſus Chriſt ad 
bim cruciſied. 1 Cor. ii. 

But if we do not allo conſider bim at the 
ſame Time as our exalted Saviour, ho now 
fits upon the Throne of Majeſty on the Right 
Hand of God, and is Lord over all the World, 
then our Impreſſion is but half and our humble 
Dependance upon him much leſs, than when 
we are fully F that our Lamb i is God 
the Lord too 4: 


To know, in whom we Weder. is 2s much, 0 


as to ſee Jeſus, who is the Lord our God in 


the Boſom of his Father, and contemplate 

him in the Spirit of our Mind upon the Croſs, 

* thruſt our Hands into the Print of air: 
ails. | 

"Tis quite another thing to pre ach, to . 

duce Arguments and to be able to explain 


this Subject: All theſe are Gifts not to be 
| r deſpiſed 
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deſpiſed, provided they are - agreable to the 

Word of God, but they are not eſſential In- 

gredients of Faith. 

A Soul of the mean;ft Capacity can often 
have a greater Aſſurance of Faith, than a 
Doftor of the greateſ Learning and Sagacity. 

All Men have not Faith: Tis mere Grace 
and Mercy. 

1 Unto us is given to believe in the Name of 
the only begotten Son of God. Therefore it 
is quite falſe, when People ſay: If we will be. 
lieve the Goſpel, we muſt become filly People 
in our Underftanding like Children * half 
Ideots. 

We muſt believe a great many Thi 
Janet ſee, nay it turns often to this, t at bes 
neither know our Happineſs nor our Miſery. | 
* that it is ſo hard a Matter for ſome 
eople to believe in our Saviour, doth not 
proces frgm the Difficulty of the Matter but 


depraved Nature. 
Ther-fore we muſt be aſhamed of our Un- 
belief, and our Ignorance, when we do not 
i "know in whom we believe. We ought to 
pray to God to give us Faith, when we have 
it not, and a0 it and to increaſe it, 
when ve. do not yet poſſeſs all rhe Beatitudes, 
and our Saviour not manifeſted to us in his 
umiliation and Exaltation as far as our 
Nature can bear it. 
Thus I muſt know, in whom 8 
He is God, has all the Treaſures of Etet- 
nit) in his Hand, and can do all Things. 


He 
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He is Man, I can converſe with him as a 
Child, let me be never ſo miſerable and poor, 

if I can but pray from my very Heart: Have 
Mercy upon me Thou, that art my God and Sa- 


a VIOHUT. , ba ! C7 ' 275. | 
Theſe two Ideas in one View is knowing, 
e in whom we believe. | 


In the laſt Place we muſt know, that he will 
xf WW remain ſo: I am perſuaded. that be is able to 
it WM keep that, which ] have committed unto him 
e- againſt that Day. 2. Tim. i. 12. 
le This was the Depoſitum of the Apoſtle, 
if which he expected to receive in due Time. 

As long as the Heir is a Child, he Viffers 
nothing from a Servant, though he-be Lord 
of all; but he is under Tutors and Governors 
until} the Time appointed of the Father. Gal. 
Iv. 1, 2. MS has 

Juſt ſo it is with us : we have it not as yer, 
we are not yet at Home with him : It is ne- 
vertheleſs laid up very ſafe, ſo that one can 
fay : My Inheritance, my Crown, my Bliſs is 
laid up and remains ſafe in Heaven. 


There is my ſure Adoption 
Secur'd and ſeaPd withal, 
My Fleſb may ſee Corruption, 
- My Heaven can never fall: 


This ſounds almoſt, as if a Man, that has 

once received Faith, could never fall from it. 
And truly he need not, if he will not. 

e 14 But 
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But if any one will forget, that he was pur- 
ged, like a Dog or a Sow, he may be en- 
tangled again in the Pollution of the World. 

2 Peter. ti. 20. That is true. | 

The Apoſtles themſelves met with ſuch 
People even in their Time, 18 returned to f 
Satan again. 

If you ask: why this Libert is left us I il 
anſwer: Firſt becauſe eternal Love has not 
built Heaven to force Souls into it as intoa ll 7 
_ Caſtle or Cloiſter, but for a Habitation of all 1 
Happineſs, Peace and Liberty : To ove Him, 


is to act wiſely. 


n 
And Secondly. for Reaſons, I do not know, h 
nor can enter into 3 Hearts, but are in- 
comparably great, good and well grounded. ſ 
*T is enough that this Liberty ot our Love: lf ti 
can well ſecure us; Our Happineſs, is great de 
enough: Nothing can pluck us out of his 
Hands, we can remain if we will. | 
Neither Satan, World nor our own F jeh 
and Blood can hinder us, but we ourſelves do n 
it out of our perverſe and obſtinate Will if we H 
deviate or fall away from it 3. which the 
Apoſtle calls. Heb. vi. 6. erutifying the So T. 
of God afreſh and Chap. x. 29. zreading under Nea 
Feet the Son of God, and counting the Blood of of FB. 
the Covenant an unboly Thing, and doing Deſpice 
unto the Spirit of Grace. 
- Theſe and the like Expreſſion pf. 12 
Nea are horrible and fr — | 


| Wherefore 
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Wherefore every Soul cught to ask daily 
and hourly : thou remain in thy Faith ? 

This the Apoſtle calls fighting and combat- 
ing for the Faith, to look about whether 
there is any Thing, that will hinder and de- 
prive us of it. 1 | 

Our Saviour asketh : Will you go away ? 
as he ſaid before: Will you come ? 

Happy is he, who anſwers with Peter 
Where ſhall we go, thou haſt the Words of eter- 
nal Life? 1885 
Whoſoever is born of God, doth not com- 
mit Sin, for his Seed remainet h in him and 
he eannot Sin, becauſe he is born of God: 

He keepeth himſelf. No Man keepeth him- 
ſelf before he has the Forgiveneſs of Sins : nor 
till that Time can he either ſtir or move os 
do any ſpiritual Good, nay he may work Mi- 
racles, move Mountains, preferve Countries 
by his Faith, and if he ſhou'd ſuffer Martyr- 
dom, all that would avail nothing if he had 
— and Charity at the ſame Time in his 

re. f 

Both theſe muſt go Hand in Hand together. 
They are promiſcuouſly uſed in Scripture, be- 
cauſe they are immediately join'd together, 
as _ as Faith and Forgiveneſs of Sin is ob- 
tained, | : 

In the very Moment Love exerts itſelf in 
outward Works. Then one can do Good 
without being tired. 5 


* 
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If ye then be riſeu with Crit, ſeek thoſe 


Things which are above, where Chriſt ſiteth on 
the Right Hand of God. Col. iii. 1. 

Every Man, that hath this Hope in him, 
turiſieih himſelf, even as he is pure. 1 John 
lil, 3. 

: 1 we have done with the Second Article 
of our Chriſtian Creed. I ſet my Seal to it 
from the Bottom of my Soul and ſubſcribe, 
that the Lord Sul i true and that his Son is 
all in all ro me. 

Would to God, that all the People 
might lay, Amen. 
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